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Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc81236414]A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a collection of educational and instructional materials created to improve learning by incorporating the Internet and other technologies. VLE encompasses different elements which link different curriculum resources. These elements can include Curriculum mapping, which divides the education system into segments which can be delegated and evaluated, learners tracking, online service for teachers and students, electronic communication, and Online media . Users of the VLE are often given either an instructor ID or a learner ID. The instructor has unique access privileges that allow him or her to design or alter curriculum materials and monitor student progress in addition to seeing what the students do (Hantoobi et al., 2021). This project study focuses on the impacts of VLE on students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc110429178]Background
[bookmark: _Toc81236416]This section of the study deals with different aspects that are related to VLE. IT discuses on how the VLE has impacted learning and its components. Virtual Learning Environment, as defined by Lacka et al. (2021), is the collection of all software programs that assist the management of academic services, including teaching, learning, and research over the internet, particularly the World Wide Web. Numerous researches concur with the description since they all see a virtual learning environment (VLE) as a way to perform academic activities online. Through VLEs like MOODLE, instructors and students may communicate and collaborate, resulting in a customized learning experience for each student.
[bookmark: _Toc81236417]Hantoobi et al. (2021) argues that there is little evidence to determine the precise beginning date of online learning and that it may have existed as long as 120 years ago. According to a research conducted by a group of NASA researchers and PhD holders, the distance learning system reportedly began at the University of Chicago in 1892, thus this is how it all began. A system of interconnected computer interfaces known as Programmed Logic for Automatic Teaching Operations (PLATO), which allowed students to view program teaching resources and perhaps even pay heed to taped lecture soundtracks, is said to have been created in 1960 as a result of technological advancements. In 1982, CAL Campus was established in New Hampshire so that students may get instruction there. The phrase "virtual classroom" wasn't first used until 1986. Around 1995, when the world first learned out about World Wide Web, there were significant advancements made in online learning. In 2000, the US Patent and Trademark Office granted Blackboard a trademark for any activity connected to open and distance learning, which signalled the commercialization of distance courses. Since the usage of open and distance learning had already been common by the year 2000, there has been suggested that the decision to patent it was acted basing on personal views (Sarkar, 2020). On the other hand, the popular VLE, Moodle, was unveiled in 2002 and has subsequently been accepted by a range of educational organizations, including UK universities.
[bookmark: _Toc81236419]The results of several research show that VLE does have beneficial and negative effects on the learning process. VLE, in the opinion of Dung (2020), enables the learner to successfully reflect, think critically, and act autonomously. This was determined following research that contrasted the academic performance of learners who had utilized VLE program versus those who had not. The result shows that the group had stronger analytical abilities, good comprehension, larger vocabulary sets, and increased reading ability. According to a research by Virtual learning environments eleven case studies of effective practice (2013), VLE platforms enable students to acquire employability skills as well as other abilities since they force them to be active users, which increase their passion, capacity, and courage. As a result, they end up creating their own understanding. Similar claims were made in yet another research by Diab-Bahman (2021) that perhaps the usage of VLE in educational delivery increases student desire to learn and make it accessible to all types of students. As it was discovered that the slow learners performed like extroverts when studying online, Hewson and Chung (2021) observed that the usage of VLE boosted the engagement of the learners while learning via VLE. Also, Al-Ataby (2020) demonstrates that the VLE has enhanced learning experiences by making it simple for learners who missed a session to make up lost time. In contrast to conventional classrooms, which provided such possibility, Van Den BERG (2020) contends that learning through VLE does not give students the chance to interact emotionally and socially and engage with their colleagues because of their physical distance and also a structured discourse cannot be had in a virtual environment. Dholakiya et al. (2019) found that VLE platforms frequently only facilitate passive learning and that it does not offer active learning.
[bookmark: _Toc81236420][bookmark: _Toc110429179]Aim and objectives
The main aim of this study is to assess how VLE has impacted learning environment of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
The main objectives of this research were to attain the main aim and they were:
· To determine if VLE has impacted learning in the institution
· To determine if VLE has positively or negatively impacted learning in the institution
· To determine the impacts of the VLE. 
[bookmark: _Toc81236422][bookmark: _Toc110429180]Method
[bookmark: _Toc105492609][bookmark: _Toc103878371][bookmark: _Toc110267665]This section gives the methodologies that were used in this research.
[bookmark: _Toc110429181]Research philosophy 
The first ring of the onion is the research philosophy since it lays the framework upon which the study would be built. There are four primary research philosophies that are frequently used: positivism, interpretivism, pragmatism, and realism (Hürlimann, 2019). This study made use of the Interpretivism philosophy, which gives the researcher the responsibility of interpreting data and viewpoints.
[bookmark: _Toc110267667][bookmark: _Toc110429182]Research approach 
[bookmark: _Toc110267668]The design and technique of the research process are referred to as the research approach. Using the research's goals as a foundation, a research strategy is developed. Deductive and inductive research methodologies are commonly employed in a research (Chetty, 2016). This research uses an inductive an inductive method since it seeks to examine and describe the effects of VLE on the learning environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc110429183]Data collection
There are two types of collecting data: primary and secondary (Clark and Vealé, 2018). This research has utilized data from the primary sources since the interviewers are the students of the institution. 
[bookmark: _Toc110267672][bookmark: _Toc110429184]Ethical consideration 
For the study to be more competent, a number of ethical considerations that could come up must be observed. The first ethical concern that was observed is obtaining the participants' informed agreement to the study as a result of their voluntary involvement. Second, the research only privet the names of the participating students; their anonymity and confidentiality was protected. The replies were published exactly as they were obtained in the research, and there were no fabrication of data at all.
[bookmark: _Toc110267673][bookmark: _Toc110429185]Time zone
[bookmark: _Toc81236423]This is the time frame that the research took. The research was completed in 3 weeks time.
[bookmark: _Toc110429186]Results
 The questions that were presented were answered full and all the participants who had been requested to participate turn well. On the first issue of VLE impacting the learning the 80% of the respondents said yes while 15% no and 5% were not sure. The responses are presented in the pie chart below. 
On regarding the issue of VLE impacting learning positively or negatively, 80 % agreed that it was positively impacting while 10 said no. The pie chart represents the response.

