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WORD COUNT: 2,500 WORDS 

MODULE TUTOR: Anthony Burns 

Reflective Fieldwork Journal
As part of this module there will be a number of virtual/physical site visits as fieldwork.  As you visit each site you will need to keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

You should choose two sites of your choice from those visited (whether virtual or physical) and the notes you took should subsequently form the basis of a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, including relevant academic and policy related literature also providing suggestions for sustainable approaches to recreational development at each site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    
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Feedback to be returned to student: on or before19th February 2021
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	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Your discussion of the nature of landscape within the context of the fieldwork locations
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical evaluation of external and internal influences that affect the perception, interpretation and use of landscape at the fieldwork sites.
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical discussion of the relationship between landscape and recreation and your suggestion of sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.
	
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	40%

	Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument
	1,2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read, correctly referenced and adheres to the Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 




Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet, add your name and details, and paste the whole of this assignment document into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your assignment should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Assignment is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct referencing following the Harvard style, as described in the Palgrave study skills book ‘Cite them Right’.
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my assignment out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!

Reflective and critical account of two landscapes
Figure 1 (British Geological Survey, 2021)

Lundy
[bookmark: _Hlk61776219]Lundy island is located in the Bristol Channel with the closest mainland being 12 miles away as part of Devon (British Heritage Travel, 2017). The Geology of the island is almost entirely granite, as seen in Figure 1, formed approximately 34 to 56 million years ago in the Palaeogene Period (British Geological survey, 2020). The flat topped island is surrounded by cliffs up to 100m high, with its highest point being 145m and the lowest at 5m giving it a mean elevation of 90m (Natural England, 2014, p. 3 and 19). Its shoreline features cave stacks and large boulders along the western shore which have always presented a danger to ships (Natural England, 2014, p. 3). In contrast the eastern slopes are more sheltered from the wind and waves therefore harbouring richer vegetated slopes which reach further towards the sea (Natural England, 2014, p. 3). 

[bookmark: _Hlk61524889]The majority of the landscape consists of heathland/grassland with an open, windswept feel giving a sense of isolation. (Natural England, 2014, p. 6). Lundy has just the one village constructed from local stone and is divided into ‘quarters’ by three drystone walls made from the local granite (Natural England, 2014, p. 6-7). Marisco Tavern being the only restaurants on the island cooks with the islands own produce (The Landmark Trust, 2021i). Local lamb, pigs, wild Sika deer, sheep, goats, and rabbits make the tavern almost entirely self-sufficient (The Landmark Trust, 2021i). Other wildlife includes ponies, shrews, and a small heard of cows which have been introduced to assist with grazing and who’s meat may be used at the tavern (Natural England, 2014, p. 8). The Landmark Trust purchased the Island in 1969 and John Smith the director agreed to a 60 year lease with the aim of restoring the buildings, improving the infrastructure, making the Island publicly accessible while still retaining Lundy’s charm (The Landmark Trust, 2021f). Peter Pearce, the former Landmark Director, said “Lundy no longer causes the financial palpitations for Landmark that it used to, and has become a model of sustainability” (The Landmark Trust, 2021g).

[bookmark: _Hlk61448238]In 1986, Lundy and the surrounding sea were designated as the UK’s first statutory Marine Nature Reserve, a title which has recently been changed to a Marine special area of conservation and the east side of the island became a 3km2 no take zone, shown in Figure 4 (Chae et al. 2012). The whole of the island is designated as the Lundy Heritage coast was the first place in England to receive a no take zone (Natural England, 2014, p. 18). ‘The Marine Protected Area covers around 13.9km2 and extends all around the island’s 15km long coastline.’ (The Landmark Trust, 2017, p. 5). Due to its rich wildlife Lundy has also been designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) since 1976 (The Landmark Trust 2021h). Unique to the island is the Lundy cabbage and further plants such as marine and terrestrial flora and fauna have been studied for years, an example of which is how extreme conditions have cause some of the heath to occur in a waved form (The Landmark Trust 2021h). Several bird species breed on Lundy, some being terrestrial, and use the island as a staging post for migration (Natural England, 2014, p. 16; The Landmark Trust 2021h). Seals breed in some caves and a colony of grey seal are a protected feature of the SSSI (The Landmark Trust 2021h).
[image: ]Figure 4 (Lundy Field Society, 2021)

One perception of Lundy’s landscape is its use in researching biodiversity. It main assets include marine flora and fauna, birds, mammals, and native species (Natural England, 2014, p. 40). Due to Lundy being protected under many international and British designations, as well as being part of the UNESCO North Devon Biosphere Reserve, its rich biodiversity is of international interest (Natural England, 2014, p. 40). Key interest comes from it status as an SSSI, SAC, Special Area of Conservation, and Marine Nature Conservation Zone plus No Take Zone giving it unique protection (Natural England, 2014, p. 40; The Landmark Trust, 2017, p. 5). The latest Lundy marine management plan, published in 2017, aims to ‘promote the ecologically sustainable use of resources and the use of the protected area for education, research and the enjoyment of all aspects of the marine and coastal environment.’ (Landmark Trust, 2017, p. 5). For researchers, scientists, or those similar stakeholders or organisations they have easy access to policies and objectives set out by the management plan (Landmark Trust, 2017, p. 5). Due to its location far from sources of pollution on the mainland and its highly protected marine areas the water around Lundy are pristine and afford optimum conditions for both recreational and research purpose divers (Chae et al. 2012).

