Assignment Guidance 
This document contains the following sections:
1. Structure and content for the supportive paper and the poster; 
2. Additional information about the poster and presentation;
3. Assessment criteria;
4. Critical thinking and academic writing. 
It should be read alongside the Assignment Specification document (on Moodle). You should also ensure you have access, and have read, all the session materials. 
· Structure and content for the supportive paper and the poster
This section describes the structure and content of the supportive paper (3,000 words) and the poster (one page, landscape, equivalent to 2,000 words). These elements have equal weighting (50% each). 
While the headings and content are the same for poster and paper, these are different documents and should be laid out differently. You are also required to present the poster (10 minutes only, see below).
The content for poster and paper is as follows: 
1. Introduction:
i. This is a paragraph only. State clearly what you aim to do, how you intend to achieve your aim and how the document (poster or paper is laid out). Do not use the first person (‘I’). 

2. The health and social care issue:
i. Choose a relevant health and social care issue:
i You choose a health and social care issue – this can be on anything you want (a condition like T2DM, or a population/setting (like older people in residential settings) or an issue (like funding of the NHS). It should be a topic that features regularly in the media; 
ii. Describe the topic:
i You should then describe the issue – you should define the issue, describe symptoms, outcomes and prevalence. Explain why this is an important issue. Draw on relevant statistics (from ONS, for example, https://www.ons.gov.uk/, or the Department of Health https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health) and on the academic research literature; 

3. The media in the UK:
i. The media in the UK:
i You should then define the media, describe its role describe its different forms/types, provide a brief overview of who ‘owns’ the media in the UK; 
ii. Media effects:
i Drawing on the relevant theory, you should then critically examine the ways in which the media works. How does is affect audiences? What general impact does engagement with the media have on audiences? How have theories changed over time? You should discuss ‘framing’ and ‘agenda-setting’ ideas there, and any other relevant theories or ideas. 

4. The health and social care issue in the media:
i. Depiction of the issue in the media:
i Drawing on a sample of newspapers/other media forms (radio and TV programmes, social media), you should present an analysis of the depiction of your chosen health and social care issue in the media. Think here about how the issue is talked about, the use of images, what information is included and what is omitted. You can search for coverage of your issue in Google News (https://news.google.co.uk/) or in the NewsBank database (http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/online-library/swansea-online-library/databases-a-z/); 
ii Importantly, you should discuss any gaps between the issue as presented in the media, and the reality. Does the use of statistics, for example, give a false impression or mislead the audience? You should draw on the academic research on your issue (you should undertake a search of the academic literature using the databases available at UWTSD (such as  http://www.ingentaconnect.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/) or using Google Scholar (https://scholar.google.co.uk/); 
iii You can use photos/screenshots of the relevant headlines, but these should be inserted in an appendix entitled ‘images from the media’. Do not insert them into the body of the paper (they can be used on the poster – see below); 
iv You can organise the analysis as you want (by type of media resource, by type of coverage) but this section should show that you’ve drawn on a range of media resources and different representations of the issue. There is a large body of research on the representation of health issues in the media (like that in the Journal of Health Communication, for example, http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uhcm20/current and Health Communication http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/hhth20/current). You should draw on academic analyses already published on your chosen health issue. 

5. Impacts: the media, the public and policy:
i. Impacts:
i Making a link with the previous section, you should critically explore how the public (the general public, as well as specific affected groups, like children, parents etc.) are affected by/relate to media representations of the health and social care issue; 
ii You can refer in this section to the idea of ‘health scares’ and ‘moral panics’; 
iii You must draw on the academic research here – do not offer opinions or speculate about possible impacts; 
iv Drawing on theories about the ways in which issues come to the attention of the wider public and policymakers (like the ‘issue-attention’ cycle/related theories), you should then consider if/how the issue is the focus of policymakers’ attention. Has a media ‘scare’ about a health issue led to a policy change? Has legislation been amended as a result of media coverage and public interest? If the law was changed, how did this happen, and who were involved (who were the key ‘actors’ and stakeholders? What role did they play?) You should draw on relevant theories about the policy-making process here; 
v If you want to include legislation (http://www.legislation.gov.uk/) or parliamentary debates (https://hansard.parliament.uk/), these should be included in an appendix entitled ‘policy and the health and social care issue’). 

6. Summary:
i. Summary:  
i In this section, you should restate your aim, describe what you did and summarise your findings. What, overall, has been the main impact of media coverage of your issue?  
ii You should then, briefly, consider the limitations of your analysis. Was it restricted in some way, by a lack of academic work on the issue, for example? Maybe the theories about the ways in which the media work are not relevant to your theory. Or maybe you only drew on a small sample of media items; 
ii. The future: 
i You should then briefly explore what the future holds for your health and social care issue. Is it likely to be of interest to the media, the public and policymakers in the years to come? How might media coverage change? Is it likely to be of interest to policymakers?
The 3,000 word count should be approximately allocated between the supportive paper sections as follows:



