Forestry Policy and Environmental Programme

Forestry provides an important entry point for governance initiatives. The very factors that make forestry such a challenging sector also mean that it offers valuable ways of understanding governance, governance failures, and assessing the impacts of public policies on the poor and the environment. 

Forestry has the capacity to work at the local, national and international levels in ways that few other sectors can. It also engages powerful industrial forces in different parts of the world.

FPEP is working to demonstrate how progress in the forest sector, in areas such as public participation, accountability, the rule of law, public sector service delivery and decentralisation, can leverage far wider gains in good governance, environmental stewardship and pro-poor change.

Key areas of FPEP involvement include: 

· Global forest policy, including multilateral environmental agreements; 

· National forest programmes and sector-wide approaches; 

· Forest and environmental dimensions of poverty reduction strategies; 

· Environmental democracy and environmental rights; 

· Forest sector regulation in a framework of equity; 

· The governance and poverty impacts of illegal logging; 

· Community involvement in forest management; 

· Platforms for pro-poor research and natural resource management. 

Some recent projects

Forest Sector Studies, Papua New Guinea
October - December 2006 
ODI will prepare three papers, to be presented at the "Seminar on Trees and Tree Products for the Future of Papua New Guinea" in December 2006: History of the Forest Sector; Audit of the Forest Sector; and Potential of the Forest Sector. The studies form part of a programme aiming to ‘provide a forum for a participatory approach to drawing up a plan for the future of the forestry industry in Papua New Guinea'.

Linking Land Tenure Regularization and Forest Management in Honduras
Honduras, January 2006 - ongoing
The overall objective of this initiative is to support the GoH’s efforts to regularise forest land tenure in the country by examining different arrangements of forest ownership and access/control rights and their implications for responsible use and equity.

Action Research on the Poverty Impacts of Participatory Forest Management (ARPIP)

Kenya , Nepal, Tanzania, Vietnam and Worldwide April 2005- April 2007 

The overall objective of the proposed action research is to make participatory forest management (PFM) approaches more “pro-poor”..  

VERIFOR: Institutional Options for Verifying Legality in the Forest Sector 
Latin America, Africa, Southeast Asia and worldwide, February 2005 - February 2009 
VERIFOR is concerned with the policy, institutional and legal challenges around the issue of illegal logging. It seeks to help tropical producer countries verify that their timber has been legally harvested

More Detail: http://www.odi.org.uk/fpeg/activities/environmental_governance/index.html

