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Why do we only remember Tonypandy?
Wales: Britain’s industrial powerhouse!
There cannot be enough emphasis placed on the enormity of social and industrial change that Wales had undergone in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As a major player in the industrial world, Wales was providing one third of Britain’s exported coal to Europe, South America and Egypt. [footnoteRef:1] At its height the Welsh mines employed over a “quarter of a million” workers. [footnoteRef:2] However, this upsurge in fortune was not evident all-over Wales: To set the scene, one needs only to look at the divide between rural and industrial Wales in the late nineteenth century and the melting pot that south Wales had, by then become; people from all over the world saw Wales as somewhere that work would be in plentiful supply; there were few other places that could compete with the might of her industrial output. [footnoteRef:3] Rural Wales on the other hand, was suffering from poverty; Kenneth Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880 to 1980 believes that small industry in the rural areas had deteriorated because of the growth of industry in England and competition from overseas due to improvements in infrastructure, [footnoteRef:4] therefore, not only did the south Wales valleys attract international immigration but also rural to urban immigration within its own borders; Gwyn Williams in his study of Welsh national identity, When was Wales? believed that around 1 ½ million people departed rural England and Wales by 1860, “two thirds” of which moved into the towns and coal-mining areas. [footnoteRef:5] Due to the sheer speed and immensity of development of industry in south Wales friction grew between the employers and their employees; they were constantly battling over problems with employment, wages and conditions. [footnoteRef:6] There was always the fear of overseas competition, by 1912 production was on the wane as the United States and Germany became forces to be reckoned with; mine owners were looking ensure the mines were financially efficient while the workers were looking for improved wages and conditions.[footnoteRef:7]  [1:  Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community, David Smith, Past and Present, No. 87 (May 1980) Pg. 161.]  [2:  K. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880 – 1980 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981) Pg. 61.]  [3:  Ibid. Pg. 59.]  [4:  Ibid. ]  [5:  G.A. Williams, When Was Wales? (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1985) Pg. 178.]  [6:  G. R. Carter, The Coal Strike in South Wales. The Economic Journal, [Vol. 25, No. 99]: (1915) Pg.  453.]  [7:  G. R. Carter, The Coal Strike in South Wales. (1915) Pg.  456.] 

The background of the unrest at Tonypandy was based on conditions and money.  Pay structure for the coal-miners of that period was complex; the coal-miners of the Ely pit were faced with a difficult seam to mine which yielded little more than stone [footnoteRef:8] as the colliers were not paid for stone their pay was not enough for a living wage.   The tension that arose from a dispute over wages, led to a lockout of the eight-hundred miners who worked in that pit; this in turn led to an unofficial strike, involving thousands of men. [footnoteRef:9]  [8:  D. Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, Vol. 87: (1980) Pg.  ]  [9:  D. Smith, Tonypandy.Pg. 87.] 

They predicted a riot.
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Image 1. - Llwynypia Colliery – date unknown - Rhondda Valley.com
The focus for the strikers on the night of November, 9th 1910 was the pit at Llwynypia.  Llwynypia had been enveloped along with the Ely Pit by the enormous Cambrian Combine network. [footnoteRef:10] It was crucial to the owners of the Cambrian Combine that the Llwynypia colliery was kept open and running as the pumps had to be manned to ensure the mine was free of water. [footnoteRef:11] The owners relied on a large body of policemen to ensure that the workers drafted in to keep the mine running during the strike could get to work. The strikers objected to the introduction of workers they called “black legs”, men who were drafted in to cover the work of the strikers. [footnoteRef:12]  The tension that evolved from the bad feeling between the strikers and the “blacklegs” led to unrest and acts of violence between the two groups. [footnoteRef:13] The police were employed to protect the non-striking works from the strikers but occasionally finding themselves the victims of “stone throwing”.  [footnoteRef:14] [10:  N. Macready, Annals of an Active Life (Hutchinson & Co. 1924) Pgs. 144 - 145]  [11:  S. Lowry “Cambrian Combine Miners’ Strike and Tonypandy Riot, 1910” libcom.org [online] available athttps://libcom.org/history/1910-cambrian-combine-miners-strike-and-tonypandy-riot [accessed on 15th March 2018]. ]  [12:  K. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880 – 1980 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981) Pg. 147.]  [13:  Ibid.]  [14:  R. Geary, Policing industrial Disputes: 1893 – 1985 (Cambridge University Press, 1985) Pg. 29.] 

