WEEK 2: HEART OF DARKNESS - PERCEPTION AND EMPIRE
LEOPOLD OF BELGIUM IN THE CONGO
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In 1878, under the auspices of the holding company, he hired the famous explorer Henry Morton Stanley to establish a colony in the Congo region.[3] Much diplomatic manoeuvring resulted in the Berlin Conference of 1884–85, at which representatives of fourteen European countries and the United States recognized Leopold as sovereign of most of the area he and Stanley had laid claim to. On 5 February 1885, the result was the Congo Free State (later becoming, successively, the Belgian Congo, the Republic of the Congo, Zaire, and now the Democratic Republic of the Congo or DRC — not to be confused with Republic of the Congo formerly owned by France), an area 76 times larger than Belgium, which Leopold was free to rule as a personal domain through his private army, the Force Publique.







     The civilised image
Forced labor was extorted from the natives. The abuses were particularly bad in the rubber industry, including enslavement and mutilation of the native population. Missionary John Harris of Baringa, for example, was so shocked by what he had come across that he felt moved to write a letter to Leopold's chief agent in the Congo: "I have just returned from a journey inland to the village of Insongo Mboyo. The abject misery and utter abandon is positively indescribable. I was so moved, Your Excellency, by the people's stories that I took the liberty of promising them that in future you will only kill them for crimes they commit." Estimates of the death toll range from two to fifteen million.[5][6][7] The Encyclopædia Britannica estimates the population loss at somewhere between 8 million and 30 million people.[citation needed] Determining how many people died is difficult as accurate  records were not kept. Smallpox and sleeping sickness decimated the population.[8] By 1896 the sleeping sickness had killed up to 5,000 Africans in the village of Lukolela on the Congo River. The mortality figures were gained through the efforts of Roger Casement, who found only 600 survivors of the disease in Lukolela in 1903.[9] 

Reports of outrageous exploitation and widespread human rights abuses led to an international protest movement in the early 1900s. The campaign under the auspices of the Congo Reform Association to report on Leopold's "secret society of murderers," led by British diplomat Roger Casement, and former shipping clerk E. D. Morel, became the first mass human rights movement.[10] Supporters included American humorist Mark Twain, who wrote a stinging political satire entitled King Leopold's Soliloquy, in which 
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the King supposedly argues that bringing Christianity to the country outweighs a little starvation. Leopold's rubber gatherers were tortured, maimed and slaughtered until the turn of the century, when the conscience of the Western world forced Brussels to call a halt.[11] It should be noted that, as Adam Hochschild describes in King Leopold's Ghost, France, Germany and Portugal were quick to adopt the Congolese methods in those parts of their colonies where natural rubber occurred, imposing a similar death toll on the natives.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leopold_II_of_Belgium

MORE ON THE BELGIAN TREATMENT OF CONGOLESE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congo_Free_State#Severed_hands




Children were amongst those whose hands were amputated when they or their family didn't meet Belgian rubber demands 





CODA:  CONTINUING IMPACT OF LEOPOLD’S POLICIES TODAY 





CONTEMPORARY CONFLICT IN DRC


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo#Rwandan.2FUgandan_Invasions_and_Civil_Wars" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo#Rwandan.2FUgandan_Invasions_and_Civil_Wars� 





CHILD SOLDIERS IN CONFLICT*


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_use_of_children#Africa" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_use_of_children#Africa� 





* In a strange parody of the Belgian terror child soldiers as young as 8 are inducted into the military by being forced to mutilate and murder – often their own parents





MODERN PROJECT EXPLORING LINKS BETWEEN WALES AND CONGO: 


� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/southeastwales/hi/people_and_places/arts_and_culture/newsid_8234000/8234119.stm" ��http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/southeastwales/hi/people_and_places/arts_and_culture/newsid_8234000/8234119.stm� 








