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Practitioners respecting the rights and voice of the child in the workplace alongside organisations.
[image: image2.jpg]7

opID UMD Bipsug

Y ¥NO - NVAVINAINYD NI3




[image: image3.jpg]


 The Welsh Government adopted to ‘The united nations convention on the rights of the child’ in 2004. Welsh Government (2015). The welsh Government amended the policy to suite the young people and children of Wales.  Within the convention there is 54 articles. Article 1-42 are dependent on how the children have the right to be treated and articles 43-45 are based on how adults and governments should work together to ensure the children are entitled to their rights. 








References for briefing paper:

Child Discovery. (No date) Reggio Emilia approach. Available at: https://childdiscoverycenter.org/non-traditional-classroom/what-is-the-reggio-emilia-approach/ (Accessed on: 30th October 2018). 

Data protection act (1998) Confidentiality legislation. Available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/29/contents (Accessed on: 29th October 2018)

ELSA. (2017) Available at: https://www.elsanetwork.org/about/the-people/ (accessed on: 30th of October 2018). 

Family information service Carmarthen. (2018) Team around the family. Available at: http://fis.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/team-around-family/ (Accessed: 30th October 2018) 

Gov.uk (2015) Voice of the child. (Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/voice-of-the-child-children-to-be-more-clearly-heard-in-decisions-about-their-future (Accessed on: 29th October 2018) 

McLeod, S. A. (2018). Maslow's hierarchy of needs. Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html (Accessed: 30th October 2018)
National Education union. (2016) Staff and student confidentiality. Available at: https://www.atl.org.uk/advice-and-resources/rights-and-conditions/staff-and-student-confidentiality (Accessed on: 24th October 2018) 

NSPCC (1986) Childline support. Available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/services-and-resources/nspcc-helpline/ (Accessed on: 30th of October 2018). 

Safeguarding children (2014) available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-children-and-young-people/safeguarding-children-and-young-people (Accessed on: 26th October 2018) 

The Equality act (2010) legislations act. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/equality-act-2010-guidance (Accessed on: 24th October 2018) 

The role of a school SENCO. (2015) available at: (https://specialneedsjungle.com/the-role-of-the-senco-what-do-you-need-to-know/ (Accessed on: 29th October 2018). 

UNCRC children’s rights. (2001) https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/
Unison (2018) The role of an LSA. Available at: www.thegrid.org.uk/schoolworkforce/cpd/documents/lsa_supporting (Accessed on: 30th October 2018). 
Welsh Government. (2015) United nations convention on the rights of the child. Available at: https://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/rights/uncrc/?lang=en (Accessed on: 24th October 2018) 

Ysgol Gymunedol Trimsaran. (2018) Safeguarding policy. Available at http://www.ysgoltrimsaran.org.uk/home/safeguarding/ (Accessed on: 24th October 2018). 
Reference list for paired presentation;

Kaitlyn Reed 1806934           Wenan Rees 1805379
Carmarthenshire county council. (2018) positive play. Available at: https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/education-schools/support-for-learners/#.W8uW9_ZFyhc (Accessed: 20th October 2018)

Family information service Carmarthen. (2018) Team around the family. Available at: http://fis.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/team-around-family/ (Accessed: 20th October 2018) 

McLeod, S. A. (2018). Maslow's hierarchy of needs. Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html (Accessed: 20th October 2018)
RCSLT. (2016) Transforming collaborative working in schools. Available at:    https://www.rcslt.org/news/events/2016/docs/transforming_collaborate_working_williams   (Accessed on: 21st of October 2018)

Smart play network. (2016) positive play. Available at: http://www.smartplaynetwork.org/training/positive-play/#.W8uWJPZFyhc (Accessed: 20th October 2018) 

Speakr. (2013) Helps children to find a voice at school. Available at: http://speakr.co.uk/  (Accessed at 20th October 2018)
Welsh Government. (2007) The united nations convention on the right of the child. Available at: https://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/about/?lang=en (Accessed: 20th October 2018). 

