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                        Language and Literacy in the Digital Age

Introduction


In this assignment, language and literacy in the digital age will be assessed through story telling and the implications it has on a child’s growth and development.  National Council of Teachers (1992) states storytelling is ‘relating a tale to one or more listeners through voice and gesture’, which will be demonstrated in the activities taken place and the analysis of how story telling can benefit children’s language and literacy skills as well as their overall cognitive development.  The benefits of storytelling will be assessed and how it can improve children’s digital and oral literacy skills which they will need throughout their lifetime. 

There are a number of benefits to storytelling for children.  Hunter (2008) states children love listening to stories and when adults invest time into storytelling, they are instilling virtues in the children, which they will carry with them as they grow up. Hunter (2008) suggests by including characters whose values they can follow or stories that have mindful messages as this will encourage children to learn about compassion, kindness, honesty and wisdom.  Berkowitz (2011) proposes storytelling enhances children’s listening skills especially if the story is fun and interesting with the reader engaging in the action of different characters and using different voices and this will develop a child’s imagination.  Berkowitz (2011) also states storytelling if different to watching something on a screen as it encourages their imagination to run wild as the reader turns the pages. Berkowitz (2011) explains this will develop their creativity and allow them to engage in new ideas.  Williams (2022) agrees, and states the skills developed through storytelling will enhance a child’s vocabulary.  Williams (2022) states from the age of 6 upwards, 80% of the vocabulary that children develop comes from books.  
Miller (2008) states through contribution in storytelling, children discover a awareness of the story by predicting types of the genre, including how
a story may begin or end.  Miller (2008) suggests the growth of a sense of
story allows children to make better estimates and anticipate what will be next, which increases their awareness of cause and effect, sequence events, and will help develop other skills that aid understanding. 
Miller (2008) suggests comprehension, critical, listening, and combining storytelling with questioning, imagery, interfering, and retelling also develop thinking skills.  The Welsh Government (no date) states there are sages of speech and language development in children depending on their age. The Welsh Government (no date) has developed a table with the different ages in which children develop in their listening, understanding, speech and social skills which has broken down at what stage they are at in their development. An example of this would be, the category of 2-3 year old children will begin to talk and listen with interest however they will be easily distracted where as 4 – 5 year olds attention is more flexible and children will be able to concentrate for longer [image: kelly:Users:cottsmacmini5:Desktop:Screen Shot 2022-02-16 at 15.04.32.png]periods of time without getting distracted. 
(The Welsh Government (no date))

The diagram above shows the category of children up to 3 months old developing their language and literacy skills. 

Phillips (1999) suggests storytelling promotes literacy in children through points of view, a plot, characterisation and setting a theme.  Phillips (1999) states that children grasp the different genres when being read a story and they will learn to expect different features and emotions from different genres which will enhance their cognitive development as well as their language and literacy skills.  Phillips (1999) also states that early year’s education needs to include literacy programmes that include storytelling both digitally and orally to encourage children establish their language and literacy skills through learning new words, puns, archaic expressions,  rhymes, phrases, chants and figures of speech. 
Unsworth (2006) states the ways in which children interact with literary texts are being greatly influenced using the Internet and the world wide web (www) in today’s society. Unsworth (2006) continues and states the literary interests of the digital multimedia world are replacing books as a presentation format for children’s literature and digital literacy is being encouraged more and more as time progresses. 
Since 2010, there has been significant analysis of ICT in education across the UK. Crick & Moller (2016) state this from considerable computing curriculum reform through to the challenges of developing digital competencies of both teachers and children. Crick & Moller (2016) also suggest Wales has taken a different path in rethinking its ICT curriculum compared to England. Furthermore, (Donaldson, 2015) states an independent review of the whole curriculum with profound pending changes to the structure and monitoring of education will be influenced by an ICT curriculum review as it appears in today’s society, digital literacy looks like the future of education for children. 