Even though it is the events at Tonypandy on that night that draw attention they were not isolated; assaults on the police were still occurring the following year.  In July of 1911 the Stipendiary Magistrate was surprised that an otherwise respectable “grocer’s assistant” should appear in court at Porth on charges of assaulting a policeman by stone throwing, during “recent rioting at Tonypandy”.  William Lewis Jones was sentenced to one -month prison or a fine of eight pounds. [footnoteRef:15] [15:  “The Tonypandy Rioting” Londonderry Sentinel, 29th July 1911, British Newspaper Archives [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0001480/19110729/030/0003 [accessed 12th March 2018].] 
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After the riot
Image 2. - Tonypandy 1910 - Americymry
Exceptional, down town Tonypandy. 
Extraordinarily, what makes Tonypandy so exceptional is that the accounts of that night cause much confusion and argument.  Testimonies and studies by historians such as Kenneth Morgan and Dai Smith show how Tonypandy will, forever be identified with the outbreak of violence. Damage to shops in the high street necessitated the intervention of the Home Office; the mobilisation of troops to bring order to the strikers who, after being thwarted by the police, resorted to acts of violence and destruction for which its leaders received prison sentences. [footnoteRef:16] The unrest did not come and go on a single night; all over Britain the industrial world was experiencing periods of intensely unsettled behaviour, two general elections in 1910, the fight for suffragism, the battle for Home rule in Ireland and labour unrest did little for stability.  [footnoteRef:17] However, that night sparked a series of events that are still hotly debated while other events of a similar-nature such as the railway strike at Llanelli are over-looked.   [16:  “South Wales Miners Get Twelve Months” The Dundee Evening Telegraph, 23rd November, 1911, British Newspaper Archives [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000563/19111123/016/0001 [accessed 15th March 2018].]  [17:  D. Powell, British Politics 1910 – 1935: The Crisis of the Party System (Abingdon: Routledge, 2004) Pg. 34. ] 

What happened Tonypandy has been blamed for triggering other copy-cat incidents.  It was suggested by The Times special correspondent that Tonypandy was the inspiration behind rioting that occurred in Liverpool on August, 13th 1911. [footnoteRef:18]     [18:  “Street Fighting in Liverpool” The Times, 14th August 1914, The Times Digital Archive 1785-2012 [online] available at http://find.galegroup.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ttda/newspaperRetrieve.do?sgHitCountType=None&sort=DateAscend&tabID=T003&prodId=TTDA&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=R1&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=10&qrySerId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28tx%2CNone%2C9%29tonypandy%3AAnd%3ALQE%3D%28da%2CNone%2C23%2907%2F10%2F1911+-+08%2F30%2F1911%24&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&userGroupName=walamp&inPS=true&contentSet=LTO&&docId=&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=&relevancePageBatch=CS118291726&contentSet=LTO&callistoContentSet=UDVIN&docPage=article&hilite=y&tabLimiterIndex=&tabLimiterValue=&mcode=0FFO [accessed on 11th March 2018].] 

