Debate Template:
Structure of the Debate
Introduction (5 minutes total): 
· Chairperson introduces the topic:  "Within today’s sitting, the question “…..” has been brought to the floor and will be debated.
· Chairperson explains the rules and timing.  
· Each debater introduces themselves and their position (1 minute each).  

Round 1: Opening Statements (8 minutes total)
For the motion: Arguing that AI has a negative effect in empowering and supporting the older person. 
(4 minutes)
In this round you will need to clearly state your argument about how and  why AI is detrimental to  empowering the older person.  

Against the motion:  Arguing that AI has a positive effect in empowering and  supporting the older person. (4 minutes):
In this round you will need to clearly state your argument about how and why AI  is beneficial to empowering the older person.

Round 2: Rebuttals (8 minutes total)
For the motion:  Rebuttal (4 minutes):
· Critically challenge the opposition's points made within round one. 
· Question the long-term sustainability of AI in empowering the older person.
· Highlight instances where benefits are outweighed by harms.  
· Provide real-world examples or studies to support claims.  

Opposition Rebuttal (4 minutes):
· Refute the proposition’s arguments.  
·  Emphasize how challenges  can be mitigated through awareness and  guidance.  
·  Provide evidence of AI, empowering, supporting and enabling the older person. 

Round 3: Cross-Examination (6 minutes total):
· Chairperson-led Q&A (3 minutes per side):  
· Each debater has the opportunity to ask the other side two questions.  
·  Responses should be concise, evidence-based, and directly address the question.  
Round 4: Closing Statements (4 minutes total)
Arguing for the motion  (2 minutes):
· Summarize key arguments, reinforcing the detrimental impacts of AI.  
·  End with a powerful statement urging the audience to consider the risks of AI. 

Arguing against the motion: (2 minutes):
· Recap main points, emphasizing the overall benefits of AI. 
·  Conclude with an optimistic vision of how AI technologies can enrich the lives of the older person.  

Judgment and Feedback (5 minutes)
· Judges/peers assess the debate based on:  
· Strength of arguments (evidence, clarity, and relevance).  
· Ability to refute opposing views.  
·  Persuasiveness and engagement.  


















