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Monday 29th October 
June 323 BC
The role play begins with the death of Alexander the Great. As each character finds out about the king’s death they react in different ways; some grieve for the loss with sorrow, while others are happy such as Harpalus who was in Alexander’s debt. Other key figures in history started their quest for the power and money that Alexander had left behind. This was called the Diadochi wars. During Alexander’s rule he had taken over many lands including the lands of the Greeks who upon hearing the news of his death started to rebel against the Macedonians.[footnoteRef:2] My character in the role play game, Polyperchon, was sent to stop the rebellion in Greece. Historically the Macedonians attempted to suppress the Greek rebellions with an event known as the Lamian wars which lasted from 323 BC to 322 BC.[footnoteRef:3] However, in the role playing game Harpalus was able to bribe the Greek polis’ into submission, then made a peace treaty with Antipater the regent of Macedonian, whereby he would rule it all if Harpalus died.  [2:  (Lendering, Jona, 2002), Polyperchon.]  [3:  Hornblower, S. 2000. pp. 315–316.] 

Also, in the role play another crisis was adverted when the army general of Alexander the Great, Kraterus went to Pella and made peace with Antipater. In history this was a crisis as originally Kraterus was sent back by Alexander to replace Antipater as regent of Macedonia. My character Polyperchon was with Kraterus and other veterans so due to the peace agreement I am now on the side of Antipater. The reason my character was with Kraterus and veteran soldiers was because before Alexander died, he sent us back from Babylon back to Macedonia.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  (Lendering, Jona, 2002) Polyperchon.] 

In order to get more territory for Macedonia for resources and power in the greater plan, plans were made to conquer Thrace. In history Lysimachus took control of thrace in 315 Bc and later on king in 306 Bc so there is historical precedence of Macedonian having control of Thrace.[footnoteRef:5] In the role play, with troops from Kraterus and Harpalus and ships from Niarchos, the court of Macedonia and Greece took Thrace. Historically, Alexander the Great went on many campaigns to take more power and consolidate territory.  that he had in this way. [5:  Chisholm, Hugh, ed. (1911). P184] 

To conclude the end of the role play session Antipater was regent of Macedon, Kraterus and Niarchos shared regency over Thrace under the supervision of Antipater. Harpalus was the regent of Greece and allied with Antipater also meaning they were setting up for a possible merger later on. As for my character Polyperchon, I am yet to have control over a land, army or money. Although I am a very important member to the Macedonian court as the role of an advisor to the regents.[footnoteRef:6] Historically this would be probable as my character lived through the reign of Philip II and Alexander the Great and was very respected by the Macedonians.  [6:  Diodorus. 18.54.2] 



Tuesday 30th 
The first order of business in the role play was for the Macedonian court with the advice of my character Polyperchon, to try to make a peace treaty with Melegros of the eastern empire. Trying to obtain peace is seen history by how Philip of Macedon, defeated Argaeus and made peace.[footnoteRef:7]  While this is happening Niarchos is scouting Sicily for possible trade opportunities. As suggest by Perdiccas, Antipater continues to rule with others taking separate jobs within the court. My character Polyperchon became in charge of the treasury, as ruler Antipater took the role diplomate. Kartarus was declared next in line to rule. Perdiccas wanted to be the head of military but we did not trust this so said he could train soldiers. Niarchos remained head of navy and Olympias became secretary. However, historically there is no mention of my character Polyperchon being in charge of a treasury only being in charge of Macedonia. [footnoteRef:8]    [7:  Diodorus, 16.3-4]  [8:  (Lendering, Jona, 2002) Polyperchon.] 

In the wider world Eumenes invaded the Asia minor side of the Hellespont and the diplomat went down to make a peace treaty with Eumenes. Which was successful for the time being. Next the Macedonian court made a trade deal with the Bithynia located across the Black sea. It was a 5% deal of timber and grain so both parties benefited.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  (Bissa, 2009). Chapter 4. P111] 

Then in the role play game the court decided to house the combined treasury from Greece and Macedon, for easier usage as one ruler controlled both lands since Harpalus died. The combined treasury that my character Polyperchon was still in charge of, was moved to be held in Delphi. Later on it was also recommended by Perdiccas that the capital of the combined lands should also be in Delphi. The reasoning behind these decisions is that Delphi was seen as a religious site for both the Greeks and Macedonians so there should be no revolts about it. There is historical precedence for Delphi being a religious site.[footnoteRef:10] However, this was not possible due to not being able to move all the weight of the talents. [10:  The historical precedence for this is the archaeological evidence of “Ruins of the ancient Temple of Apollo at Delphi, overlooking the valley of Phocis.”] 


