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This chapter is ‘Findings and Conclusions’. During this chapter the researcher will discuss the findings from the project so far and relate them to other pieces of literature that have already been conducted around the same subject area. 

The main objectives for this piece of research were: to provide a background context of the history of the reporting of sexual offences by females; to identify if the number of reported incidents for sexual assaults on females have decreased since the murder of Sarah Everard; to identify if the trust and confidence of the female population have in the police has reduced and whether this would impact on future reporting of sexual offences and lastly, to identify ways to improve public trust and confidence. The research questions for this piece of research were: Has the death of Sarah Everard affected the trust between the female demographic and police? Has there been a decrease in the reporting of sexual offences by the female demographic since the death of Sarah Everard? In order to answer the research questions and address the research aims, the researcher will now discuss the findings and conclusions that this study has accumulated.

Figure #1 from the analysis of results chapter showed the number of sexual offences reported to North Wales Police by females from May 2020 – May 2021. As the researcher previously discussed the results for this individual force did not follow a specific pattern or structure however, the results did follow a similar pattern when compared to other results. From looking at the findings from these results alone, the death of Sarah Everad has not affected the trust with the female demographic when reporting sexual offences to North Wales Police as the month of May 2021 there were 166 reports of sexual offences. This was the highest statistic on the graph. There has not been a decrease in reporting of sexual offences to North Wales Police following the death of Sarah Everard as the number of sexual offences reported to North Wales Police were consistent with the previous year. Women’s Aid, (2020) stated that as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic females found their situation had worsened due to feeling afraid and isolated. This meant that females were trapped in their homes with their partner and perpetrator for a lengthy period of time. Stone (1983) found that in previous centuries domestic rape was not a crime in England or Wales. This has since changed. Women’s Aid (2020) and Stone (1983) supports these findings as the number of reports for sexual offences increased from 95 in February 2021 to 166 in March 2021.

Figure #2 from the previous chapter showed the number of sexual offences reported to South Wales Police by females from June 2020 – May 2021. Again the statistics did not follow any individual or specific pattern but when compared with other results a similar pattern was acknowledged. From South Wales Police statistics alone, the death of Sarah Everard has not affected the trust with the female demographic when reporting sexual offences to South Wales Police as the month’s March 2021, April 2021 and May 2021 include two of the highest number of reports followed closely by the fourth highest number of reports. The number of sexual offences reported to South Wales Police did not decrease following the death of Sarah Everard. Lubtiz (2016) stated that previously females were more likely to become a victim of rape or sexual assault if they wore tight or revealing clothing on a night out. This theory does not support these finding as the UK was in a national lockdown as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and all bars and nightclubs were closed. This meant the females were not going out in ‘tight’ or ‘revealing’ clothing and the number of reports for sexual offences increased during this period. 

Figure #3 from the previous chapter showed the number of sexual offences reported to Gwent Police by females from May 2020 – May 2021. This figure did not follow any specific pattern however, the results from March 2021 onwards were fairly higher than previous months. The trust of female victims of sexual offences within Gwent Police area was not affected following the death of Sarah Everard as the findings show that the results increased in the number of reports. Sable et al (2010) found that victims were reluctant in reporting sexual offences as a result of feeling shame and embarrassment. This theory does not support these findings as Gwent Police statistics fairly increased following the death of Sarah Everard even though the perpetrator at the time was a serving police officer. The researcher believes that this would have been more of a reason for victims of this type of crime not to report sexual offences to police but in fact the findings show the opposite.  

Figure #4 from the analysis of results chapter showed the number of sexual offences reported to Dyfed-Powys Police by female victims from May 2020 – May 2021. The findings from Dyfed-Powys Police shows no specific pattern however, the results do increase significantly from March 2021 onwards. As a result of this, the researcher can say that the trust with the female demographic and police when reporting sexual offences to Dyfed-Powys Police has not been affected following the death of Sarah Everard and there has not been a decrease in reporting. Rape Crisis (2021) stated that 90% of rape victims knew their perpetrator prior to being raped. This evidences that the number of sexual offences reported to police following the death of Sarah Everard increased possibly as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The researcher believes that COVID-19 could be an explanation as to why the number of sexual offences reported increased supporting Rape Crisis’ findings that the victim already knew their perpetrator. These results may well include a high number of domestic rapes. 

The researcher found that whilst conducting this research project there were limitations that restricted the ability to complete this project as originally wished. The researcher is currently undertaking a full time degree alongside working a full time challenging job which involves shifts. Time was very limited and one of the biggest limitations the researcher faced whilst conducting this study. The researcher originally planned to collect data from all police forces in England and Wales however, given the time implication and the word count limitation in the analysis of results chapter, it was not possible to complete this. A limitation that the researcher was aware of, was that some police forces may not have been able to differentiate the results for male and female victims and sexual offences and violent offences. However, the researcher overcame that limitation by asking the individual force to specify what the results referred to in the information request.

In conclusion for this chapter, it is apparent that from the findings discussed above there has not been a decrease in the number of reports for sexual offences following the death of Sarah Everard in Wales. The death of Sarah Everard has also not affected the trust between the female demographic and police when reporting sexual offences. BMJ (2020) will say that in Jianli County, Hubei province of China, police reports show that domestic violence cases tripled in February 2020 when compared to February 2019. An estimation was made that 90% of the reports were related to the COVID-19 epidemic. The researcher understands that these statistics were from China and not the UK however, COVID-19 was a pandemic which means its affects were worldwide. BMJ (2020) did however state that a project tackling violence against women was undertaken in the UK. The projects results found that domestic violence related deaths between 23rd March 2020 and 12th April 2020 had more than doubled when compared with the average rate from the previous ten years. A total number of 16 deaths were calculated. This evidences that the COVID-19 pandemic did in fact worsen situations of domestic violence for females, supporting the researcher’s belief that the pandemic accounted for an increase in the number of domestic related sexual offences reported to police. Sorenson et al (2021) states that violence against women is actually an endemic itself and most of the violence is caused by an intimate partner. A survey was undertaken in the United States involving the community residents. 36.4% of female residents which is 41.6 million females reported that at during some point in their life, they experienced sexual violence, physical violence or stalking by an intimate partner. Again the researcher is fully aware that these findings refer to the United States however, the findings put the number of female victims of sexual offences into perspective. The researcher would suggest that if further studies were to be conducted surrounding this topic in the future, the next researcher should collect data from police forces in England as well as police forces in Wales in order to get more of an accurate account as this incident occurred in England. The researcher would also suggest that future studies include more research specifically relating to Sarah Everard that was not available at the time when the researcher began this study. 
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