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The story of Caesar’ civil war is often written by other scholars as being the accumulation of a long series of events, starting with the political subversion of Rome by the Gracchus brothers that saw the end of the Roman republic and the genesis of the Roman Empire. Caesars image in the eyes of the Roman people is often held as being one of the principal factors that led to this world changing conflict and his rivalry with his former ally Pompey. Politically Caesar was for a time untouchable due to the support of Marcus Crassus and Pompey in Rome’s first Triumvirate, and Caesar garnered much support from the people due to his campaigns in Gaul and Britain. This public perception of Caesar as a conquering hero caused many senators to fear his political ambitions, as he was always arguing for reform. The senate had their own heroic figure in Pompey whom they convinced to turn on Caesar. The purpose of this project is to analyse how and why the heroic perception of Caesar made him a dangerous figure to the senate and his contribution to the fall of the Republic. To accomplish this several areas must be examined starting with the Triumvirate, then Caesar’s rise to fame in Gaul, the civil war and the state of Rome in its aftermath. As mentioned previously, some scholars (such as Jane. F. Mitchell) have argued that the civil war was a link in a chain of events that led to the downfall of the republic. I seek to determine whether this claim is true, or if the fall of the Republic is purely the legacy of Caesar.
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1. Introduction:
· Purpose of paper: Was it Caesar’s heroic image that led to the end of the Roman Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire.
· Other factors to consider such as, the influence of Tiberius Gracchus and the Marian reforms
2. The triumvirate: This section of the paper will spotlight each member of the triumvirate. The roles they played and how they set the transformation of Rome from a Republic to an Empire on course.
· Crassus: This sub-section will touch on Crassus’s rise to fame in putting down the Spartacus revolt. It will however, predominantly focus on his role in the triumvirate as the money of the coalition. 
· Pompey: Due to his long career of military success this sub-section will focus on his role in Sulla’s second civil war and his role in the Triumvirate as the military muscle of the three.
· Caesar: This sub-section will focus on the significant role he played in reconciling Crassus and Pompey to form the triumvirate. This part will also look at the accomplishments of this powerful alliance, such as getting land distribution for the poor. Though this may become a section by itself.
3. Caesar in Gaul: here I will focus on Caesars military conquests in Gaul and Britain. I will also discuss the fragmenting of the Triumvirate and Caesar’s political career
· The first sub-section will detail Caesar’s military career in Gaul, and how it caused his heroic image to outshine Pompey.
· Next I will look at the end of the triumvirate, starting with the death of Crassus, the growing jealousy of Pompey and the fear of the senate.
· Finally I will look at Caesar’s political position as governor of Illyricum, Cisalpine Gaul and Transalpine Gaul. how this expanded his military, financial and political power.
4. The civil war
· First, I will look at the key events of this war, such as Caesar crossing the Rubicon, Rome’s abandonment by Pompey and his ultimate death.
· Lastly I will examine the public perception of Caesar and Pompey through out the course of this war.
5. End of the Republic
· In this section I will first look at the assassination of Caesar by the senate in a last desperate attempt to preserve the Republic.
· Finally I will examine the coming of Augustus with it the death of the Republic.
6. Conclusion
Word Count: 905