It is from Tonypandy that history saw the emergence of a vital document, The Miners’ Next Step, produced by a group of like-minded individuals whose vision for the coal-mining industry did not include the giant coal owners that had ruled over them and their families for decades. Their favour lay in Syndicalism, an ideology that took the mines away from the mine owners, managing their decline through a series of strikes, leading to financial breakdown of the mines, leaving them in the hands of the workers. [footnoteRef:19]  [19:  G. R. Carter, The Coal Strike in South Wales. The Economic Journal, [Vol. 25, No. 99]: (1915) Pg. 455.] 
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Image 3. -Winston Churchill – 1910 - The National Archives
Churchill, man or riot monger?
Because the way people see and remember things changes over time, their own perspective will determine how they perceive events.  There is a plethora of oral testimony for both sides, of which Dai Smith makes good use in his analysis of Tonypandy in Wales a Question of History. [footnoteRef:20] Some accounts of the events at were taken soon after and some a considerable time after, though few match; so, should they be considered as evidence?  There is no alternative but to hear them as evidence while taking into consideration the source:  The police defended the way they managed the situation describing it as “hell”. [footnoteRef:21] The shopkeepers, whose property was damaged were keen to point out how dire the situation was. [footnoteRef:22] A young boy on the street gave a dramatic account [footnoteRef:23] and Winston Churchill will forever be remembered for his fumbled attempt at playing down his part. [footnoteRef:24]  But, is his part confused with other events?  The railway strikes at Llanelli a year later for example, when according to Wrigley he was keen to use troops to ensure the continued running of the railways. [footnoteRef:25] He had a reputation for enthusiasm in matters of the military and law and order which are widely accepted.  [footnoteRef:26]  [20:  D. Smith, Wales: A Question of History (Bridgend: Seren, 1999).]  [21:  D. Smith, Wales. Pgs. 112 & 113.]  [22:  Ibid. Pg. 132.]  [23:  Ibid. Pg. 118.]  [24:  Winston Churchill “The Truth about Tonypandy” Western Morning News, 9th February 1950 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000329/19500209/012/0001 [accessed] 20th March 2018].]  [25:  C. Wrigley, Winston Churchill: A Biographical Companion (USA: ABC-CLIO: 2002). Pg. 327.]  [26:  Royal Historical Society, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society (Vol. 11, 6th Series. (Cambridge University Press, 2003) Pg.282. ] 
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Image 4. - Winston Churchill – Siege of Sidney Street – 1911 - BBC

Controversially, Churchill attended the Sidney Street siege in January, just a few months later when troops opened fire and killed two men after three policemen were killed and three more injured.  [footnoteRef:27] [27:  C. Wrigley, Winston Churchill: A Biographical Companion (USA: ABC-CLIO: 2002) Pg. 305.] 

So, he called in the troops.
At the centre of the debate is Churchill and his responsibility in the intervention of armed troops. The debate hinges on the speech of 1950 in which he denied the mobilisation of the military [footnoteRef:28]  which was argued by Ness Edwards, parliamentary secretary to the Labour party in 1950, as being untrue. [footnoteRef:29]  When considering the speech that Churchill made nearly forty years after the event, one must accept it as a piece of primary source material as it was a transcript of the speech published in the Western Mail on 9th February 1950; although, it does not mean that the contents of the speech are reliable it must be remembered that forty years had passed: In his own mind Churchill may have felt that by his threat to mobilise troops if the situation did not calm [footnoteRef:30]  was enough of a concession to encourage a dampening of violent behaviour. However, Churchill did send in the troops; a telegram to the Chief Constable of Glamorgan from Churchill on the afternoon of 8th November clearly shows that metropolitan police numbering two hundred plus some mounted police, supported by two hundred cavalrymen would be dispatched to the area on that night but should not be deployed unless “all other means have failed,” confirmed in a telegram to General Macready on the evening of 8th November. [footnoteRef:31]  The following day 9th November, the secretary of the Miners Federation, after a private conference attended by strike leaders John Hopla and William John, sent a telegram to the Home Office, after making a statement at 6.30 pm; the secretary strongly urged the recall of troops if they had already been mobilised; it was considered un-necessary for troops to attend as local forces were expected to be capable of managing the situation.  [28:  Winston Church, General Election Campaign 1950, Speech in Cardiff, The Western Mail, 9th February 1950. ]  [29:  “Tonypandy in 1910” Mr. Edwards replies to Mr. Churchill, The Times, February 10th 1950, The Times Digital Archives [online] available at http://find.galegroup.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ttda/newspaperRetrieve.do?sgHitCountType=None&sort=DateAscend&tabID=T003&prodId=TTDA&resultListType=RESULT_LIST&searchId=R1&searchType=BasicSearchForm&currentPosition=16&qrySerId=Locale%28en%2C%2C%29%3AFQE%3D%28tx%2CNone%2C10%29+churchill%3AAnd%3ALQE%3D%28da%2CNone%2C23%2902%2F09%2F1950+-+02%2F11%2F1950%24&retrieveFormat=MULTIPAGE_DOCUMENT&userGroupName=walamp&inPS=true&contentSet=LTO&&docId=&docLevel=FASCIMILE&workId=&relevancePageBatch=CS67455562&contentSet=LTO&callistoContentSet=UDVIN&docPage=article&hilite=y&tabLimiterIndex=&tabLimiterValue=&mcode=0FFO  [accessed 12th March 2018].]  [30:  “Incidents at Tonypandy” Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette, 10th November 1910 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?basicsearch=%2btonypandy%20%2bwill%20%2bjohn%20%2bjohn%20%2bhopla&freesearch=tonypandy%20will%20john%20john%20hopla&retrievecountrycounts=false&sortorder=score [accessed on 12th March 2018].]  [31:  D. Smith, Wales. Pg. 108.] 



