Ryan Stead-Roberts
In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, 
Political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are 
Creating.

Environment can have an affect on the audience as there is no guaranty they are facing the same issues or challenges we as a company are offering with our piece of theatre. However one subject the company had a discussion on is the word, God. We discussed how the word is not to be mentioned in schools as it can cause an affect on those who are or not religious, it’s known that your not allowed to say “oh my god” in Catholic schools as you’re using the Lords name in vain. This saying represents that you’re ‘going to commit evil’, therefore this would have a social, political and cultural affect if the company used the word God during the piece when performing in front of school audiences. Another social aspect we are not to discuss within the piece is family, this matter has been disallowed by the company director due to following certain rulings, one being not knowing the audience connections with family (parents, deaths) etc. The theatre piece which the company has devised is highly influenced around animals this can have an affect on the audience as religious beliefs and personal sacrifices can come into tact, it’s a cultural issue as there are religions that believe in not eating meat which is produced by animals which we are mimicking throughout our show. This can also have a social effect as audience members make sacrifices not to eat meat, e.g. vegetarians, pescatarians, vegans, etc. The audience can perceive our message the wrong way which can influence and challenge their views and mind sets.
One of the scenes that the company has been working on is ‘Canadian bears’ I believe this can have a cultural affect as the storyline is representing slight discrimination due to the fact that the story is comparing Welsh bears to Canadian bears. The young audience that the story would be shown to would only have an understanding that bears are just bears, I believe there is no need to specify the nationality of the bears. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other social affects the piece has to offer is emotional connection and affections children have with animals whether that’s wildlife or pets. Also the social themes that appear during the storyline, such as Halloween, this has a massive effect on everyone, for whom may or may not support the social event. 
Each individual will have their own political view on our universal message we tell about the environment through our story. I believe we are sending out a political message by describing that no matter what is happening within your environment whether good or bad you should always prioritise, care and respect for what’s in your community, that scales from waste all the way to nature. As a company we are informing the audience what issues are occurring within their society due to environmental changes, the cast are presenting their views and beliefs in a child friendly matter therefore the young audiences can be captivated and engaged within the story as well the message we hope to portray. 

