	Dylan Thomas moved to New Quay in September 1944, eager to escape from both the war and from London. After staying for a while in Bosham in Sussex and then at Beaconsfield with his friend Donald Taylor, he moved to the little bungalow called 'Majoda' just along the  coast road which branches off the B4342 opposite the Cambrian Hotel and less than a mile from Rosemary and Marigold Cottages - our self catering holiday rental cottages. 
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	He rented 'Majoda' for just one pound a week, describing it as 'this wood and asbestos pagoda', and  'a shack at the edge of the cliff, where my children hop like fleas in a box.'  The house was draughty and cold, but had a wonderful view across New Quay Bay to the town 'cliff-perched' across the water. 

At Majoda he found creative inspiration after a dry period.  In New Quay too he found characters who would later be immortalised in 'Under Milk Wood'. 

 

	He brought with him to New Quay his wife Caitlin, his newly born daughter, Aeronwy and his son, Llewelyn, who had previously been living with Caitlin's mother in Ringwood in Hampshire. From Majoda, Thomas could walk along Brongwyn Lane (now lost to the sea)  into New Quay where his favourite pub was the Black Lion run by his friend 'Jack Pat'.
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	He also wrote the radio scripts 'Quite early one morning' and 'Memories of Christmas' here - the former apparently after an early morning walk through the town and along the cliff path where he would have seen this view of New Quay. Other works completed during his time in New Quay were  the poems, 'Vision and Prayer', 'Holy Spring', 'Poem in October', 'Fern Hill', and 'a Refusal to Mourn the Death by Fire of A Child in London'. 

	The Thomas' nearest neighbours at the time were William and Vera Killick who lived at a house called 'Ffynnon Feddyg' a hundred yards from 'Majoda'. Vera was formerly Vera Williams, a close neighbour of Thomas when he was at school in Swansea and with whom Dylan and Caitlin had previously stayed at Talsarn. 

 In March, 1945, in the Black Lion at New Quay, Killick was rude to a Russian Secretary who had been sent by Donald Taylor at Gryphon Films to help Dylan. A scuffle ensued and Dylan and other men present threw Killick out of the pub.  Killick continued drinking at another pub and later that night after returning home, took  a machine gun and a hand grenade and repeatedly fired at 'Majoda' while  the Thomases were still inside. At the Lampeter Assizes in June, the commando Captain Killick  was cleared of attempted murder and returned to duties. This story  was featured in  the Sunday scandal sheets and soon thereafter Dylan and Caitlin Thomas and their children left New Quay.

Before moving to Majoda, Thomas was familiar with the New Quay area and had visited a number of times earlier. During the 1930s Dylan would visit his Aunt and Cousin in New Quay. His great Uncle Gwilym Marles was a local minister and a well known poet. 