Geologists recognise Lundy as having a unique geology compared to the rest of England and its granite preserves a record of the opening of the Atlantic Ocean, allowing future opportunities to research and study the processes (Natural England, 2014, p. 13). Geodiversity on the island can be observed through both natural features and quarries (Natural England, 2014, p. 29). By allowing geologists access to the cliff and disused quarries further research can be done into the geodiversity of the local area, England, and further afield (Natural England, 2014, p. 41). Public exposure of these protected features contribute towards a positive sense of place and sense of history for Lundy. (Natural England, 2014, p. 13).

The whole of Lundy is accessible to visitors and with people wanting to explore the island, walking is one of the main recreational activities it has to offer; Wardens run guided walks of the island exploring its buildings and historical sites (Chae et al. 2012; Natural England, 2014, p. 12; The Landmark Trust, 2021j). Due to its sheer cliffs, climbing and bouldering are also popular activities, with the most famous climb being the Devils Slide (Natural England, 2014, p. 12). Other forms of wildlife watching are also popular due to the variety of birdlife (Chae et al. 2012). 

All of these activities bring with them risk to the environment therefore the impacts and pressures of visitors are managed by engaging them with the landscape (Natural England, 2014, p. 17). Awareness of sustainably is part of the experience, and through inspiration and education in scientific and aesthetic experiences with the landscape, visitors are able to take home environmental knowledge (Natural England, 2014, p. 17). Recreational activities are managed in relation to their effect on the landscape, so that fewer people participate in more adventurous activities such as climbing and diving, and don’t damage habitats or disturb wildlife (Natural England, 2014, p. 16). By containing most of the seasonal day trippers in the southern half of the island they can still enjoy a range of activities while having a limited effect on the landscape (Natural England, 2014, p. 39). As seen below in Figure 2 the village and surrounding walled fields are outside of the land designated as an SSSI however the surrounding cliffs and costal areas are still protected under designation.
Figure 2 (Ordnance Survey, 2021)


All resources on Lundy arrive by boat therefore the staff are acutely aware of what is needed to sustain the island (The Landmark Trust, 2021n). A ‘plastic free’ status has been achieved on Lundy since the water treatment plant has been upgraded meaning the island is no longer reliant on importing 32,000 plastic bottles of water a year (The Landmark Trust, 2021n). The island ask guests to take all their plastic away with them and encourages two-minute beach cleans while the island staff recycle what they can (The Landmark Trust, 2021n; Smart, 2020). Ecotourism provides income for the island, but properties have no televisions, radios, or telephones and mains electricity is switched off between midnight and 6:00 a.m. meaning the focus is on the activities and nature offered by Lundy (Dixon, 2020; Natural England, 2014, p. 38). Green sources of power are a challenge as the island is almost 20km offshore however waste heat produced by the island’s generator helps warm buildings and there is on going exploration of renewable systems (Dixon, 2020). Much of the waste produced by the island can be recycled and waste vegetable oil is turned into biofuel as well as the pigs being able to eat vegetable waste from the tavern (Dixon, 2020). 

Long term goals for the island are primarily based around protecting the landscape while generating funding for further conservation work and enhanced educational resources (Natural England, 2014, p. 31; The Landmark Trust, 2021g). Constant management of the number of day-trippers to the island generates revenue while spreading awareness and appreciation for the natural landscape (Natural England, 2014, p. 31).


















[bookmark: _Hlk60237297]Merthyr Tydfil
Evidence of human activity in the Merthyr Tydfil area dates back to 7000BC with evidence of Neolithic tools (Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018a). Proceeding the Neolithic activity, Stone Age and Bronze Age arrowheads and pottery have also been found in the surrounding hills dating back to 6000BC (Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018a). Roman occupation saw the construction of Penydarren fort from 69-96AD, on the route from Cardiff to Beacon, which was first discovered during the building of Penydarren House in 1786 (Cadw, 2015; Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018a). The area was to be named after Tudful, the daughter of Brychan, King of Breconshire, who was killed by pagans around 480 AD (Hugh, 1978). The Christian tradition Merthyr which generally means martyr in modern welsh was remembered at St Tydfil’s Church in the area thereby its name becoming Merthyr Tydfil (Hugh, 1978; Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018a).

