My reflective account
Experience to date
I started my professional experience as an apprentice quantity surveyor with Jistcourt South Wales Ltd back on the 4th August 2014. I started on the WHQS Kitchen and Bathroom framework with the client being NPT Homes. I progressed as an apprentice quantity surveyor on this kitchen and bathroom site until April 2016 where I got promoted to a trainee quantity surveyor. At this point the quantity surveyor who I was under unfortunately left the company, with this occuring my responsibility increased massively. I was running 3no sheltered housing complexes for NPT Homes with the support from my commercial director. The values of these projects were between £1.2 and £1.5m each. Personally, working at Jistcourt gave a good start and a good insight to what I need to work towards to become a quantity surveyor. My mentor gave me little tips on how to manage my work load and what things I need to be looking out for when doing tasks, so this was a massive help.
In June 2017, I decided to leave Jistcourt South Wales Ltd and go and work for the Vale of Glamorgan Council and work as an assistant project managing quantity surveyor. In this role I was responsible for pricing and running small projects up to a value of £250,000. I gained a lot of experience with pricing and running jobs as I was doing a supervising role as well as a quantity surveyor. Even though the jobs I was pricing and running, the procedures etc will always stay the same throughout even on larger projects. By bringing my experiences from Jistcourt to the Vale of Glamorgan Council, I started to become very comfortable in doing day to day tasks unassisted as I started to become confident in my ability to complete them correctly.
After just 6 months in this role, I realised that working for a local authority was not for me. At this point, I made the decision to move away to Swindon and start with Fuseland Mechanical and Electrical Services Ltd. I had never dealt with mechanical and electrical services in depth at this point so it was all new to me. I had to start with learning what materials were required and what the company procedures were. I started working on a £4.5m electrical fit out for nPower in Swindon. After a few months of starting with the company, I was included on a mechanical and electrical project on a hotel which was also located in Swindon. While I was in this role, my knowledge of mechanical and electrical services grew massively. It was also massively beneficial as I gained valuable experience of the quantity surveying and what the role entails. 
After a year and 8 months and in June 2019, I made the decision to come back to Swansea and joined R&M Williams Ltd who is my current employer. My previous experiences and various different sites gave me a good start with R&M Williams. Since starting with R&M Williams, I progressed massively and have had great training from my commercial manager. I am currently working on a £6m kitchen and bathroom framework for Swansea Council, £500,000 refurbishment of 2no fire stations for Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service and also voids with the Carmarthen area for Carmarthen Council. My previous experience of mechanical and electrical contracting has been a great help since moving, it has helped me to identify mechanical and electrical variations after understanding the specification. The variations can be valued quite high so the importance of captioning these are important.
University
Since starting in university in September, The knowledge and information I have been provided with has definitely been a great help within my work place. In my opinion the material science lectures have been the most beneficial as it has explained and given me greater knowledge into the materials used and the background production process of it. It was also very beneficially when completely assignments, it was a great starting point and I knew that the information had been provided and explain well so my understanding of it was very clear. I’m going to keep using the lecture material and information provided to complete my assignments to get through my modules, but I am also going to use it to progress and improve my knowledge of construction and my role.
Strengths and weaknesses
One of my strengths is definitely the fact that I take a lot of information in at once and adapt quickly. One example of this was when I was working for Jistcourt South Wales Ltd and the quantity surveyor who was mentoring me, unfortunately left. When he left the company, for a while I was left solely by myself to complete all the tasks for the project, some of which I had very little experience in doing. Another strength of mine is that I ensure that all my documentation and work is completed in line with the company procedures and always get it approved by higher management especially orders. An example of this was when I was working for Fuseland Mechanical and Electrical Services Ltd, a component on a consumer unit which we have received from a supplier had unfortunately burnt out and was defective, due to a clause within their contract they had to send us a replacement and carried the cost for the damage sustained. 
One weakness which I am aware of is that I do get frustrated when I cannot complete all my work to my highest standard. This especially happens when I have a large workload, when I have to complete tasks a bit quicker than I have to I do get a bit frustrated as I am aware that I could potentially make mistakes.


