

Overall research aims and objectives

· Evaluate the impact of adult reoffending in England and Wales.

· To explore the prevalence of reoffending in the adult population in England and Wales.

· Ascertain the impact of reoffending in England and Wales.

· Evaluating the public's perception and attitude toward how reoffending impacts their community.


Literature Review

Reoffending in England and Wales impacts its communities in many ways, it doesn't just come down to a financial burden, reoffending has a social cost not only to the person who offends but the families of them and their victims but also the wider community. Futures Unlocked (2023) highlighted that children of those who offend are significantly more likely to go onto reoffend thus creating an inter-generational conveyance in crime. A child of a young person who has a parent or relative may suffer from things such as emotional distress and trauma from being witness to a family member being arrested or taken from the home, they may even grieve the relationship they’ve lost, it can also cause a disruption to their care and attendance at school.  Safeguarding in Education (2024) explained that there is a stigma of shame attached to crime and those effected and can lead those who are involved and struggling to remain silent and not seek help, while many families and children do not need specialist support its important for those who do to be recognised.
It is reported that most offenders while serving their sentences are treated for some form of mental illness. The House of Commons Justice Commitee (2021) discussed that there is no clear picture that shows the nature and extent of ill mental health for those in prison, it is not specific with how much is spent on the care for those with mental health issues either, the data that is shown from how much the government does spend is poor and the consequence is that the government do not know the place to start with for them to be able to improve and set out realistic objectives. The prison mental health service in England 2023 called for the mental health services in prisons to be more consistent with their staffing levels and have a bigger range of professionals who have the correct expertise when it comes to different aspects of ill mental health. Durcan (2023) discussed that it was found that more than 7,700 people who were surveyed in UK prisons were receiving help for ill mental health, this works out to be one in seven prisons receiving help. 
Continuing, those with mental health issues are more likely to offend, the Prison Reform Trust (2021) stated that those who are given community orders instead of a prison sentence have a better rate to not reoffend than those who are given a prison sentence, it showed that around 71% of women who are in prison reported they had mental health issues and around 47% of men reported they also had mental health issues.  
Furthermore, the reoffending rates between male and females differ with men reoffending at a rate of 26.4% meanwhile women sit at a lower rate of 20.2%, since 2010 these rates have been fluctuating between 23.9% and 33.8% while women stayed between 18.3% and 24.4%. 
While mental health has contributed to the social cost of reoffending, the factors that impact the families of the offender can be consequential, crime however affects its victims differently, on occasion people who are victims of crime can develop long term problems, these can range from depression or illnesses related to anxiety, few people developed more severe effects of crime such as post-traumatic disorder (PTSD), it is harder to deal with these issues depending on the type or if the crime is repeated or even ongoing. Victim Support (2024) stated that crime can be hard to cope with and knowing it was done on purpose by that person, it is unlike an accident or an illness as those who do offend intend to cause some form of harm. These effects can last a long period of time, this does not depend on how severe the crime was some cope with it extremely well even with the most severe crimes while others can become more distressed by the most minor crime.
Stuart Millar Solicitors (2024) discussed that beyond the cost of reoffending, it has a much more complex impact on the British society, criminals offend due to the deepness of the disfunction in their personal lives as well as their family lives, this is effected by the inability of the criminal justice system to address the concerns which has created a revolving door when it comes to reoffending in the UK. Moreover, the Revolving Doors Agency (2024) discussed that the aim is to help support and break the cycle of reoffending, it is known that there are issues within the criminal justice system, the system itself suffers from under-staffing, and they are managed by a wide range of administrators.  the aim is to help reset the criminal justice system and to help tackle the reasons people do reoffend and help to develop solutions to adress the root causes along with diverting people away from crime and offer treatment and support.
The relationship between crime and the community, with addition to poor mental health, the fear of crime can have an influence a person’s physical health too. The Health Foundation (2024) discussed that in addition to this communities with lower crime rates tend to have a higher life expectancy, levels of crime in neighbourhood are just one of the many factors that affect a person’s health and areas with higher crime rates tend to have a population with poorer health compared to areas with lower crime rates, it also leads to people going out and socialising as much due to the fear of being a victim.
The crown prosecution service offers victim support services for those affected by crime, they can be referred by the police or the victim can self-report. The Crown Prosecution (2024) states on their Victims’ Guide that they have a twelve-step guide that helps them to support the victim through each stage of the criminal justice process by helping them understand how and what will happen.
 In addition, there are drivers that contribute to the growth of the prison population Jones and Lally (2024, p, 5) discussed that the sentencing options used to address offender's behaviours which include fines, community orders, suspended sentences and those sentences that lead to being imprisoned immediately. England and Wales have one of the highest imprisonment rates within western Europe itself. The prison population in England and Wales currently sits at 87,900 as of March 2024, Sturge (2024) included that over 60% of prisons in England and Wales are within the brackets of being overcrowded with the average cost of a prison placement being £33,628. 
continuing, with the range of sentencing options available, those who campaigned underlined that these can affect different groups in an unreasonable way, Mutebi and Brown (2023) discussed that in 2022, 5% of the prison population who are sentenced within England and Wales were in fact only serving a short- term sentence of less than 12 months, the consensus is that these sentences are ineffective when helping to reduce reoffending and helping to rehabilitate  in compared to those who are given community orders.  however, the Ministry of Justice (2023) stated that more than half of those who have offended and served less than 12 months go on to commit another crime and, for those who serve less than six months or less its 58% that go on to reoffend. Meanwhile those who receive suspended sentences or community orders that are served within the community only 24% go on to reoffend. 
In addition to the reoffending rates between men and women, there are also difference in the reasoning between why they reoffend. The HM Inspectorate of Probation (2024) stated that women are in the minority in the criminal justice system, they only represent around 5% of those that are held in custody with around 10% being supervised in the community. Violent crimes which are associated with alcohol abuse, while crimes like theft are associated with serious drug abuse.  
In England and Wales in 2022, the most common offence that women committed were things like shoplifting and offences related to drugs and sex work.  The Female Offenders Strategy 2023 discussed that the outcome for women who are already in or at high risk of entering the criminal justice system is extremely poor and is even worse for men, since this strategy was originally posted there has been a large amount of progress, this aim of this strategy is to ensure that less women enter the system and to help keep them away once they've been released or completed their community sentences.
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