Journal entry 2 

We learned the majority of the tap dances in the first act at the start of rehearsals. I struggled with this because I hadn't done tap in a long time, so I had to get used to the sound of the tap shoes, but I was eventually able to get used to the sound and learn the dances. To assist me in learning the dances, I scheduled extra rehearsals with some of the other students in my class to help me with bits I had missed due to my inability to participate when my PTSD was severe. We were able to stage all of act one fairly quickly, and I was very comfortable with what I was doing. I made a point of noting where I was and when throughout the first act so that I didn't get confused.
I caught Covid-19 during Crazy for You rehearsals. During my isolation period, I made it a point to go over all of the dances and new songs for the show on a daily basis. Unfortunately, because I caught covid and missed some rehearsal time, I was unable to participate in the show and was removed; instead, I was assigned to assist with costume and props backstage. This has had a significant impact on my mental health, and my work ethic has sadly declined, but I am working as hard as I can to complete everything that has been assigned to me, and I am helping as much as I can. I wasn't given much to do the first week back of rehearsals, so I sat and watched the cast perform and stage act two of the production. As this was happening, I took it upon myself to write notes of the cast's entrances and exits, as well as when I thought there would be costume changes, so that when I am backstage in tech week and production week, I can assist the cast as much as possible with costume changes.
After a week of watching the cast and taking as many notes as I could, the designer assigned me tasks to create newspapers. I made four pages of newspapers for props in a 1930s style with a lot of writing. I printed them on A3 paper and sent them to the designer for approval. I then had to create a 1930s British telegram with the letter written in script on it. To do this, I had to look up what a 1930s British telegram looked like, use it as a prop, and then write the note underneath it, which I then sent off to be approved. Finally, I had to design a hotel sign for Lank Hawkins Tea Rooms that week. This was the simplest of the three assignments. I looked up 1930s hotel signs and used them as a template to create the hotel sign for the show.
The next day, I spent the entire day backstage assisting the designer with costume fittings. This was very interesting to me because I had never seen this side of production before. I assisted in the collection of costumes and assisted people in trying on their costumes while making notes on extra items they required and items that required different sizes. “The costume designer is responsible for the design of all costumes worn by the cast” (Costume Designer Guidelines | Ithaca College, 2022). 
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