Chapter Three: Research Methodology

3.1 Introduction
As previously addressed throughout chapter two, research on domestic abuse has predominantly focused on female victims. Sadly, male victims of domestic abuse are frequently being underrepresented and inadequately studied. The overall aim of this research is to investigate the reasons as to why male victims of domestic abuse, often do not report their experiences to law enforcement agencies, both in the United Kingdom and abroad and what can be done to rectify this issue. This chapter will commence with a discussion on the research methods employed to gather data. It will then outline the data collection and analysis process; it will conclude with the examination of the limitation and potential challenges associated with conducting the research. 

3.2 Research Strategy 
For this research project, an online questionnaire has been selected as the primary tool for collecting data pertaining to this research topic. The questionnaire will comprise of a diverse set of ethical questions, each accompanied by a rating scale that will enable people answering, to select a rating that most accurately reflects their answer or opinion. These questions will be formulated with careful consideration to ensure they do not cause discomfort or distress to any victims of domestic abuse.
Melissa J. Goertzen, indicates that this methodology facilitates the collection of quantitative data, as quantitative research involves systematic gathering and analysis of numerical information, thereby enabling the identification of patterns and averages within the dataset. (Goertzen, 2017), and by utilising this method, the title question can be addressed as effectively as possible. The research will take into account the onion layer philosophies proposed by Saunders et al (2019), the ‘Research Onion’ model has been introduced as a framework to assist researchers in developing a comprehensive research methodology, each layer of the onion represent stated of the research design and signifies crucial decision-making in each phase. 
 An online anonymous questionnaire will be utilised for this study, as it facilitates the research process efficiently, accurately, and with minimal financial implications for the project. It will easily be disseminated online to a wide range of men from alternative backgrounds and viewpoints, because its anonymous, it is hoped that participants will more likely provide true and honest answers without the fear of judgement, reprisal, or stigma. It may also provide a higher response rate, enhancing the data for this research. (Balamurugan, 2023).
After considering various methods of data collection, including face-to face interviews and discussion groups, it was determined that an online questionnaire would be the most feasible option given the time constraints and the advantages of maintaining participant anonymity. This approach will also provide the participants with the flexibility to complete the questionnaire at their convenience and in a setting where they feel comfortable in answering questions relating to the title of this dissertation. 




3.3 Data Collection and Data Analysis
During this critical phase of the dissertation, a meticulously designed online questionnaire was developed using SurveyMonkey, SurveyMonkey is a widely accessible online platform that facilitates the administration of surveys and questionnaires. (SuvreyMonkey, date unknown).
The questionnaire comprised a sequence of questions that, as previously indicated, will be disseminated via an online platform to both active law enforcement personnel and male participants from a diverse demographic background.  The quantitative data collected from this questionnaire will undergo preliminary preparation prior to analysis as qualitive research can help researchers to access the thoughts and feelings of the participants (Sutton et al, 2015), which is vital in this study. 
The analysis of the questionnaire will be presented through a series of graphical charts and tables that can be located at appendix A. This is designed to enhance the visual comprehension for the readers of this dissertation. 

3.4 Limitation and potential problems
Utilising quantitative data offers numerous benefits to the research findings, these include a clear and objective foundation for analysis. Nonetheless, it is important to acknowledge that there are several limitations and potential challenges associated with its use. These being that the data may lack the depth required for such a sensitive subject. The fixed response options within the questionnaire may not capture the full range of emotions or experiences that the respondents are either going through or survived. 
Some law enforcement officers might hesitate to fill out the questionnaire because they may feel uncomfortable about sharing their professional opinions on how the police handle male domestic abuse cases. They might worry about how their responses could be perceived by their colleagues or superiors.  
To ensure the integrity of this questionnaire and to address any potential concerns, careful consideration has been given to design ethical questions that include both open and closed formats. These respondents being able to answer truthfully and honestly, particularly those who are serving within law enforcement when asked questions relating to potential unconscious bias within the police force because the anonymity imposed on the questionnaire. 
The primary limitation and potential issue identified pertains to the observation made in the literature review regarding the perception of male victims in the context of domestic abuse. Specifically, it is noted that some males may not recognise themselves or other males as victims, which could lead to responses that reflect bias. This would only highlight what this dissertation’s aim to achieve would be, to raise awareness or affect change when it comes to male domestic abuse.
All identified latent problems have undergone a comprehensive assessment, and requisite mitigation strategies have been executed to attenuate their potential impact. 
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