This was the agreement between the strike leaders and the Federation who had negotiated with the mine owners for a cessation in hostilities and to enable men to bring up the pit ponies. [footnoteRef:32] The Home Office replied rather provocatively that if the police were unable to cope then there would be no “hesitation” in mobilising troops.  [footnoteRef:33]  [32:  Incidents at Tonypandy” Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette, 10th November 1910 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?basicsearch=%2btonypandy%20%2bwill%20%2bjohn%20%2bjohn%20%2bhopla&freesearch=tonypandy%20will%20john%20john%20hopla&retrievecountrycounts=false&sortorder=score [accessed on 12th March 2018].]  [33:  “Incidents at Tonypandy” Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette, 10th November 1910 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?basicsearch=%2btonypandy%20%2bwill%20%2bjohn%20%2bjohn%20%2bhopla&freesearch=tonypandy%20will%20john%20john%20hopla&retrievecountrycounts=false&sortorder=score [accessed on 12th March 2018].] 

It appears that the plea from the Federation fell on deaf ears as a telegram was wired to General Macready sent on the same night at 8.10 pm, authorising the movement of troops; [footnoteRef:34] similarly a telegram to the Home Office from Daniel Lleufer Lewis requesting immediate assistance from the military received a positive response.  [footnoteRef:35] [34:  Robin Page Arnot, South Wales Miners 1898-1914 (London, 1967), Pgs. 189-190, quoting HO Papers in K. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880-1980 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981) Pg. 147. ]  [35:  Telegram from Lleufer Thomas, Stipendary Magistrate to Home Office. Report, Volume 64, No. 18. Colliery Strike Disturbances, (H.M Stationery Office, 1911).] 

It is no wonder that Churchill’s election campaign speech to Cardiff in 1950 has been the subject of much scrutiny.  It could even be blamed for keeping the memory alive.  In 1950 Churchill was still acutely aware of his reputation in south Wales.  The speech was full of contradictions that may have been interpreted as a cover-up: Churchill told his audience in one sentence that he “stopped the movement of troops” only to say in the next that they stayed in the “background”; [footnoteRef:36] he may have advised that troops should not immediately be deployed but he did not stop them, in-fact after a request with assurances of a cessation of hostilities from the Miners’ Federation he still threatened that troops would be used in the event of further trouble. [footnoteRef:37]    Churchill stressed that it was the police who had physical contact with the protestors and then only with “rolled up mackintoshes” as weapons, not truncheons as Arthur Horner told in his auto-biography Incorrigible Rebel. [footnoteRef:38]  [36:  Winston Churchill “The Truth about Tonypandy” Western Morning News, 9th February 1950 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000329/19500209/012/0001 [accessed] 20th March 2018].]  [37:  Incidents at Tonypandy” Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette, 10th November 1910 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?basicsearch=%2btonypandy%20%2bwill%20%2bjohn%20%2bjohn%20%2bhopla&freesearch=tonypandy%20will%20john%20john%20hopla&retrievecountrycounts=false&sortorder=score [accessed on 12th March 2018].]  [38:  A. Horner, Incorrigible Rebel (MacGibbon and Kee, 1960) Pgs. 15 & 16.] 