Within the educational environment, policies and procedures are put in place to safeguard the children. Safeguarding children (2014). This is put into practise when trained, staff members feel it is needed. Within the school there are elected staff members to support the staff and pupils and to help make referrals and offer their professional help. When teaching staff and LSA’s, dinner staff or cleaning staff have a concern about a child they must follow the safeguarding procedure and keep confidentiality. Data protection act (1998). �Article 9 of the Welsh government united nations convention on the rights of the child is a strong and powerful right. It allows the child to have a voice and opinion when it comes to the parental rights of the child. �If a child has spoken to a staff member or has received information on the child’s live at home the staff must follow the safeguarding policy in order keep the child safe. From these referrals can be made to organisations outside of school to take care of the home live and to put the safety of the child at rest. This article allows the child to have their say and explain how they feel. 





Working in a school means practitioners deal with all children from different cultures and backgrounds and they all get treated equally. The equality act (2010). No matter what the child has experienced or on what scale If the child requires help they are entitled to this professional help. Staff should be supportive of this and the school SENCO to make a referral if required. The role of a school SENCO (2015)





If a child is old enough to understand and have an opinion in any situation that involves them it is important that the voice of the child and opinion is taken into consideration. Staff members within the child’s school can keep a record of any information the child has expressed and pass it on to the school SENCO/ Safeguarding team, as well as any pictures drawn, letters written in which the child expresses their emotions.  Voice of the child (2015). The voice of the child is greatly considered if the child is aged 10 and over. 








Article 13: Children have the right to get and to share information as long as the information is not damaging to them or others. 





Following Article 9, Article 13 allows the child to know the information regarding them and the decisions made if it is suitable for them to receive. These rights for the child and young children are for under 18’s. Therefore, this article is very strong to those adolescence in which whom involved. 





Article 12: Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account. 





Article 39: Children who have been neglected or abused should receive special help to restore their self-respect. 
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Article 9: Children should not be separated from their parents unless it is for their own good, for example if a parent is mistreating or neglecting a child. Children whose parents have separated have the right to stay in contact with both parents, unless this might hurt the child. 





Speakr is an online website in which schools can sign up to for staff to know how the children are feeling everyday and why. This is a great way to get the children to communicate with staff and express their emotions and problems as they can select which staff member they wish to tell their concerns to and a way of the children doing so without being embarrassed and others over hearing. Each child and staff member have an individual private log in and can access speakr several times a day. Speakr (2013). For the younger children in school, aged 6 and under. They complete Speakr within the class by placing a name tag on the emoji that explains how they are feeling. For example, Sad, happy, angry, sleepy etc. 





Services and helplines available for children and young people in school and outside school to help express their emotions, opinions, decisions. 





ELSA (emotional literacy support assistant) is a new course which is upcoming in schools in Carmarthenshire. The course involves an LSA from the school to attend a course to become the schools ELSA. The role of an LSA (2018) The main reason of the course is for the ELSA to be able to work with children within the school there and then instead of waiting for referrals. The ELSA will be trained up by child physiologist and taught how to respond to children’s emotions depending on the situation. ELSA can deal with situations such as, bereavement, family break-ups, behaviour, bullying, self -confidence and self-esteem etc. ELSA (2017). Teaching Staff and LSA get to know the children well daily through talking and observing. Staff can tell which children may need extra help through ELSA by the observation results following the Reggio approach. 





NSPCC helpline is available 24 hours for children and adults to contact. Parents, professionals and the children themselves can contact for help to keep the children safe. On the other end of the line are councillors to help and to be a person to listen and offer professional help. For children who wish to contact NSPCC who are deaf or hard of hearing they offer video calls online through sign language. NSPCC (1986).





Team around the family (2018) works closely with schools and parents. If school feel the parents are having issues at home with the child or feel they could do with extra support. The school can get the parents’ permission before referring and team around the family will then assess to see what help would be necessary to the family.





UNCRC – Children’s rights within school it is important that children are aware of their rights. This can be done through presenting the children with posters, wall displays, assembly’s discussing the rights and the staff reminding the children of the rights when convenient. Sally Holland is the children’s commissioner of Wales and her job is explaining to children why their rights and voices are important. She does this by attending schools and events getting the children involved on why they think the rights are important and when they can come into use. Here is an example of a wall display I have created in school for the children to recognise their rights and to share any ideas with the head master, the children enjoy learning about their rights. The children are also informed on Maslow Hierarchy of needs and what they deserve before coming to school to learn.
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