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Hieroglyphic sign-lists for the exercises

The following lists are intended to help you to identify particular hiero-
glyphs quickly and easily, and then work out how they have been used to
write words. You can also, if you wish, treat them as a convenient resource
for memorising some of the most commonly used hieroglyphs.

List I: 1-consonant signs
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Called aleph. Originally a throaty trill, it later became a stop, as in
cockney pronunciation of kottle as bo’l, and a hatas a ‘a’

Called yodh. Originally a stop, it tended to sound more like y. A
weak sound, often not written

Like y in yes

Called ayin. A throaty gurgle, like saying @ whilst swallowing
Called waw. Like w in wet. A weak sound, often not written
Like & in bet

Like p in pet

Like fin fit

Like m in met

Like n in net

Like r in rain, but distinctly trilled as in Scots pronunciation
Like % in home

Emphatic A prc;nounced in the throat

Like Scots ¢k in loch

Slightly softer than %, like German c# in ich

Like s in soap

Like sh in ship

k pronounced at back of mouth, like Arabic g in Qurcdn (Koran)
Like k in kit

Like g in get

Like ¢ in tub

Like tin tune

Like d in did

Like 7 in joke. or French di in dieu



List II: Some common 2-consonant signs
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List IIl: Some common 3-consonant signs
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List IV: Some common ideograms
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(1) face
(2) on
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countryside
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(1) clear
(2) sacred