Churchill is blamed by some for sending in the troops while others such as William Mainwaring the trade unionist who believed he was just doing his job as Home Secretary. [footnoteRef:39] It is possible that some found him guilty by association with other events, for example the shooting of two men by troops after the mass picket during the railway strike at Llanelli; Lee Waters, former Labour MP for Llanelli claimed his grandmother, called Churchill a “bastard” and that according to Waters, was how the working class viewed him because of the way he deployed troops against workers in the strikes of 1911. [footnoteRef:40]  [39:  Equinox Studios UK (2013) The Long Street – Road to Pandy Square [online] available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoLr-Exr0I0&t=851s [accessed 14th March 2018].]  [40:  Williams, D., The Towns in Wales Where Churchill was Loathed, walesonline [online] available at https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/politics/towns-wales-were-churchill-loathed-14150135 [accessed 14th March, 2018].] 

William Mainwaring, was not so quick to condemn Churchill. In the documentary The Long Street, Mainwaring claimed that the troops did nothing to agitate the strikers; it was the “ruthless” actions of the police that caused the problems. [footnoteRef:41]  Mainwaring was well placed to criticise Churchill if he chose to, he was an admirer of Noah Ablett the Trade Union leader with whom he co-wrote the controversial pamphlet “The Miners Next Step”, which outlined reform of the South Wales Miners’ Federation. [footnoteRef:42]   [41:  Equinox Studios UK (2013) The Long Street – Road to Pandy Square [online] available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoLr-Exr0I0&t=851s [accessed on 14th March 2018].]  [42:  Dictionary of Welsh Biography, Ablett, Noah, yba.llgc.org.uk [online] available at http://yba.llgc.org.uk/en/s1-ABLE-NOA-1883.html [accessed 10th March 2018].] 

 A report by David Evans Labour Strife in the South Wales Coalfield 1910 – 1911 does little to define the facts. Evans’ report was taken to pieces by historian David Smith in Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community; Smith dismissed the report as “biased”, “unworthy” and “imaginative”; [footnoteRef:43] thoughts echoed by historians Smith claimed. [footnoteRef:44] [43:  D. Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, Vol. 87: (1980) Pg. 159.]  [44:  Ibid. Pg. 165.] 

A bit of gossip?
According to Horner, the blame lay solely with Winston Churchill as it was he who gave orders to the military.  The government, he claimed were in “vicious alliance” with the coal owners who were backed by the police and troops. [footnoteRef:45]   Fifteen thousand men were on strike according to Horner and when they surrounded the colliery they were beaten back by the police with truncheons, not the troops. [footnoteRef:46] The destruction that he witnessed in Tonypandy, where “all the shop fronts were smashed” [footnoteRef:47] was corroborated by a boy in his graphic account of window smashing and looting of goods. [footnoteRef:48]  [45:  A. Horner, Incorrigible Rebel (MacGibbon and Kee, 1960) Pgs. 15 & 16.]  [46:  Ibid.]  [47:  Ibid.]  [48:  D. Smith, Wales: A Question for History (Bridgend: Seren, 1999) Pg. 118.] 

Can one rely on the evidence of Mrs. Phillips, the draper?  Mrs. Phillips told the Draper’s Record that people were inside the shops and trying on clothes, some for around three hours, although she does not mention the police or troops. [footnoteRef:49]  However, according to the reporter David Evans it was because the troops interfered that the situation was calmed; they brought the protestors under control; [footnoteRef:50] meaning that the troops they were very much in attendance and in the foreground; Evans said that the police were “hopelessly inadequate” when faced with the angry crowd, [footnoteRef:51] it was the troops, armed with “fixed bayonets and ball cartridge” that drove the demonstrators into town where they were “charged and dispersed”. [footnoteRef:52]  The oral testimony of P.C. W. Knipe described the night of the riot as “hell”, he said, “all the shops were wrecked”, admitting that the police were unable to control the situation. [footnoteRef:53] General Macready on the other hand said that the police had “exaggerated” the situation and that reports of numbers of people involved were over-estimated. [footnoteRef:54] As David Evans said that there were three to four thousand “desperate rioters” it is unlikely that the police or the military would have been able to cope without some physical contact.  [footnoteRef:55] Macready quite rightly stated that the protesters could have stormed the colliery with those numbers if they had wanted to, but that it was not because of the police that they did not. [footnoteRef:56]  He lay the blame for the events at the feet of socialist influence on the strikers.  [footnoteRef:57]  Macready, as commander could be forgiven for wishing to play-down the part that the troops took.; they had, after-all been under-orders to stay in the background according to Churchill.   [49:  Ibid. Pg. 132.]  [50:  D. Evans, Labour Strife in the South Wales Coalfield 1910 – 1911 (Educat. Publishing Co. 1911) Pgs. 110 – 111.]  [51:  Ibid.]  [52:  Ibid.]  [53:  D. Smith, Wales. Pgs. 112 & 113.]  [54:  N. Macready, Annals of an Active Life Vol. 1.  (Hutchinson & co., 1924) Pg. 144-145.]  [55:  D. Evans, Labour Strife in the South Wales Coalfield 1910 – 1911 (Educat. Publishing Co. 1911) Pgs. 110 – 111.]  [56:  N. Macready, Annals of an Active Life Vol. 1.  Pgs. 144-145.]  [57:  Ibid.] 

