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Executive Summary
This study is to evaluate the pros and cons of the death penalty returning. This report will most likely be easy for people to understand and be able to find out the facts they need straight away. This report keeps it concise and to the point of the topic it is taking about. This report is written to help you find the right information and come up with your own opinion on the topic.
Overview
This report consist of the societies opinion on the death penalty and whether they would want the death penalty to return or not. It looks into what different religions think about capital punishment, it also looks into what the benefits of using  the death penalty would have on the law. It also looks into the governments opinion and what they have done for the law and how it has changed over the years.














Introduction
Today, the death penalty is not as commonly practice as it was over 50 years ago but, it is still practiced in some countries. The effects that the death penalty can have on people can either be negative or positive. What are the pros and cons in having the death penalty and what would be the effects if the penalty should return? According to Check Team (2018) in 2017 alone there has been reportedly been over two thousand deaths in 53 different countries. The Governments need to identify what the negative and positives the death penalty can have.
The purpose of this study was to find out the pros and cons of the death penalty and find out what different parties think of the punishment.

Main Findings
When looking into the death penalty I found out that the society and government have different opinions on this topic. There are some aspects that they agree on.
Society
Societies opinion on the death penalty has changed over the years. People believe that if you take someone’s life yours should be taken too. According to BBC (2009) the Christian community is for and against the death penalty. Faith come a lot into peoples opinions of taking someone’s life by capital punishment. The death penalty is still practiced in 53 countries but, the United Kingdom abolished it in 1985. When looking into the history of capital punishments you depending on what the law is in your country you could be put to death for committing adultery. According to Wheatstone (2015) a woman was convicted and sentenced to death by stoning whereas her partner was sentenced to 100 lashes. This could be seen as unfair as the woman got a worse charge than her partner did.
[bookmark: baep-author-id3]When looking into what different religions think about the death penalty I found a commonality to the fact the, for example, Rabbinic and Christianity both religions have used the death penalty. “ …rabbis and Christians used the death penalty discourse to invent themselves as figures as authority.” Berkowitz (2006). Even though most religion are against the death penalty and the act of taking someone’s life this quote points to the fact that they have also use the death penalty to their advantage. America is well known for still actively practicing the death penalty. However, even though the supreme courts still give people the death penalty the number of people who are actually put to death has dropped. The most commonly used form of putting people to death is by lethal injection. The lethal has had many trial and errors over the years it has been used, according to Koniaris, et al (2005) the act of using the lethal injection is flawed as the combination of the drugs used don’t always the way they should. On one side society views the death penalty as morally wrong as you are taking someone’s life and could be seen as murder. On the other hand it could be seen as a good thing as an eye for an eye. Society is very split into whether the death penalty should return. 
Political
Depending on what country you live in the law on the death penalty will vary on the law that it holds. For example, in America there is still 31 states that hold the death penalty and still actively practice it. Most states in America are for the death penalty but, it is starting to change because of the governments opinion on it. Supreme courts do not give out the charge of capital punishment as much as they use to it is all depending on the crime you have committed. The law of Capital Punishment has changed drastically over the past two decades because the rate of people wrongly convicted to death went up. Today, if it is believed you have been wrongly convicted you get a stay of execution so that you case can be looked over. According to Maron (2014) its been said that nearly 304 inmates since 1987 could have been exonerated but were sentence to death. In the late 60s to 70s a lot of people that were wrongly convicted and put were death were racially charged but in todays laws you have to have a extensive amount of proof to show that people are guilty or not guilty before they are sentenced. There are some benefits to putting people to death as the criminals that commit serious murder crimes they would be kept off the streets for good and the public would feel safer.



Conclusion 
After this study it has shown that there is still as split opinion on whether the death penalty should return. Society are leaning more to being against it returning as it is morally wrong to take someone’s life as it could class it as murder. Even though religions believe in an eye for an eye it is still wrong. The government on the other hand see it as a positive way to bring down the rates of crime especially murder. But, in conclusion it is shown in this study that people are more against the death penalty than for it.

Recommendation
A recommendation for the government to find out peoples opinions on the death penalty would to either do a poll or questionnaire. They could also do a vote to see who is for or against it.
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