HPHI5009, 6009, 7001

Tuesday 6 November, 10.00-1.00

Religion and Power: cathedrals and monastic networks

In preparation for the class please think about the following question for group discussion to kickstart the session. 

In a medieval context, and particularly in the context of conquered lands, what is the link between ‘religion’ and ‘power’?

We will then work our way through a number of questions. Some readings are provided on Moodle and for other questions you will need to do some research. I realise that you may not have time to prepare ALL of the questions, but please put some thought into some of them. 

England

1 The (alleged) state of the English church in 1066.

In preparation for class, please read the passage from William of Malmesbury’s Deeds of the Kings of the English and think about how the author portrays the state of the English church at the time of the Norman Conquest and the effects on it of the coming of the Normans. Why might he have represented these in the way that he does? 
There is a copy of the relevant passage from the Deeds on the Moodle page.

2 The impact of the Norman settlement on the dioceses and cathedrals of England. Here we will concentrate on the dispute between Canterbury and York and think about why this assumed a political dimension. A key text here is the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (under the years 1070). There is a link here to an online edition, but there are hard copies of various editions in the library. Think as well about the role of churchmen in the Middle Ages: what might their duties and responsibilities have been?
http://www.britannia.com/history/docs/asintro2.html
There is also a copy of an extract from a York source, Hugh the Chanter, History of the Church of York on the Moodle page.

See if you can detect similar activities in Sicily and the Holy Land

3 The effect of the Norman Conquest of England on monasteries and monastic networks. We will divide into small groups for discussion, but in preparation find out what happened to ONE of these monasteries after 1066. You will find the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle a useful source.

a. Ely Abbey
b. Glastonbury Abbey
c. Peterborough Abbey
http://www.britannia.com/history/docs/asintro2.html


What was the significance of Battle Abbey and the new Benedictine houses founded by the Normans? You should extend your researches to Wales and think about Benedictine foundations in Wales. You will find it useful to consult the Monastic Wales website (www.monasticwales.org). 

Finally, think about Durham Cathedral: find out what you can about this monastic cathedral and St Cuthbert.



The Normans and the Papacy

We’ll try to conserve enough energy to think in the final part of the session about the importance of the relationship between the Normans in various regions and the Papacy.


I look forward to seeing you!
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