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AIM(S)
· To develop a critical understanding of the role of Chinese religions and spirituality at the grassroots level.
· To examine the applicability of a range of theoretical approaches to the study of Chinese religions and spirituality.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate a theoretically informed understanding of religious developments in modern and contemporary China.
· Analyse the role of religious and spiritual practices in their social, political and cultural contexts.
· Evaluate the appropriateness and limitations of current theoretical modules in the Chinese context.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Theoretical approaches to the study of religions in contemporary China 
· The management of religious affairs in contemporary China 
· The religious landscape of China’s cities 
· Spirituality in everyday life 
· Religion/Spirituality and wellbeing 
· Religious/spiritual pilgrimages 
· Aspects of religious commercialisation 
· Religious forms of resistance 
· Globalization and localization of Chinese religions

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	10%

	Independent learning
	270
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	300
	100%
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Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio 
	7,500 words
	100%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST
	Module Code
	HPRS7004

	Module Title
	Chinese Religions at the Grassroots

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Chau, Adam Yuet. Religion in China. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2019.
	☐

	Essential
	Johnson, Ian. The Souls of China: The Return of Religion After Mao. New York: Pantheon Books, 2017.
	☐


	Essential
	Jones, Stephen. Daoist Priests of the Li Family: Ritual Life in Village Chin. St. Petersburg, FL: Three Pines Press, 2017.
	☐


	Essential
	Peng, Mu. Religion and Religious Practices in Rural China. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2019.
	☐


	Essential
	Topley, Marjorie, and Jean Elizabeth DeBernardi. Cantonese Society in Hong Kong and Singapore : Gender, Religion, Medicine and Money. Singapore: NUS Press, 2011.
	☐

	Essential
	Vermander, Benoit, Liz Hingley, and Liang Zhang. Shanghai Sacred: The Religious Landscape of a Global City. Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 2018.
	☐


	Essential
	Zhuo, Xinping. Religious Faith
of the Chinese. Singapore: Springer, 2018.
	☐

	Further
	Chau, Adam Yuet. The Dragon King Valley: Popular Religion, Socialist State, and Agrarian Society in Shaanbei, North-Central China. Stanford: Ph.d. dissertatition, Stanford University, 2001.
	☐

	Further
	Chau, Adam Yuet. Miraculous Response: Doing Popular Religion in Contemporary China. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2005.
	☐

	Further
	Ng, Peter Tze Ming. Chinese Christianity: An Interplay between Global and Local Perspectives. Leiden: Brill, 2012.
	☐

	Further
	Herrmann-Pillath, Carsten. "Religious Individualisation in China: A Two-Modal Approach." Religious Individualisation: Historical Dimensions and Comparative Perspectives. Ed. Martin et al Fuchs. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2019. 643-668. 
	☐

	Further
	Pan Junliang. "Rethinking Mediumship in Contemporary Wenzhou." Review of Religion and Chinese Society 6.2 (2019): 229-52.
	☐

	Further
	Weller, Robert P., and Keping Wu. "On the Boundaries between Good and Evil: Constructing Multiple Moralities in China." Journal of Asian Studies 76.1 (2017): 47-67.
	☐

	Further
	Wielander, Gerda. Christian Values in Communist China. London: Routledge, 2013.
	☐

	Further
	Lozada, Eriberto. God Aboveground: Catholic Church, Postsocialist State, and Transnational Processes in a Chinese Village. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2001.
	☐

	Further
	Gaenssbauer, Monika. Popular Belief in Contemporary China. Bochum/Freiburg: project verlag, 2015.
	☐

	Further
	Steinmüller, Hans. Communities of Complicity: Everyday Ethics in Rural China. New York: Berghahn, 2013.
	☐



