[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_WJPyW8Ow][bookmark: _Int_wkz9uMaz]All forms of crime, including anti-social behaviour have a wide range of effects. Crimes and anti-social behaviour affects the community and its victims, having effects on the mental well-being of victims as well as social and economic impacts on communities. Crime is increasing in England and Wales; 6.6 million offences were recorded across England and Wales in the year ending September 2022 which represents a 10% increase over the previous year, although it is likely that these statistics are affected by the lifting of lockdown restrictions, the number of offences recorded was still higher than before the first lockdown in 2020 (Office for National Statistics, 2023). In addition to this, the Annual Crime Survey for England and Wales found that the most likely crimes that a person was to be a victim of in the year ending September 2022 were fraud and vehicle theft, with a likelihood of 6% and 3% respectively; overall 16.8% of adults in England and Wales experienced a crime in this period (Office for National Statistics, 2023). In addition to these crime statistics, the Annual Crime Survey for England and Wales reports that there were 1.1 million recorded incidents of anti-social behaviour in the year ending September 2022; this was a decrease of 21% from the year ending September 2020 and 35% from the year ending September 2021, however, this can be attributed to the removal of lockdown restrictions rather than a decrease in actual anti-social behaviour as many police forces across England and Wales recorded breaches of Covid-19 lockdown rules as anti-social behaviour rather than as its own specific category of offence (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Crime can be defined as “the intentional commission of an act usually deemed socially harmful or dangerous and specifically defined, prohibited, and punishable under criminal law” (Britannica, 2023). Definitions of criminal offences are set out by criminal law in England and Wales; offences can range from road traffic offences such as speeding to violent offences such as murder as well as “dishonesty Offences” which include theft and criminal damage (The Law Society, 2023). Anti-social behaviour is an offence under the Antisocial Behaviour Act 2003; “Antisocial behaviour is defined as 'behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person” (Metropolitan Police, 2023). In addition to this, anti-social behaviour is divided into three main categories; personal, nuisance and environmental (Metropolitan Police 2023). This essay will discuss the effects that crime and as an extension anti-social behaviour has on communities and in addition what police forces can do to prevent crime and anti-social behaviour as well as what effect this situation has on the relationship between the police and communities in England and Wales. Additionally, this essay will look at the case of Fiona Pilkington and how this case demonstrates the importance of an effective response to anti-social behaviour as well as the profound effect it can have on communities. 

[bookmark: _Int_fxj6vlkI][bookmark: _Int_Kk0xIkbo][bookmark: _Int_zDPeOy47][bookmark: _Int_QPdyBplo][bookmark: _Int_DOXsfUO3][bookmark: _Int_tGvhrgoM]Firstly, crime can have a great effect on the metal health of its victims; crime can leave victims feeling angry and upset that they have been victimized as a result of the offence (Victim Support, 2022), not only does this have an effect on the well-being of the victim, this can also in turn lead to the victim committing an offence themselves in retaliation for the initial crime; murders, fraud and all forms of criminal damage as well as theft are the crimes most likely to result in retaliation from the victim (Jackques, 2014). This is known as vigilantism and is more prominent in communities where law enforcement does not adequately prevent crime (Jackques, 2014). Therefore, it is important that the feelings of victims are considered so that the number of criminal acts do not multiply as a result of a victim feeling that they need to exact justice on their own accord due to failings in law enforcement and the criminal justice system. In addition to this, victims can develop clinical mental illnesses as a result of crime such as post-traumatic stress disorder and anxiety (Victim Support, 2022). As well as this having an effect on the victim themselves, this also by extension put extra strain on the mental health services in England and Wales, which are already under a great deal of stress (Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman, 2018). Additionally, the type of crime committed as well as the identity of the perpetrator can act as a factor in the mental reaction of the victim to a crime; domestic violence as well as hate crimes can have a more profound effect as well as the individual committing the offence being known to the victim (Victim Support, 2022). It is also important to manage the mental health of victims as it has been shown that poor mental health of individuals has a negative effect on the overall community; poor mental health contributes to long-term problems such as teenage pregnancy, substance misuse and other forms of criminal activity (Mind, 2015).

[bookmark: _Int_QBps0hTw]This can also contribute to the economic effect of crime; mental health problems cost the health service £21 billion in the period 2009 to 2010 as well as an additional £30 billion in economic output (Mind, 2015), due to the strong link between crime and mental health it is easy to demonstrate the great financial costs of crime. Crime can cause economic damage through the damage and stealing of goods, loss of output due to victims potentially requiring time away from work, and health and victim service costs (Home Office, 2018). For example, if a home is burgled, the victim is likely to invest in new home security equipment such as more advanced locks and surveillance cameras (Law Library, 2023). Another example that demonstrates the economic impact of crime on the victim is theft of a vehicle; according to a Home Office report the average value of a stolen vehicle is £6,140, however the average value of a recovered car is £2,310 (Home Office, 2018), this represents a great economic cost to the victim as a result of crime. In addition to costing victims economically, crime also costs communities as a whole; The Home Office estimates that in the year ending March 2016, crimes cost England and Wales a total of £59 Billion (Office for National Statistics, 2022). Additionally, it is also not just property related crimes that have an economic impact; a Home Office report projects that a violent offence resulting in broken bones would come at a cost of £800 over the year, additionally, anxiety and panic attacks following a violent crime, relating to the previous point concerning the mental health of victims, would come at a cost of £26,670 over a three year period (Home Office, 2018). Not only would this have an impact on the economic situation of the victim, but the additional strain on the welfare system as well as other public services would come at a cost to the Treasury, leading to an impact on the wider community. In addition to the financial costs associated directly with criminal offences, it is also important to look at the costs associated with measures taken to prevent crime; for financial year 2023 to 2024, the budget for policing will increase by £287 million to a total of £17.2 billion over the period (Philip, 2022), this is a significant cost to the public across England and Wales and thus has an economic impact on the community.   

