Introduction
The following article explains the underachievement of students, it describes the poor academic performance of students. The aim of the article is to inform the reader of the possible failings in the welsh education achievements since the early 1980’s. The article’s title is Schooled to fail and is written by Emma Smith 2005 University of York.

The main findings by Smith, E. (2005) is that the standards within British schools have reached underachieving levels with a yawning gap Phillips, M. (1996). According to one teacher’s union the students within education in the UK are less likely to remain in education after the age of 16 Nuthall, K. (2001). The standards within schools need to be addressed in order for the UK to become one of the global competitors, doing this would then achieve a successful level of economic growth. This seems to be an issue in Wales. Smith, E. (2005) goes on to also mention industry having an impact on education in Wales. Investors are starting to produce in other areas due to labour costs being considerably lower than those in Wales, due to this change it means that Wales will need to make serious changes to adapt to attract new investors, new skills will be needed to cope as noted by Brooksbank, D. (2001). The article also compares education not only in Wales but also England but Smith, E. (2005) believes this is an unfair comparison due to the population size of the two countries. In 1991 the population in Wales was 2891.50 and in 1991 the population in England was 42208.10 and these figures changed in the next few years but still leaving Wales a long way behind, Wales 2002 the population was 2919.00 and England population in 2002 was 49537.00 these table of figures Smith, E. (2005) sourced from the Office of National statistics (2001,2004).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Smith also mentions the GCSE achievements of 15 year old pupils. The results of that in Wales during the years 2000/2003 the figure was 51 and in England based on the results in the same years the result was 53. Those results were based on the findings by the National Assembley for Wales which was sourced by Smith, E. (2005). These findings seem to show that education has indeed improved since 1999. Smith, E. (2005) notes that the performance of welsh students when taking their tests within compulsory education focuses on the underachievement debate of boys and girls. Arnot, M. et al (1998) speaks about the examination results showing that girls are out performing boys and this doesn’t seem to be increasing as the years are going by. One of the reasons that was mentioned in the article could be down the curriculum, or the interaction between pupils and teachers inside the classroom. Smith, E. (2005) notes that in the core subject English the academic achievement gap between the female and make students has hardly increased since the early 1970’s, and the current gap is the smallest since the early 1980’s. these results have been sourced by Smith, E. (2005) from the WJEC examination board.

The structure of the article is to inform and show us of the way that education in Wales has possibly changed maybe improved to an extent since the 1990’s, Smith, E. (2005) has included in the article many various results and outcomes within various tables of figures she has also compared Wales to England  so that the changes can be shown as a statistic. There are various references as to where Smith, E. (2005) has sourced the information from. 
The article is set up in a formal manner and can be read and understood fairly easily, it seems to be a in most parts factual due to the tables of statistics and the resourced information that has been gathered and referenced. The article however can also be seen as being objective due to the different views and opinions of the others mentioned by Smith, E. (2005). The evidence that has been used by the author has been sourced from various places e.g. The National Assembly for Wales and the Office of National Statistics. Her conclusion shows that there seems to be changes in Wales and there is a renewed optimism in Wales’s education system. One example of the improvements were shown in exam results as in 2002 79% of welsh 11 year olds achieved the national target level in the subject English and 50% of 16 year olds were achieving A* - C grades at GCSE level. These improved results as such, may suggest that welsh students are no longer being schooled to fail. The results that Smith, E. (2005) mentions in the tables of figures are only dated up until the year 1999, so you can only assume that positive changes in the education achievements in schools in the UK have improved since then, the article is dated 2005 so quite a number of years ago so may have very little bearing of education results today. The level of research in this article seems lacking in the area of relevance to the date of the article , as its dated 2005 the research in the article as mentioned above is in parts up until 1999 and also in parts dated 2003 which in turn leaves a six year gap and in places a two year gap where there is no research in place for the date of 2005, there could have been vast improvements in those years where the tables of figures could have shown a vast improvement between England and Wales education. These further research options may have made more of a stronger argument or view point from the side of the author. 
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