Thursday 1st November 
319 BC
My plan for my character Polyperchon is to be involved in the assassination of Perdiccas. The reason for my plan is due to believing like many others in the court including Niarchos and Kraterus, Perdiccas seems to be trying to take over everything and wanting more and more power than what was agreed. There is historical precedence for this action as it is known through ancient and modern scholarship that Antipater and Kraterus moved to kill Perdiccas for the same reason, that he was taking too much power.[footnoteRef:11]     [11:  (Lendering, Jona, 2002) Polyperchon.] 

My plan to be involved in killing Perdiccas did not go to plan, due to him knowing his time was coming to an end as he did not fulfil his mission from Melegros and his plan to betray Macedonia to do this. Perdiccas killed himself after his small army refused to turncoat with him.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  (Lendering, 2006) Eumenes.] 

Antipater died of old age,[footnoteRef:13] so Kraterus took over as regent of Macedonia and Greece. My character Polyperchon becomes joint ruler of Thrace with Niarchos. Historically this would have been the year that my character Polyperchon would have taken over as regent from Antipater and a war with Kassander because of this would soon happen.[footnoteRef:14] But due to other characters in the role playing game this is not the case.     [13:  Diodorus of Sicily 18.48.4-50.5. ]  [14:  (Habicht, 1998) pp75-77] 

Later on due to unsettlement with the change to a democracy of the Macedonian court Kraterus becomes king of Macedonia and Greece. Then he marries Cleopatra II (sister of Alexander the Great). Soon after this there is news that Kraterus and Cleopatra are expecting a child.    
In the wider world Melegros in the east becomes co king with Alexander IV son of Roxana widow of Alexander the Great. The Macedonian court made alliance with Antigonus to join the battle against Eumenes with a 50/50 split of wealth and peace. Abydos had to be sieged, then the battle was fought. Macedonia won the siege and battle but Antiginous went back on his word and allied with Eumenes as he had planned. This meant that due to casualties of war the numbers were decreased and with the added soldiers from Antigonus the Macedonians may not survive. To add to the bad luck Niarchos betrayed us (Macedonians) to side with Ptolemy, due to suffering a lot of debt, so was executed and his ships stolen.[footnoteRef:15] At the end of the battle the Macedonians retreated back to Macedonia with the use of the stolen ships. [15:  (Lendering, 2006) Eumenes.] 


Friday 2nd November 
320 BC 
My plan for this session of role playing lectures is to survive. Due to a ranging war with Eumenes, Antigonus, Ptolemy and troops from Melegros, it was decided that my character Polyperchon and Olympias were to take the child of Kraterus and Cleopatra II and go into hiding while a war raged on. This can be certified by in history when Seleukos was asked to hand over his revenue records to Antigious he denied and fled for fear of his life.[footnoteRef:16] This was both strategic because the child is heir to the Macedonian throne and also is a legitimate heir to the Alexandrian empire so would be seen as a threat. Also the going into hiding fits with my plan to survive as my character is more likely to survive in hiding than in a battle or in a place that may be invaded.  [16:  Diodorus, 19.55-6.3-5] 

Delphi was plundered by the son of Ptolemy, Pharaoh of Egypt, and they took the Oracle. This not only angered the people of Macedonian and Greece but also angered the gods as it was seen as disrespectful.[footnoteRef:17]  [17:  Pausanias, Guide for Greece 10.19.4-23.9.] 

As a part of this war many battles were fought. In particular when Greece/Macedonia was invaded there was a battle where the Macedonian forces were victorious. By the end of this battle Antigonus had died in battle and Eumenes was seriously injured as was Eurydike on our (Macedonian) side. A few months later after the battle both Eumenes and Eurydike died due to their injuries they had suffered.