Since the sixteenth century iron working sites have been recorded in the area but these were small in scale with essentially a rural pattern of land use (Cadw, 2015; Merthyr Teachers Centre Group, 1981). In 1759 Dowlais Ironworks was established being the first of four in the area (Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018a). ‘One of the prerequisites for significant industrial development was a geology in which the raw materials necessary for iron production — coal, ironstone and limestone — were available and accessible.’ (Cadw, 2015). Merthyr Tydfil was particularly ideal due to its location by the river Taff which could provide a ready source of waterpower (Cadw, 2015). Pre industrialisation, the landscape was predominantly rural, likely consisting of scattered farms, but eventually landholdings were primarily exploited for mineral resources and now only fragments of agricultural landscape survive in the area around Merthyr Tydfil (Cadw, 2015, p. 8-9). The four iron works and the resources they required led to the creation of an industrial and urban landscape (Cadw, 2015, p. 14). 	    A key impact on the landscape was the output of waste from the ironworks which was tipped back into the area (Cadw, 2015, p. 16). ‘Many tips have been reclaimed, and some have been built over, but, in some areas at least, they are still a significant element in the landscape.’ (Cadw, 2015, p. 16).





New forms of transport were needed to match the demands for the movement of goods which created a lot of incentive for investment in the area (Cadw, 2015, p. 22). Historical routes used for transporting goods to and from Merthyr can be seen in Figure 3. Pont Y Cafnau, a pioneering cast-iron bridge and aqueduct thought to be the world’s oldest, was created to carry water and supplies of limestone to Cyfarthfa Ironworks (Cadw, 2015, p. 22; Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018a). Figure 3 (Cadw, 2015, p. 21)


Much like the need for increased transport, the iron-works needed workers (Cadw, 2015, p. 24) This mean the town population rose from 7,000 in 1801 to 70,000 in 1861 and to house the workers, early scattered cottages became irregular streets as more were built between them (Cadw, 2015, p. 25). New streets were laid out to be straight and wide and some older streets were rebuilt to follow the same plan (Cadw, 2015, p. 25). Most of the older housing has been replaced nowadays however the linear streets built to follow the roads, the canal, or tramroads are still discernible (Cadw, 2015, p. 26). The expansion of streets surrounding the centre of the town can be seen in Figure 5 below.
Figure 5 (Coflein, 2021)

[image: ]Compared to its historic industrial landscape, modern Merthyr Tydfil shows signs of neglect with few surviving remains of the major industrial sites, historic transport routes, and key buildings (Cadw, 2015, p. 79). In 2011 the local council were awarded over £25 million to transform the town centre and asked the residents and businesses what they would like to change (merthyr.gov, 2021a). The goals were to improve buildings and regenerate the central streets, creating a new central link and bridge, improving access to the railway station, and building a multi storey car park (merthyr.gov, 2021a). Below in Figure 6 the regeneration plans shows what is looking to be changed and highlights the development of green recreational space surrounding the river Taff. The Parks for People project commenced the same year in 2012 and worked with the community to conserve and enhance the industrial heritage and historic features in Cyfarthfa Park (merthyr.gov, 2021b). ‘Throughout the year Cyfarthfa Park is frequently used as a destination for events ranging from large-scale concerts and firework displays to craft demonstrations, fun runs and charity events.’ (Merthyr Tydfil CBC, 2018b). The park castle and museum attracted 500,000 visitors in 2015 (Chapman, 2016).Figure 6 (The Urbanists, 2009)

Long, Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council’s economic development officer, says tourism and in particular adventure tourism is one of the biggest sectors in the Merthyr economy (Khan, 2019). At the forefront of this industry are Bike Park Wales, Rock UK, and Parkwood Outdoors Dolygaer (Khan, 2019). Most of the money from tourists comes when they stay the night and benefit additional business such as accommodation and restaurants (Chapman, 2016). Overall Merthyr attracted 1.23 million tourists in 2015 and boosted the economy by 66 million (merthyr.gov, 2016).

Future plans for the town are focused around increasing tourists to the area whether that’s for adventurous activities or to visit the attracting in Merthyr Tydfil. The council are supporting the growth of the three major adventure activity providers as they recognise their impact on the local economy (merthyr.gov, 2016). Furthermore a plan has been set out over the next 20 years to turn Cyfarthfa Castle and park into even more of a tourist attraction and is set to cost £50m and create 300 new jobs (Stephens, 2021). Plans include almost doubling the size of the park, renovating the castle, and introducing an eight-acre community vegetable garden (Stephens, 2021). 
[image: ]
Other project include links to Merthyr’s industrial past by creating exhibitions in the castle to celebrate the industrial and social history of Merthyr and Wales as well as renovating the old furnaces west of the river and building the ‘Iron Way’ connecting the castle and the furnaces (Stephens, 2021). Shown above in Figure7 is a model for the plans showing the new bridge and other projects.
‘Recognition of the integrated and interdependent character of this pre-eminent urban industrial landscape, encompassing industrial sites, routes, and residential and commercial districts, is fundamental to realizing the potential of Merthyr Tydfil to be heralded once again as one of the most remarkable industrial towns in Wales.’ (Cadw, 2015, p. 79).
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