The conclusion.
Churchill: The myth goes on
We remember Tonypandy because of the debate over whether Winston Churchill ordered the deployment of troops which many see as a barrier to protest by striking miners.
Evidence through telegrams tells us that it was the authorities in south Wales that initially requested military assistance. Churchill was uncomfortable with the idea of military intervention, he had authorised the use of troops in a telegram at 1.30 pm on 8th November only when it was certain that other means had failed. [footnoteRef:58]  He stressed that troops would be answerable only to General Macready and then only when it was “absolutely necessary.” [footnoteRef:59]  Historian David Smith said that he aware of the reputation of his colleague Herbert Asquith had been tarnished over his dealings with a disturbance in Yorkshire in 1893, when two men were shot by troops. [footnoteRef:60] In his capacity as Home Secretary, Churchill had no option other than to take responsibility for the services that would keep law and order; He had a great deal of respect for the miners, thinking them hard working and respectable; he did not believe that it was the strikers who caused the violence and destruction at Tonypandy but an element of “rowdy youths and roughs” from elsewhere. [footnoteRef:61] Churchill had no alternative other than to mobilise troops to deal with acts of violence and destruction, as the police clearly could not cope.  [58:  D. Smith, Wales: Pg. 108.]  [59:  Ibid.]  [60:  D. Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, Vol. 87: (1980) Pg. 159.]  [61:  C. Wrigley, Churchill and the Trade Unions, Winston Churchill in the Twenty-First Century. Eds. David Canadine and Roland Quinault (Cambridge University Press, 2004). Pgs. 56 & 57.] 

While the uprising in Tonypandy led to violence, confusion, debate, defamation of Churchill’s reputation and destruction of property it is not without a legacy. We remember Tonypandy firstly because it was one of many battles over pay and conditions for workers of the coal mines in south Wales. As David Smith said later, militancy in south Wales is “symbolized” by events at Tonypandy.  It led to the national strike in 1912 when people were still fighting for fair pay and to the publication of The Miner’s Next Step 1910.  [footnoteRef:62] While it was not exclusive in its violence, it was one of very few skirmishes which involved deployment of troops even though the Riot Act had not been read. [footnoteRef:63] General Macready believed that those who were genuinely protesting for improved conditions were inflamed by a small number of “extreme” socialists. [footnoteRef:64] Central to this and probably most outstandingly, is Winston Churchill’s speech in Cardiff, 1950 where he offered explanations over the involvement of the troops that completely contradicted the evidence. [footnoteRef:65] The troops did attend and, they were still in attendance in October of 1911 when the strike ended. [footnoteRef:66]  [62:  D. Smith, Tonypandy 1910: Definitions of Community. Past & Present, Vol. 87: (1980) Pg. 159.]  [63:  Ibid.]  [64:  G. E. Jones, People, Protest and Politics: Case Studies in Twentieth Century Wales (Llandysul: Gomer, 1987) Pg. 50.]  [65:  Winston Churchill “The Truth about Tonypandy” Western Morning News, 9th February 1950 [online] available at https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000329/19500209/012/0001 [accessed] 20th March 2018].]  [66:  K. Morgan, Revolution to Devolution: Reflections on Welsh Democracy (University of Wales Press, 2014) Pg. ] 

The report of David Evans in Labour Strife in the South Wales Coalfield, is also the cause of some speculation.  Historians, have picked holes and questioned the evidence in his work, claiming it is biased and contradictory to oral testimony given by witnesses.  [footnoteRef:67]  As Evans worked for David Thomas, