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Rogoff, B., 2003. The cultural nature of human development, Oxford [UK] ; New York: Oxford University Press.The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is an agreement that is shared internationally in order to protect the rights of children. Kehily (2009) states that the UNCRC looks at four different categories relating to children’s rights and that these categories are protection, prevention, provision and participation. The Welsh Assembly Government (2016) shows that there are a total of 54 different articles within the UNCRC. Each one of those articles falls under at least one of those categories discussed by Kehily (2009). As a result of undertaking the UNCRC the Welsh Government has made an agreement to ensure that all articles laid out within the UNCRC are available to every child. 





Article 31 – All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities. Unicef (no date)

· Play is a fundamental part of learning for all children so ensuring they have a chance to play is also ensuring that they have a chance to learn and discover. Pound (2006) discusses the work of many theorists such as Frobel, Dewey and McMillian who all support the idea that children learn through play. Therefore it is crucial to let children play and spend time with activities that excite and engage them.
· The importance of creativity within the classroom is discussed by Desailly (2012) who talks about a child’s need to express their imagination and ideas in order to expand their knowledge and learn. Creativity is expressed through play and it expresses itself in many forms, from role play activities through to colouring and any other form of activity that engages and excites a child.
· The educational theory of Maria Montessori is discussed by Feez (2010). She explains how Montessori supported the idea of a child led environment, where all the toys and equipment are readily available and accessible to any child that wants to use them. This supports the previous point by Desailly (2012) as Montessori’s approach leads children to freely express and explore their imagination in order to learn. 
· Robson and Mastrangelo (2017) look at the approach of Reggio Emelia. They discuss how Emelia views the classroom as a third teacher. This idea is similar to that of Montessori as they both believe that a rich and simulating environment supportive of play and discovery is most beneficial to a child’s ability to learn.
· It is important to adapt and include children of all different needs during play so that every child can gain the benefits of learning and discovering through play. This is discussed by Macintyre (2010) who believes children with learning difficulties need extra support during playtime.
Article 8 – Governments should respect children’s right to a name, a nationality and family ties. Unicef (no date)

· Providing children with a birth certificate and cultural identity from birth allows the children access to all the rights and benefits of their country. Tigere (2015) stresses the importance of a child being protected by the rights and legislation of their country and how undocumented children have no access to this protection.
· Bond (2000) talks about how a child’s ability to create their own identity and way of presenting themselves is a foundation upon which future stages of development are then built and established.
· The idea of celebrating diversity within a classroom is discussed by Glasgow and Hicks (2015). They state that it is important to question whether a lesson could possibly make a child feel uncomfortable in regards to their religion, race, cultural or ethnic backgrounds. This shows how important it is to respect a child’s individuality and to ensure they feel welcomed and accepted.
· This idea of supporting a child’s culture, background and individuality is supported by Paat (2013), who talks about the ecological systems theory put forward by theorist Urie Bronfenbrenner. Rogoff (2003) explains the ecological systems theory in detail, showing that the people and cultures closest to the children are those with greatest influence on the child. Paat (2013) goes on to explain how introducing a child to a variety of different cultures has an influence on their social development and how they act within society.
  


Article 30 – All children have a right to learn and use the language and customs of their families, whether these are shared by the majority of people in the country or not. Unicef (no date)

· Family language and customs become a foundation of a child’s identity and a child’s individuality and identity should be respected and included in order to understand them. Nowak-Fabrykowski and Shkandrij (2004) state that you must first understand the child’s culture and way of thinking in order to begin teaching them.
· According to Bronfenbrenner (1967), If a child is subjected to an environment that belittles their culture and fails to include their customs and language, it can have a subsiding effect to a child’s sense of belonging and their overall self-esteem.
· A child has a capacity to learn many different languages. Landry (1974) talks about how different languages have the ability to strengthen a child’s brain and their ability to think divergently. He also states that there are no known disadvantages to learning many languages.
· In their Foundation Phase Framework the Welsh Government (2015) believe that children should be given the opportunity to develop socially, this type of development would be supported by the inclusion and knowledge of numerous different cultures including their own.
· The importance of children learning more than one language is put forward by Bialystok (2017). She discusses how the brain and cognitive ability are developed and strengthened by experience and believes that the most advantageous experience in order to promote such development is that of bilingualism. 
· Furthermore, due to the fact that multilingualism strengthens the brain, it is known to help prevent the onset of Alzheimer’s and dementia. This benefit of multilingualism is one that is discussed and supported by both Bialystok et al. (2007) and Kamenetz (2016). 
· Due to the many advantages behind being able to speak in different languages it is important to ensure that the language a child speaks at home with their family is promoted and encouraged in order for the child to gain these benefits and achieve their greatest potential. 
Article 3 – All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child. Unicef (no date)

· The Welsh Government (2015) sets out in its Foundation Phrase Framework the fact that the child should be at the heart of all planned curriculum. They also state that the path to education should be an overall holistic method in order to create a well-rounded child. This shows that the Welsh Government have set out a form of approach that has been put in place in order to work towards each individual child’s best interest in regards to their education and holistic needs.
· The idea of both parents and professionals working closely together is discussed by Schuster (2015). He discusses how building stronger relationships with parents creates the best outcome for children. Schuster (2015) goes on to state that this is because parents see their children on a more frequent basis that they have a greater understanding of their child which is vital knowledge for any practitioner aiming to achieve the best for the children in their care.
· It is vital for each service that concerns a child to collaborate together. This is an idea supported by Davis (2011), who states that there are clear benefits from agencies communicating and collaborating effectively. This is because everyone involved with a child’s care would then have a clear knowledge and understanding of the individual child and their unique scenario in order to provide them with the personalised care that could be vital to them achieving their greatest potential. 
· When collaborating together problems are noted quicker and overall safeguarding of a child becomes easier and more efficient. Anonymous (2017) talks about the importance of collaboration in order to safeguard children from harm, stating that there is always room for improvement in the communication between different types of child care agencies.
· When practitioners work together to work out what is best for a child, different strategies and ideas come together in order to create an overall stronger and insightful solution to any problem. This is an idea put forward by Lingo et al. (2011) who also states that teachers collaborating together creates overall higher student academic achievement.
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