[bookmark: _Int_RdGzHFt1]In addition to crime coming at a financial cost to the community, it also comes at a social cost. Crime is a major cause of poverty; this is because a high crime rate in a community means that the community is less attractive to employers due to the higher risk of criminal damage and those who do remain must charge higher prices in a need to offset costs associated with criminal damage (Clites, 1997). This has a great impact on the prospects of a community. In addition to causing deprivation, crime can have an effect on the children in a community; it has been shown that children who witness violent crime in their community are more likely to have behaviour issues, struggle at school and suffer from substance misuse (Gillett, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Int_gM9QI7vN][bookmark: _Int_lUtfH725]Crimes such as these are likely to fall under the category of anti-social behaviour; vandalism and littering, which come at a cost to the community are seen as a key issue by many people within communities and are defined as anti-social behaviour under law (Home Office, 2004). The effects of anti-social behaviour are similar to those of other crimes. However, anti-social behaviour refers to a specific set of crimes which cause “harassment, alarm or distress” to someone outside of their household (Antisocial Behaviour Act 2003), therefore, someone in the community. The type of anti-social behaviour likely to have an impact on the community is “nuisance antisocial behaviour” (Metropolitan Police, 2023). This type of anti-social behaviour can include “vehicle nuisance”, which would cause distress to some members of the community and “rowdy or inconsiderate behaviour” which is general behaviour which would be considered a nuisance to the general community (Metropolitan Police, 2023). The mental impact on victims is also similar to those of other crimes; victims of anti-social behaviour report that they have difficulty sleeping, feel anxious and unsafe in their community (Victim Support, 2022). The victims' commissioner has stated “ASB can make victims’ lives a living nightmare, causing stress, misery and despair. It can also often be the precursor to serious crimes including knife crime and gang activity” (victims' commissioner, 2023), demonstrating that anti-social behaviour can have a great impact on communities. Victims are more likely to feel these effects if the behaviour is directly targeted at them, this is known as “personal antisocial behaviour” (Metropolitan Police, 2023), which can incorporate any act which comes under anti-social behaviour, but instead the aim of the offences are a specific person or household rather than the wider community.

[bookmark: _Int_68qfqfeW][bookmark: _Int_t4Uu0LAX]A notable case of personal anti-social behaviour is the case of Fiona Pilkington. Fiona Pilkington was a woman living in Barwell with her two disabled children who was targeted over a period of ten years by groups of people committing anti-social behaviour, directly targeting her household; Pilkington had property stolen and her house damaged as well as suffering from verbal abuse (Dryden, 2017). Pilkington complained to her local police force 33 times, however the police force did not act, and Pilkington decided to end her’s and her daughter’s life by setting fire to her car with both of them in it (Dryden, 2017). The case of Fiona Pilkington demonstrates the impact that anti-social behaviour has on both individuals and the communities that they live in, however it also highlights that shortcomings in police responses to anti-social behaviour exist. The independent Police Complains Commission has identified that the police response to Pilkington’s case was inadequate, and four police constables will now face misconduct charges due to the failure of the police force to protect Fiona Pilkington (Walker, 2011). 

One of the ways in which cases such as this can be prevented from reoccurring is through the “community trigger”; this is where if 3 complaints are made regarding anti-social behaviour, then a review is undertaken into the effectiveness of the multi-agency response to anti-social behaviour in the community, following this the agencies will make contact with the victim and make use of police powers to curtail the perpetrators (Home Office, 2022). This ensures that agencies including the police force remain accountable to the public, ensuring that services are effective and therefore maintaining public confidence in policing in England and Wales. The community trigger has been shown to be an effective tool in fighting anti-social behaviour, an example of this is the case of the community rigger being used to protect a vulnerable woman from ‘Cuckooing’ in the Dyfed-Powys region (College of Policing, 2022). Additionally, police forces can make use of injunction powers relating specifically to anti-social behaviour to prevent individuals who have committed these offences from entering the communities that they have offended in (Home Office, 2011). An effective response to anti-social behaviour requires that the victims’ needs are put first which is done so by the Crime and Policing Act 2014 through the use of the community trigger (Local Government Association, 2023). Additionally, courts are likely to allow private landlords to issue eviction notices to those found to be committing anti-social behaviour which helps remove these offenders from the communities that they are affecting (Shelter, 2023).   

If responses to crime are not seen as satisfactory by communities, they will lose trust in the police force; trust in the Police in England and Wales is in decline with the rate of public confidence in the police falling from 62% in 2017 to 55% in 2020, this decline has been more prominent amongst BAME communities as their communities have been disproportionately policed (Mynenko and Ditcham, 2022).

[bookmark: _Int_pMWJqsbP][bookmark: _Int_fFwQRncq]In conclusion, crime and anti-social behaviour has a great impact on communities financially, socially and on the victims within the community. Crime and anti-social behaviour has a great impact on the mental wellbeing of victims and in extension has a knock-on effect to the rest of the community. Crime leads to a reduction in job opportunities in the community, leading to poverty and further social issues. Crime and anti-social behaviour, particularly concerning property crime and vandalism, comes at a financial cost to the victim and to the public. Anti-social behaviour directly affects members of the community through acts intended to cause nuisance, either to the community as a whole or as in the case of Fiona Pilkington, which demonstrates the seriousness of anti-social behaviour, an individual. It is also because of the serious consequences of crime and anti-social behaviour that an effective response must be planned and implemented, such as the community trigger and also so that public trust and confidence in the police, which is the basis for policing in the United Kingdom, is maintained.
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