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Section 1
To enhance my PLE, I have identified three objectives that support both the academic demands of this module and my long-term professional development. 
· The first is the improvement of my capability to design clear, measurable learning goals for all topics I study. Research indicates that learning goals serve as cognitive signposts that assist students in conceptualising their expectations and structuring their study efforts (Conzemius, O’Neill 2009). SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-Bound) learning objectives will enable me to better monitor my progress. Other studies indicate systematised learning goals lead to greater retention of knowledge and higher-level understanding in science and conceptualised subject areas (Simon & Taylor 2009). Using this research to support the inclusion of weekly goal setting into my PLE by use of Notion and Digital planners.
· The second is strengthening my online learning engagement skills, particularly in digital environments that require student-centred learning. The use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Learning Analytics has produced a greater level of interactivity and a more personalised learning experience, thereby improving motivation and performance (Velmurugan et al 2025). Integrating interactive learning and digital simulation platforms into my PLE provides the opportunity for increased engagement with challenging content. Similarly, multiple studies illustrate that the use of personalised digital environments supports learner autonomy through the delivery of learning material built around individualised learning requirements (Mahmoud & Sørensen 2024). I intend to incorporate a greater variety of adaptive digital tools into my study routines.
· The third is to develop a greater awareness of Global Citizenship through participation in Intercultural Online Communities. Based on evidence from research literature, the development of global citizenship can be fostered through creating opportunities for learners to share ideas with one another across cultural contexts (Zalli, 2024). Through intercultural learning models, learners will gain greater awareness and understanding of global issues as their engagement with diverse viewpoints results in reflexivity, empathy and deeper understanding (Svarstad & Risager, 2024). I intend to participate in virtual seminars, participate in collaborative and cooperative international projects and join discussion groups that promote my participation in learning across cultural boundaries.
All the above objectives provide a clear framework for me to develop my personal learning environment (PLE) as I create purposeful goals to engage in this digitally connected world and develop an awareness of the World.









Section 2: Reflective Posts 
Blog Post 1- Identifying Learning Style
Based on VARK assessments, I am the most pronounced Auditory Learner as I reflect upon the information provided to me through auditory means and, using reflection using Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle, I can analyse and better remember the information communicated. While it was my belief that I would be more effective as a reader using textbooks, the evidence shows that my learning has benefited from the use of podcasts and lectures. "Auditory Learners tend to favour verbal directions of the learner; discussions; auditory based review techniques and, in particular, they find it easy to learn and remember material presented in the form of a Podcast" (El-Saftawy & Almeida, 2024). This finding has led me to understand why podcast-style learning and lectures seem to come naturally to me.
It has become evident through several studies that students do not become aware of their full preferences until they participate in structured learning style assessments (Bhagat & et al. 2015) and this has been a true reflection of my situation as I never saw myself through this lens.
Auditory Learning: An overview of its impact
Auditory Learning, as is shown by research (Saga et al 2015) is a type of learning style in which an individual's primary form of learning comes from listening. The concept of being an auditory learner has enabled me to develop my own individualised study plans according to my preferred means of absorbing information.



Blog Post 2 – Developing My New Learning Strategy through Independent Learning
Being an auditory learner has motivated me to change how I study and learn. In the future I will utilise more tools based on my need to work with sound, such as voice recordings of lectures, audio recordings of revisions (Podcasts), and read aloud features in online textbooks. As research has shown (Kaswan et al 2024) AI can be used as a resource for auditory learners to assist with transforming written material into audio files and providing oral feedback on their work. This will enable me to study more efficiently whenever I am on the go.
I also plan to increase my participation in group discussions, because I find that I become more engaged and learn more by interacting verbally with others. The collaborative environment enhanced using generative AI, facilitates the opportunity for auditory learners to perform active learning and to develop their ability to think critically (Pahi et al 2024). For this reason, I plan to join weekly discussion groups and record my reflections of learning in audio format. I will also continue to gain from my blogging experience, as research indicates that reflective writing (blogs) helps to enhance the development of metacognition and improves clarity of thought (Arafat et al 2025). Having auditory abilities gives me a great opportunity to develop my individual learning principles.






Section 3: Identity and Participation Plan in Community 
My efforts to create a strong academic and professional identity will be greatly enhanced by my active participation in communities and networks related to my field of study. My priority will be to build a professional online presence using LinkedIn and a digital portfolio. According to research, building an identity outside of school through participating in online communities provides students with an avenue for developing connections for long-term career advancement (Helm et al., 2024). Therefore, I will upload coursework, blog entries detailing my reflections, and skills evidence to illustrate how I have grown academically.
My next goal will be to participate in networking and seminar-type opportunities directed towards sustainability, innovation, and business management. Research indicates that students develop their leadership potential and confidence in a professional manner because of actively participating in the process of community learning (Adeoye et al., 2025). I plan to participate in both online and in-person events to learn more about the sustainability industry and make professional connections.
I am also going to develop my global citizenship skills through my participation in intercultural virtual collaboration groups, such as COIL projects and global student networks. Research shows that students who engage in Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) will encounter a “third space” where they can express and challenge their assumptions about their world and develop and adopt a global way of thinking (Wimpenny et al., 2024). Participating in such environments will help me to improve my critical intercultural competence.
Volunteering will also play an important role in helping me to build my identity; research shows that community-based digital makerspaces encourage developing and sustaining global citizenship and sustainability values (Sellami et al., 2025). I intend to volunteer with local sustainability-based initiatives and community service programmes, and I believe that volunteering for these programmes will provide me with valuable experiences to help me to develop my professional identity as well as my personal growth.
Finally, I will document my experiences with blogging and reflective journaling, as by incorporating reflective writing practices into my daily writing, I will improve my ability to articulate my personal identity and academic voice (Blair & Level, 2008). I will keep an ongoing record of my experiences and use this record to assess the progress of my participation and areas in which I want to improve.
Conclusion 
Through my reflections on my objectives, learning preferences, and community involvement, I have further clarified what I will use to be successful academically and professionally going forward. Defining explicit educational objectives, using auditory compatible study strategies, and being actively engaged with the global, digital, and local communities will provide me with the structured pathway to grow. As a result of planning intentionally, creating personalised learning tools, and reflective blogging, I am constructing a PLE that inspires me to be independent, confident, and aware of the world in which I live. I will continue to improve my strategies as I participate meaningfully in academic and professional contexts, thereby ensuring my continued development remains purposeful, connected, and aligned to my long-term aspirations.
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