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Is the method for assessing Additional Learning Needs effective for both genders?
Abstract 
This research project will explore the affects on current practice when assessing children with suspected Additional Learning Needs and whether it assesses both genders equally. Additional learning needs is a legally recognised definition for a child who has a learning, physical or sensory need which can affect their ability to learn and achieve the age appropriate milestones (Dewis.Wales, 2023). The Additional Learning Needs System (Welsh Government, 2020) supports children and young people aged 0 to 25 in Wales and aims to support children overcome barriers and achieve their full potential through a unified and integrated framework  to be used by settings and local authorities to put the learner at the heart of everything that happens and take a person-centred approach to support children. Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is ever growing group of neurodevelopment disorders in children and young people. ASD was previously considered a primarily male diagnosis, although new research suggests the current method used to diagnose is male based and results in several females either being misdiagnosed or not being diagnosed until later life. The purpose of this research is to highlight the need for change to include a female prospective, this will be achieved through a triangulation of methods including quantitive and qualitive data through questionnaires to practitioners, observing children in settings and interviews with Consultant Psychiatrists.
Literature Review (750 words)
In depth consideration of chosen research subject that will set out the rationale for the research project
Methodological Considerations (1,500 words) 
Describe the process of how you will conduct the research project and evaluate the methods used, you will need to write about: 
a) Your chosen sample – who and where? Write about why you chose the sample
b) Chosen methods for doing your research project (interview, observation, questionnaire, etc) consider why you chose the method and their limitations, why you didn’t chose one other method for collecting your data, include a discussion on your choice of qualitative or quantitative data collection.
c) Describe triangulation, purpose of it and why you felt it was needed/not needed for your research project
Ethical Considerations (1,500 words)
This section will demonstrate a critical awareness of ethical issues related to working and researching with and for young children
a) How to gain consent from participants and how you will know if they do not want to participate
b) How to make sure you protect confidentiality and anonymity  
c) How to reduce risk to the participant, the researcher and the university in conducting your research project 
d) How to collect and store your data in line with guidelines and legislation 
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