ECGE4003Q – Portfolio of activities
Assessment tasks. 
Part 1. 
In Wales, many policies and important documents concerning youth work, what it is about, and where it happens are helpful for youth work students. These documents are essential to those that work in Youth Work. The Youth Work in Wales Review Group (2018) stresses that an important principle of Youth Work is the voluntary relationship between young people and the youth worker, with a young person being classified as between the ages of 11 and 25. This emphasis has been noted by others in the field. Jeffs and Smith (2010) highlight that the voluntary principle means that young people can choose to enter a relationship with the youth worker and that they can also decide to end the relationship. The Youth Work Strategy for Wales (2019) further outlines the voluntary nature of youth work as being essential for young people to feel empowered partners.    

 Adapted from: 
Youth Work in Wales Review Group. (2018) Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes, Cardiff: Youth Work in Wales Review Group. 
Welsh Government. (2019) Youth Work Strategy for Wales, Cardiff: Welsh Government.    

Part 2a
This essay will focus on youth work. CLD Standards Council Scotland (2019) suggests that youth work “enables young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential”. For a youth worker it is essential that they can build a relationship with young people, Blacker (2010) backs this up by saying “a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people”.  Jolly (2010) also backs up what Blacker said by stating that “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with worker”. A youth worker provides young people with opportunities to learn but on the young person’s terms. The young person can decide whether they want to engage with the youth worker. Harte (2010) says that “they provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place”. Youth workers catalyze to start and speed up young people's learning and development.

Reference List: 
CLD Standards Council Scotland. (2019). Youth Work National Occupational Standards, Glasgow: CLD Standards Council Scotland. 
Blacker, H. (2010). “Relationships, friendships and youth work”, in Jeffs, T. & Smith, M. (eds). (2010) Youth work Practice, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 15-30. 
Harte, S. (2010). “Activities in youth work”, in Jeffs, T. & Smith, M. (eds). (2010) Youth work Practice, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 85-100. 
Jolly, J. (2010). “Local Youth Work”, in Rogers, A. & Smith, M. (eds). (2010) Journeying Together, Dorset: Russell House Publishing, pp. 1-12

1. It is important to acknowledge sources of information to make it clear that they are taken from another author. If students do not do this, they can be accused of academic misconduct.
2. False. Every source of information needs to be referenced, even when the information has been paraphrased.
3. This statement is false because anybody can edit it and is therefore not a reliable academic source. 
4. For quotes that are more than 30 words long they need to be presented in a separate paragraph that is indented and single line spacing.
5. Library, online library, lecture notes, google scholar, journal articles        




Part 3. 	Comment by liza gilbert: Add an intro that says you will be critiquing an article by…. And give the title of it
This review will critique an article called "Students' Perspectives on Cyber Bullying. The three writers of this article are Patricia Agatston, Robin Kowalski, and Susan Limber. Agatston works in the "Cobb County School District, Prevention/Intervention Centre in Marietta, Georgia. Kowalski works in the "Department of Psychology at Clemson University in Clemson, South Carolina. Finally, Limber is employed at the "Institute on Family and Neighbor Life at Clemson University in Clemson, South Carolina.
The date of this article is 2007, so it may be considered too old for current use, and more recent research could have been completed since the publication of this article. However, the research and writing of the article are from authoritative sources.
The primary data was conducted through focus groups carried out with 148 students in middle and high schools in the United States. No other primary data collection was employed, so the views of these students were not backed up by any further research.
However, the topic of cyber bullying and young people is very pertinent and has become even more current with the deaths through suicide of young people in the UK and around the world. There is debate in the UK Government now to put in policy relating to strategies to prevent cyber bullying.
The abstract is comprehensive but may be too long in terms of an abstract, as they can typically be shorter. After the abstract, the report is brief but structured in a recognizable format. It is laid out clearly in the way typical journal articles are presented. Each section has a clear heading, so it is easy to follow.
The students were divided by gender to encourage voices to be heard, and the students were taken from a diverse socio-economic group. This again reflects on how society is and how communities are made up. The ages range of the students from 12-17 covers the age group that young people could be susceptible to cyber bullying. Tas'adi (2020) states that "bullying occurs frequently in the school environment around the world, and it is most seen among younger people aged between 11 and 13".
The results section highlights that many students do not report cyber bullying to an adult while at school, as mobile phone use is banned in the school. It also highlighted that they would not report cyber bullying to adults at home due to the fact they might lose the right to have a phone.
More importantly, the results indicated that the strategies for dealing with cyber bullying were only blocking or ignoring the sender. In addition, they did not know how to report the removal of objectionable websites. This demonstrates a need for more information on how to prevent cyber bullying, which may now be in place as the article, as stated before, is dated 2007 and is, therefore, fifteen years old.
The only references for this research come from one of the researchers, so it is not very extensive and could be biased.
The language is easy to read, and there are not any scientific words or use of jargon.
There is a small amount of information on the students, and there were only students from two different schools, which is a small number. Knowing if the schools were in the same catchment area would have been useful. In addition, more detail on the student demographics would have been helpful, for instance, the proportions of those aged 12 and 17.
The issue of gender is important, as research indicates that girls are more likely to be bullied than boys. The report lacks details on the differences between genders. What was the difference between the male and the female students? Was one gender higher than the other, and did they have equal amounts of both male and female students? Did they find that one gender was cyber bullied more than the other gender?
One hundred fifty students are not a very big focus group, and this could have been increased and spread out over more schools. This would then consider if cyber bullying was worse in certain areas and why.
The reference list should be longer as the researchers have only referenced themselves. They do not provide any other findings to back up their findings and what they are saying. This could be seen as being biased.
It is good that they acknowledged it was a man that did the interviews with the students, and the students do not see school district personnel as helpful resources for dealing with cyber bullying. Students are currently experiencing most of the cyber bullying outside of the school day. They need to make an action plan to see how this can be dealt with and changed, making it easier for the students to access help around cyber bullying if they need it.
The research was undertaken in America. This could be different if it was undertaken and completed in the UK. This could influence the findings of the study.
78% of the students surveyed had no experience with cyber bullying, which could affect the findings as the highest amount have never experienced cyber bullying before. Therefore, they would not know how it feels or how to deal with it, and they would not be able to suggest different ways of coping with the bullying. This could result from the students lying about being cyber bullied, mainly as the focus group was face-to-face. Perhaps they were fearful of repercussions or that confidentiality would not be upheld.
The writers did not attach the students' answers in an appendix. Therefore, the reader cannot refer to them and decide if the research conclusions were correctly recorded and analysed. In research, an appendix is provided so there is transparency on the questions and answers. An appendix would support how the results have been interpreted and validate the researchers' findings. It is better to include them as an appendix rather than in the body of the research, as it helps make the document more readable.
The article is easy to read and relevant as it addressed an important issue. However, it would have been more informative if the researchers had referred to other research in the field and also provided an appendix that showed the questions asked and the participants responses. 
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