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Video transcript: Hyatt Regency Walkway Collapse by 
Álvaro Vicente

The Hyatt Regency walkway collapse was one of the deadliest structural collapses in the US history. 
It occurred at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri on July 17th, 1981. The construction of Hyatt Regency Kansas City began in May 1978 and was officially opened on July 1st, 1980. The hotel was characterized by its Lobby which incorporated a multi-story arterial formed by two elevated walkways suspended from the roof they connected a second third and fourth floors between the North and the South wings. 
Seventeen days after its opening, disaster occurred. During a tea dance which gathered sixteen hundred people, suddenly the fourth-floor walkway collapsed onto the second-floor walkway, falling to the lobby floor below; resulting 114 death and 219 injured. 
The walkways were suspended from a set of steel tie rods with the second-floor walkway hanging directly on the fourth-floor walkway. The investigation revealed that the disaster came from a failure in the cross beams that supported a fourth platform and the second one at the same time. This disaster could have been avoided by checking the calculations at these critical points, but the basic problem was a lack of communication between Jack D. Gillum and associates, the engineer team of the project, and Haven steel the manufacturer which caused the construction of a structure a good bear only 30% of its mandated minimum load.
There's no doubt that this fact has become a lesson for the future engineering construction project.


Source: Hyatt Regency Walkway Collapse
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8EHn8M9lpuQ) 
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