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78 THE HISTORY OF ALEXANDER’S BATTLES

we do have a narrow entrance. In inhabitants, we number
two hundred and fourteen thousand women, all undefiled by
men. Our menfolk do not live with us but beyond the river
in another part. Each year we celebrate the festival of Jupiter
over thirty days and so we cross over to have intercourse with
our menfolk, remaining with them another thirty days. He
who wishes to stay happily with his wife keeps her for a year.
If the woman becomes pregnant and gives birth to a male, the
mother of the child keeps the boy up to the age of seven, but
after those seven years she will return him to his father. But
if she gives birth to a female, the girl’'s mother keeps her with
her. When we come to fight on horseback with our arrows
and lances against one of our foes, we number one hundred
thousand. The rest guard our island. We go out to meet our
foes as far as the mountains. Our menfolk follow us and
when we return victorious from battle, they pay homage to
us. If one of us falls in battle, the surviving ones among us
inherit. And so we are bound to fight bravely against you and
to display our valour at your expense. But if you conquer us,
you will gain no glory, because you will have conquered
women, and there is nothing for you to find to steal from us.
Take care, therefore, supreme ruler, in case shame may be
your lot. We have by this letter informed you of the custom
that we observe year by year. It is up to you now to consider
and to write back quickly what you should do. For if you
come to fight, be assured that we shall go out to meet you as
far as those very mountains.”

84. And so, having read through the letter, Alexander began
to laugh and promptly wrote them a reply to this effect:

Alexander’s Second Letter to the Queen of the Amazons,
and How the Queen and the Other Women Submitted

"Alexander, king of kings, son of the god Hammon and
Queen Olympias sends greetings to Talistris, queen of the
Amazons, and to the other Amazons. We have subjugated the
three parts of the world—Asia, Europe and Africa—and have
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triumphed over them. Not to fight with you involves shame
mo.n us. Nevertheless, we shall give you this advice: if it is your
S_mr to perish and give up your land that it may be
uninhabited, then come out to meet us as far as those very
mountains, just as you said. But if you do not wish to perish,
stay fast on your island, and enter the river, and there let us
converse together. Let your menfolk, too, come out to meet us
on the plain, and so converse with us. I swear to vou by my
father Hammon, and by our goddesses, Juno and Minerva

E.mn no harm will come to you from us. Give us as E:Q.H
_H__ucﬂm. as you wish. Send us by your Amazons as wnany of
your riders as you wish. We shall receive them with honour
and grant them the finest gifts. Then, when they so wish, we
shall allow them to return to you. Consider what action you
should then take, and write back to us." After reflection, the
Amazons sent him ten fine untamed colts and another ten

fine white horses. Then, with peace established, Alexander
began to move on.

.

.ﬂ-m Great Thirst and the Hardship Inflicted
by Wild Animals That Alexander and His Entire
Army Suffered in the Regions of India

85. .>~ n_.:: very same time word reached Alexander that the
Indian king Porus who had fled was in Bactra assembling an
army to fight yet another battle with him. Hearing this
mem:mmm_, led away his army and, selecting one hundred and
fifty guides who knew the way, began his advance in the
month of August despite the sun’s fierce heat across sandy
arid regions, where large numbers of snakes, wild beasis ,,.:nm
monsters were to be found. At once Alexander directed his
whole army to advance under arms. And so it happened. The
whole army advanced under arms and radiated light just like
the stars, since all their arms were encased in x&;. All day
long they marched, but failed completely to find waler, Then
a Macedonian soldier named Zephir found a little waler in a
hollow rock. He promptly filled his helmet with the water




