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Influencing factors to join County Lines operation and why these influences exist.
 
Many factors become involved with influencing the young and extremely vulnerable children and adults in today's generation, while many factors have been reported, there are potentially many more factors affecting the vulnerability which are yet to be discovered and tackled.
Thurrock Council, (2020) states that perpetrators have knowingly enticed young and vulnerable children and adults with the use of drugs and alcohol, with the potential ending result to get them involved with the gang lifestyle. It is also known as ‘debt bondage` where they trick the young with incurring drug debts, in which they are forced to repay by ‘county lines` activity.
Children Society (2019) have statistically mentioned that young children and adults are also becoming vulnerable to ‘county lines` by many other leading factors such as: learning difficulties – not having that care from family and services, just being a child, poverty, not having the opportunity to go into education – living in a poor community, parents not condoning their child’s education, personal discrimination from others – racial, social, classist, social economic and religion. Also stating that the known age for children to be involved in ‘County Lines` ranged from 11 to 18 years of age. 
While there has been reports of children from the age of 10 years of age that have been involved in this, mentioned by The Children’s Society Practitioner (2019), due to poor communities and the factor that they do not understand the meaning of right or wrong. Policy Survey respondent has taken from its survey that there has been reports of children from the age of 8 years old that have been a part of CCE, which were reportedly known by a few police force areas that have dealt with ‘County Lines`, depending on the area determines the potential age in which they become involved with these gangs.
Not only the use of drugs and alcohol being a main factor into county lines, but The National Crime Agency (2019) has mentioned that sexual abuse and exploiting children of any age and gender, while under the control of the gangs gives them financial gain, this can also be a means of paying off drug bondage through exploitation. Usually this will occur when the child or young adult has been coerced into becoming dependent off the drugs.
The National Crime Agency (2019) also states that statistically Heroine and Crack Cocaine are the most common drugs used in county lines, while also some other substances such as Cannabis and powdered cocaine have also been reported to be involved in these incidents. NCLCC (2019) statistics have confirmed that the distribution of crack cocaine has proportionally decreased in the cohort in heroin users, this could either mean more profitable than Heroine, or to be potentially increasing the overall volume of the production of the Crack Cocaine.




The Guardian (2019) has stated that a majority of the influencing of younger generation seems to be involved in the gangs by using social media, such as Instagram and snapchat, using them as their main platforms to influence and present the gang life, there has also been music videos created portraying the gang life as aspirational, they have statistically provided a large or amassed following from not only their local area but further afield. They have also gone to mention they are the local ‘celebrity’, who will purposely like and follow these younger more vulnerable people to feel singled out and to be made important.
Snapchat has been made aware that it is being used to recruit and broadcast the current members, whom usually are surrounded in large wads of money and designer clothing, and occasionally illegal weapons are in possession of these gang members. The Guardian (2019) goes on to mention that gangs have been glamorized to bring in more recruits, once the child has been selected the social media platform is then used to track, blackmail and coerce them. 
Anderson (2018) states that from a survey conducted from teenagers aged from 13 to 17, Nine out of the ten teenagers were using social platforms including Facebook and snapchat, then 71% of them use more than one type of platform, YouTube being one of the most popular platforms being used at the time of the survey, another statistic shown that 85% of that have shown that youths use a video sharing platform. Showing that The Guardian (2019) has remarkably similar findings to the results of youths using social media platforms, which has proven to be the main form of communication between gang members and young adults being used for ‘county lines`.
 
Why these influences exist
Adults take a huge responsibility of influencing younger generations, giving them the responsibilities to become grown adults and make their own way in the future, a vast number of young children look up to their parents/guardians and careers for advice and guidance. It has been said by Jorge (2020) that offering advice is far more helpful to the younger generation than setting out strict rules, where teenagers break rules for enjoyment who then tend to do the opposite when being advised by their own parents. Rules can potentially be harmful for kids’ behavior, that is by teenagers and young adults look up to those on social media influencing them, as they see them as independent and as a life they wish to live, instead of their own with rules and restrictions set.
Influencing on social media can achieve anywhere from thousands to millions of followers, portraying a lavish and rule free day to day life, flaunting wads of money and expensive technology which those envy to have. Gang members try and broadcast their lifestyles as easy and lavish to those whom wish to join their lifestyle, only to be trapped within their gang membership to do all their ‘dirty work`. In which those children and young adults become involved within the ‘County Lines`. 
While social media plays a large role in influencing the younger and weaker minded teenagers, hanging around in local communities after school hours and weekends in potentially ‘popular` areas such as parks and community centers, showing off their designer clothes and technology is another way to persuade them to join.