Monday 5th November 
319 BC
My plan for this session is to continue to survive while war is ranging against the Macedonians. 
The court of Macedonia had a war to fight against both the east Melegros’ empire and Egyptian empire under Ptolemy. In Asia Minor, the two forces boxed the Macedonian forces in from the front and behind meaning surviving was not likely. The army of the east empire had a larger force than us Macedonians, meaning we would be outnumbered. Also, the army of Ptolemy was also significantly larger than the Macedonian army. Kraterus decided that the battle would be a suicide battle as they were not expecting to be able to survive and make it back due to the large armies and the Hellespont was still blocked by Ptolemaic naval forces. The naval forces had a battle for the Hellespont before the land battle, Ptolemaic forces were victorious meaning getting troops back was not possible. However, it was possible somehow to sneak one messenger back, meaning my character Polyperchon could be aware of what was happening in Asia Minor. 
My character Polyperchon, was also still ruling over Thrace while Kraterus fought in Asian Minor. As the battle in Asia Minor happened the eastern empire had bribed the northern tribes to invade and scavenge the north of Macedonia.[footnoteRef:18] Kraterus had left 8,000 troops to deal with it, as my character Polyperchon was also in Thrace I was able to know what was happening and how best to proceed. In history my character had crushed rebellions before so there is precedence that he would know what to do.[footnoteRef:19]     [18:  Pausanias, Guide for Greece 10.19.4-23.9.]  [19:  (Lendering, Jona, 2002) ] 


Tuesday 6th November 
318 BC
My plan for this session is to try and see if my character can take control of Macedonia once Kraterus dies in battle. With the 8,000 men left in Thrace and others in garrison in Pella there seem a chance to be able to secure it. Also, if control of Macedonia was gained my character would be able to make peace treaties with other empires which should hopefully stop the attacks on Macedonia.
My plan for my character did not go to plan due to Kraterus made an alliance with Ptolemy to continue to rule over Macedonian under him. As advised my character Polyperchon’s next move was to request to rule Thrace under Ptolemy. The envoy that was sent with the offer came back with no news. In the meantime, there were other envoys with advice and propositions that approached my character. Due to noticing that my character was alone in the role playing my character sought an ally in the east.[footnoteRef:20] With the use of a body double in Thrace my character was able to run away to seek refuge in Bactria with envoys sent to the satrap. The body double for my character Polyperchon was killed, by Ptolemy who evidently had rejected the proposal. This meant that during my characters travels to Bactria the entire world, except one, thought he was dead so was able to arrive safely in Bactria. By the end of the role playing session my character was now in Bactria with a 4,000 men garrison protecting my character and a body guard.  [20:  Diodorus, 19.55-6] 

Although my character in history did not run away there is historical precedence for this action with Seleukus ran away with ‘fifty horsemen, with the intention of fleeing to Ptolemy in Egypt’. [footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Diodorus, 19.55-6.5 ] 


Thursday 8th November
317 BC
A plague of locust was set on the lands of Egypt by the gods.[footnoteRef:22] The plague spread across the east but never reached where my character Polyperchon is in Bactria. After the locusts there were out breaks of diseases that resulted in decreased population. [22:  The Bible, New international version.] 

Although Bactria was not affected by the gods sending Locusts and the aftermath they caused, there was a different problem for them. Chandragupta sent 35,000 men and 3,000 elephants to invade Bactria. My character became the general of 10,000 men under command of Peukestas and were sent to march on Nysa in Parthia but did not fight due to a new general from Chandragupta so came back to Bactria and settled the army. The satrap of Bactria at this time Peukestas sent an envoy to India to make a peace treaty in order to stop this. In the treaty Bactria would become independent from the rest of the east and would be a client kingdom of India.     

Friday 9th November 
The king of the east Melegros died and left in his will is to kill Peukestas as the declaring of independence was seen as a crime so soon after Peukestas was killed by poison honey allegedly. As the general of the Bactrian army and advisor to the late satrap Peukestas, my character Polyperchon was given rule of Bactria, Dragiane, Aria, Arachosia and Sogdiane.[footnoteRef:23] However, before Peukestas died he had made plans with Hebrontes to take 20,000 of our troops to fight Python the last official standing in the east, on the commands of Chandragupta. After this battle Parthyene, Hyrcania, Abarshahr were added to the places my character now rules and peace was made with Peithon.  [23:  Diodorus, 18.48.4] 
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