	Section
	Approx. word count
	Approx. % of the paper 

	Introduction 
	200
	7

	The health and social care issue
	400
	13

	The media in the UK
	600
	20

	The health and social care issue in the media
	900
	30

	Impacts: the media, the public and policy
	600
	20

	Summary
	300
	10


 You should insert an electronic table of contents in the paper (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmfGeSFB2P8). Remember to update the table (by right clicking the mouse) before you save the document. 
The paper should be written in an academic style (see section below), and be focused, concise and subject specific.  It should use a font of Times New Roman 12, Calibri 12 or Arial 12 point. Remember to use paragraphing. Do not change font or line spacing in the same paragraph (you can use different formatting for headings and sub-headings). 
· Additional information about the poster and presentation:
The same sections you used for the supportive paper can be used for the poster.  Because this is a poster, you can use bulleted points and shorter sentences. You can use Microsoft Publisher for this task:
[image: ]
You can insert images into the poster, but these may need to be reduced (you have to fit everything into one landscaped poster). 
When you are presenting, you should refer to your poster (which will be on the whiteboard – you will be asked to send an electronic version of the poster prior to the presentation), but turn to face your audience. 
You have 10 minutes to present, and there will be 5 minutes for questions. You will be timed by a member of staff. 
· Assessment criteria:
The supportive paper:
You will be assessed on:
1. Choice of a relevant health and social care issue;
2. Critical examination of media representation of a specific health issue;
3. Demonstration of understanding of the impact of media on public perceptions, the wider society and policy/legislation. 
 The poster:
You will be assessed as follows:
	PREPARATORY WORK – 15% 

	Has the topic been thoroughly researched? 
Has the presentation been carefully prepared? 

	CONTENT – 20% 

	Is the material relevant to the topic? 
Is the topic and target audience clearly stated and justified?  
Does the material reflect the content of the poster? 
Is the amount of material appropriate for the time allocated? 
Is the content supported by research/theory? 

	ORGANISATION – 20% 

	Does the introduction get the audience’s attention? 
Is there a clear, easy to follow structure? 
Are aims and objectives presented? 
Is it concise and to the point? 
Does the main idea come across? 
Has the presenter allocated time for questions and answers? 
Is there a thoughtful conclusion? 

	DELIVERY – 15% 

	Does the speaker interact with the audience? 
Does the speaker seem interested and convincing? 
Does the speaker seem relaxed and confident? 
Does the speaker keep the attention and interest of the audience? 

	SPEECH AND LANGUAGE – 10% 

	Does the presenter speak clearly? 
Does the presenter use language appropriate to the audience? 

	VISUAL AIDS – 10% 	 

	Are they clear and easy to see and understand? 
Are they clear and well designed and appropriate? 
Does the student refer to the poster appropriately throughout? 

	QUESTIONS –10% 

	Did the speaker stimulate questions? 
Did the speaker’s handling of questions show a good grasp of the subject? 
Were the speaker’s answers relevant to the questions asked? 
Did the speaker summarise the key points from the presentation and conclude? 


There are also five general assessment criteria which apply to both the poster and the paper. These are:
	1. Research-informed Literature  

	Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set.   You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list that is alphabetical at the end of your work. Please use the Harvard referencing system.  
Specific to this assignment: You should show a wide level of reading, a minimum of 25 – 30 references, from a variety of sources including a variety reports, statistics, textbooks, academic journals and academic based websites.  Information provided on the poster and images used must be referenced. A reference list must be provided on the poster as well as the supporting paper. 

	 2. Knowledge and Understanding of Subject 

	Your work must demonstrate the growing extent of your knowledge and understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 

	 3. Analysis 

	Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing What! but also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.  There should be no new information presented within your conclusion.  Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed. 

	 4. Practical Application and Deployment 

	You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations or a particular context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, some of which may be innovative and creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one organisation against others based on stated criteria.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular contexts. 

	 5. Skills for Professional Practice  

	Your work must provide evidence of the attributes expected in professional practice.  This includes demonstrating your individual initiative and/or collaborative working. You must communicate effectively in a suitable format, which may be written and/or oral, for example, essay, management report, presentation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation. 


Critical thinking and academic writing:
Critical thinking is a central element of academia. It applies to all areas of academic study (reading, writing and presentations). It involves judging the strengths and weaknesses of an argument. Critical thinking requires you to interpret and assess evidence and appraise their strengths and weaknesses so that you can come to a reasoned conclusion.  This process is well described in this video from the University of Leicester. 
[image: ]
There are many critical thinking resources available here: http://archive.learnhigher.ac.uk/videoresources/criticalthinking_student/
Your writing must reflect your critical thinking and analysis. This is well summarised in the image below:
[image: ]
Academic writing conventions are described in detail in this video from Queen’s University, Belfast:
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
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“...the corporal and
Colonel Korn both agreed
that it was neither
possible nor necessary to
educate people who never
questioned anything.”

Joseph Heller, Catch 22 (New York, 1961)
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Tips for writing a critical essay I

Descriptive writing Critical-analytical writing

States what happened Identifies the significance

States what something is like Evaluates, judges the value, identifies strengths and weaknesses

Gives the story so far Weighs one piece of information against another

States the order in which things happened Argues a case according to evidence

Explains what a theory says Shows why something is relevant or suitable

Explains how something works Indicates why something will work (best)

Says when something occurred Identifies why the timing is important

States the different components Weights up the importance of component parts

States opinions Gives reasons for selecting each option

Lists details Evaluates the relative significance of details

Lists in any order Structures information in the order of importance

Stats links between items Shows the relevance of links between pieces of information

| |
| I
Notes the method used | Indicates whether something is appropriate or suitable |
| I
| |
| I

Gives information Draws conclusions

(Adapted from Cottrell, S. (2005) Critical thinking skills. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan)
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