AlphaBiolabs (2019) was able to conduct an interview with a 16-year-old dealer from Norwich, who was found with up to 45 bags of Heroin, 15 of those were found in a kinder surprise chocolate egg. He had said that it only takes one person to approach you and promise you expensive clothes, a better lifestyle with large amounts of money, he then went on to mention that he could make anywhere from £500 to £2000 pounds each week depending how well it went, while there was also the incentive to just keep on dealing throughout to earn increasing amounts of money. 
When he was able to bring in large amounts of money he was looked after and praised for his work, but if he was ever to have a bad or slightly lower earning week trouble was yet to come, he states that he had seen some terrible sights where they almost turned bad. Finally, he went on to say no matter how many times a person can be arrested, younger and more innocent people were lining up to join from those removed off the street, AlphaBiolabs (2019).
Castella (2007) also had an interview with a gang member, Michael who was 17 at the time, mentioned that while being around people who knowingly sold drugs were making a large amount of money, so the thought to help his mother out dealing crack, heroin, weed. He could make a thousand pounds most weeks, and would only use a bike for transportation to avoid any suspicion from the police. While doing this did cause a lot of knife and gun crime if he was to be in the wrong place at the wrong time, he goes on to say that if you were caught slipping by another group of boys, you'd either be in serious danger or killed.
The Home office (2019) states that a report of recruiting grounds that around 16,000 children whom are disruptive and cause chaos in their classrooms are then referred to PRUs, whom give guidance and extra support to those in need, usually where they go to a school specifically for those who require more attention, and help to stop their disruptive behavior.
Gang members keep a close eye on those apart of this institution of PRUs, to then prey on those whom look vulnerable and those parents who don’t collect their kids, where they are deemed as bate, mentions the mail online (2022).

How can preventative measures be placed or does intervention need to be addressed earlier?
The Home office (2019) has stated that there will be British Transport police teams that will be working exclusively on ‘County Line` across all of England to try and prevent further drug trafficking incidents and to crack down on further transportation of class A drugs, which is being illegally made and sold. While there are also enhanced data analysis system that automatically check car registration numbers which help enable police to proactively target any potential suspects, this is known as ANPR (automatic number plate recognition).
Masters (2022) mentions that there are multi-agency gang task forces in the local authorities and educational providers, including senior mentors and youth mentors. These people are trained to keep young children and adults safe, helping with their mental health struggles and any other related on-going issues that have occurred due to their experiences within the gangs, with the hope to prevent them from returning to criminal activity and the care system. 


The key to progressing with the young children is long lasting and well delivered mentoring programs to help all victims of ‘county lines`. With numbers increasing each year of people entering the care system, which has then been said that it is putting pressure on the Local authorities which haven’t had all the resources required to help effectively support the victims. Masters (2022) goes on to mention that they provide 24/7 service which also provides support for the family’s involved with the victims, whom is in conjunction with the local authority emergency duty teams.
There are currently challenges within these social services with the intensive work carried out with the young people, that desperately require the help and preventative care at early ages to young adults which protects them from gang membership, which have statically been increased every single year. While not all victims have been successfully removed from their gangs, some are being drawn back into the ‘county lines’ for many different reasons including paranoia, worries about family’s being endangered and any drug debt owed. 
Simmonds-read (2022) states that a key strategy to keep the lifestyle appealing, giving them a sense of belonging, giving them the opportunity of protection, which gives the sense that they are a part of the gang whom are given responsibilities which can evolve criminal exploration. Where there is a feeling of being trapped in the gang resulting in the victim being dependent of the gang members for their own safety and survival, which in a lot of cases do involve drug dependency, blackmail and even some cases physical violence, stabbing, raping and torture.
Key4Life is another charity helping those young offenders obtain a brighter future and to stop them from reoffending. They have statistically said that 64% of youths re-offend under other charities, while they only have a 16% rate. 
One participant said “IF IT WASN’T FOR KEY4LIFE, I WOULD BE DEAD OR BACK IN A CELL”

Izundu (2018) conducted interviews with participants who have received help from Key4Life, he mentions that what kept him strong in prison was fact due to them visiting him while in prison, that they take out their own time voluntarily, kept him going and to want to get out of the gang life, but while also stating that it was still difficult to leave that all behind.
Gov (2019) have mentioned that they have a new ‘Tackling Child Exploitation Support Program’. This is designed to help provide assistance for many different local areas to respond to child exploitation. With the majority occurrences being `County lines’, the service is broadcasted to those at most risk of these dangers from online platforms and their communities. 
Secretary Hinds stated that:
[bookmark: _Int_1G0Mra5F]“Being safe at school and having a stable home life is the best form of protection for the children as they grow up – but we know that those who are the most vulnerable, are the most at risk of exploitation of those who want to take advantage of them, Gov (2019).



There Is approximately £84 million pounds stated by the Gov (2019), which has been set out to help provide those families and young children affected in the less fortunate communities, affected by county lines. This funding has successfully created projects which help provide knowledge and understanding about threats inside and outside of their homes, while also improving a much more responsive and effective safeguarding partners to be able to correctly identify and organise support.
[bookmark: _Int_hDdgMG45]While `county lines’ has become an increasingly difficult crisis to keep on top of, there have been a few positive outcomes from those who have been taken out of those gangs, and those who currently are receiving the help from the local communities. While this will never be stopped due to the mass growth of youth offenders and a shortage of resources for the community, slowly there is a positive outcome for those successful. There are vast number of charities out there willing to support those in need, all over the country, the only thing they need off the offender is there willingness to commit to them.
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