Analysis 
According to the two activities oral storytelling is a powerful way of teaching and learning as it involves the children in the imagination of the story as the children can read the storytellers facial expressions as well as the way the story is read to them. According to Dujmović (2006), oral storytelling enables children to relate with the story to their own lives so that they understand peoples behaviour. Dujmović (2006), also suggests by listening to a story, the children not only learn the language skills in vocabulary and reading comprehension, but they also discover the total truth of human relationship and how to react with others. On the other hand, Harriman (2011) states that in today’s world, digital storytelling is suggested as one possibility that places technology as a meaningful tool for teaching and learning. 
Firstly, McLellan (2006) states digital storytelling differs from oral storytelling in a significant way which is the use of technology. Both the oral and digital storytellers deliver their story orally to the audience, but they use different means to deliver it. In the activity, it is seen that there are 3 different forms of technology being used to tell a story. McLellan (2006) argues there is not enough personal  communication and that the story is not being told with as many characteristics as it should have. McLellan (2006) states digital storytelling is “the art and craft of exploring different media and software applications to communicate stories in new and powerful ways using digital media” (p. 66) while Robin (2011)  describes digital storytelling as the practice of using computer-based technology to tell stories. Therefore, digital storytelling is different from oral storytelling in that it uses technological tools to enhance the storytelling. 
According to the two activities, there were both different and similar approaches to the story telling. Both activities included a clear message. Lee (2014) states it is important to engage with the audience and engross in the story line. Both stories had an increase in dramatic tension and suspense right up until the climax of your narrative which engaged the children in the storyline. Lee (2014) suggests regardless of the story that is being told it is important for the reader to be very clear on the plot of the story so that children can understand.
The activities promote children’s oracy skills in many ways opening up a variety of opportunities for their literacy as they grow up. Estyn (2021) suggests early years settings in Wales recognise how children’s writing, reading and oracy skills can be encouraged through literacy-type activities, such as storytelling. (Collier, 2019) emphasises the importance of reading, and it has become apparent that storytelling offers a range of benefits to the development of the literacy and language in children. Collier (2019) states storytelling on a regular basis build on children’s early childhood strengths by stimulating their language acquisition, building on their vocabulary range and helping them to successfully develop linguistic competencies. The Children’s Bureau (2017) suggests reading to children opens an opportunity for discussion between the storyteller and the children, which allows the children to participate in conversation, which is also important for their vocabulary growth and oracy skills. 
Taylor and Strickland (1947) states that storytelling not only allows for the children to hear a variety of language patterns but also provides children with different words that can be talked about with the children to deepen and extend their meaning. According to Speaker (2000), children who are read to on a regular basis, often present greater listening skills, increased sequencing abilities and a better understanding of how to organise their own writing as opposed to children who are less exposed to storytelling. 
In the activity, it has been recognised how important phonological awareness is as a factor of learning to write and read for children. Felt (2019) states rhyming allows children to engage in to different variations and rhythm, which are key components to reading aloud, therefore improving their oracy skills. Felt (2019) states that when children become familiar with a rhyming book, they learn to anticipate the rhyming word. He states this is an important skill for reading and helps children make predictions and in the activity the book used follows a rhyming theme which allows children to prepare to begin to make predictions in their language. The Measured Mum (2016) states knowledge of rhyme is not only important for oracy and reading development, but it also aids children to form an understanding that words that share common sounds often share common letters. 
In the activity, Julia Donaldson’s book; ‘Room on the Broom’ (2002), she usues the words cat and hat both end with ‘at’, therefore supporting the development of spelling and writing skills. It is suggested by reading rhyming books to children on a regular basis, children find it easier to remember the story making it a more enjoyable experience. This is supported by Medwell (2014). Furthermore, Medwell (2014) states it is the familiarity with rhyme that enhances children’s sensitivity to the sounds in their language and in return has many positive effects on their reading, writing and oracy development. 
In the activity,  repetition and the use of refrains help to reinforce children’s vocabulary and understanding of the story.  Arnerich (2018) and Soni (2013) both explain how repetition is good for children of all abilities, but it is particularly valuable for children who have English as an Additional Language in early years. In the activity, the props, story sacks and other non-verbal cues can be valuable resources to use in order to scaffold a child’s understanding and, overtime the children will start to imitate and repeat certain phrases of the story. In addition, Atlanta Speech Therapy (2016)   states predictable and repetitive stories for children are also proved to be beneficial for children with language disorders and those who have childhood apraxia. ‘Is there room on the broom’ by Donaldson (2002) is a good example of this. Tailor (2016) explains how the repetitive nature of stories such as this helps reduce the ‘cognitive load’, allowing children to focus on pronunciation, vocabulary and understanding of the content. 
During first stages of language development, it is the adult who represents behaviours to children. This supports Lev Vygotsky’s theory. Vygotsky’s theory links into storytelling, with the adult or the storyteller being the more knowledgeable person. When adults model reading behaviours during storytelling it allows children to see and hear what correct reading and text engagement looks like. This is supported by Duke and Pearson (2002) who states it is through scaffolding that children begin to imitate different reading strategies, allowing them to progressively become more independent in their own language and literacy development. 
To conclude this analysis, it has become apparent that there are several benefits to children’s language and literacy during storytelling both digitally and orally. Both methods of storytelling enhance children’s understanding into their language skills and communication. It is thought that storytelling should be a regular occurrence in a child’s education and development as it benefits all aspects of their cognitive development. Furthermore, research has shown that currently and, in the future, to come, digital literacy will become more apparent and will be used as a main source of language and literacy for children in the early years. Lastly, the story used in the activities demonstrates the importance of repetition rhyme as it encourages children to pick up on the different vocabulary and feelings and through using difference voices and actions while storytelling engages the children which will overall benefit their language and literacy. 
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