On the last issue the respondents were provided with four elements to give they are the impacts of VLE and the frequency of response is as given in the table below.
	
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Do VLE motivate students?
	80%
	10%
	10%

	Does VLE  enables independent learning
	90%
	0
	10%

	Does VLE enable students to learn on their own?
	90%
	10%
	0

	Does learning through VLE enthusiastic?
	70%
	20%
	10%


[bookmark: _Toc81236424][bookmark: _Toc110429187]Discussion
This part is the discussion of the results that were obtained. On the first issue it can be clearly seen that almost all the response accepted that VLE has impacted learning. This shows that in any learning environment the virtual learning has an impacted as it has affected learning in University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. So, employing VLE in any learning institution influences the environment.   On the second issue it shows that the respondents felt the positive side of VLE. This shows that the learning practice has a positive influence to the students. Finding out whether VLE was having a beneficial or detrimental impact on the learning experience was the study's main goal. When the students were directly asked if they thought that the VLE had a beneficial impact on their learning experience, 80% of the respondents said yes, with some disagreeing and others being not sure. This was done to demonstrate how much a VLE affects learning quality and effectiveness as the primary variables of the learning experience. The result of this study are corroborated by Annansingh (2019) findings, which show that a VLE improves learning because it involves all students, allows for learning to take place in the student's preferred environment, increases accessibility to learning resources while decreasing travel expenses and offers the option of receiving immediate feedback on learning. Furthermore according to a research conducted in West Virginia, USA, using VLEs had a positive effect on how students learned. In order to improve their comprehension and analytical abilities, upper-grade elementary learners employed a digital interaction platform that allows both learners and educators to connect online. Students dramatically outperformed colleagues who did not utilize the program on evaluations of level of comprehension, various viewpoints, and intellectual curiosity as well as on standardized examinations in readings, language, and vocabularies (Daniela, 2020). On the last objective of the study on determining the impacts of VLE some of the elements were confirmed by the respondents has the rise due to the practice. The research study shows that VLE motivates, enables independent, enables student to learn on their own and students feel enthusiastic when they engage with the practice. Caprara and Caprara (2021) argues that When VLEs employ best-possible real-time communication, education processes can be more active, constructive, cooperative, and more attentive to a student’s meta-cognitive abilities than the traditional classroom
[bookmark: _Toc81236425][bookmark: _Toc110429188]Conclusion
In conclusion, the purpose of this paper was to explain the results of research that was done to determine how VLE was affecting students' learning experiences at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. the study involved giving structured questionnaires to students who were chosen at random, a study was conducted to ascertain whether or not the learning experience was being impacted positively or negatively, whether or not the VLE enabled independent learning, and whether or not the VLE motivated the students to seek knowledge. According to the study's findings, VLEs improved learning since they increased its efficacy and quality. The study discovered that while VLEs supported independent learning, alternative approaches might also be used because of the influence of other factors. The study also discovered that using a VLE to learn encourages students to do so because it provided them with a lot of flexibility; a problem could only arise from inadequate internet connectivity. According to the study's findings, VLEs have an effect on learning and do so favourably.
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[bookmark: _Toc110429191]Appendix 1: Questionnaires 
Questionnaire: Kindly answer all the questions by ticking appropriately
	
	Yes 
	No 
	Not sure 

	Does VLE have an impact on your learning?
	
	
	

	Do you get motivated as a result of learning through VLE?
	
	
	

	Do you learnt independently as a result of VLE?
	
	
	

	Do you get enthusiastic as you learnt through VLE?
	
	
	

	Do you get enthusiastic as you learnt through VLE?
	
	
	

	Does VLE impact your learning positively or negatively?
	
	
	





[bookmark: _Toc110429192]Appendix 2: Results 
	
	Yes
	No 
	Not sure 

	Does VLE have an impact on your learning?
	40
	7
	3

	Do you get motivated as a result of learning through VLE? 
	40
	10
	10

	Do you learnt independently as a result of VLE?
	45
	0
	5

	Do you learn in your own as a result of using VLE?
	45
	5
	0

	Do you get enthusiastic as you learnt through VLE?
	35
	10
	5

	Does VLE impact your learning positively or negatively?
		Positively 


40 
		Negatively 


5
		Not sure 


5







Does VLE impact learning?	Yes	No	Not sure 	80	15	5	How does VLE impact learning?	Positively 	Negatively	Not sure 	80	10	10	13
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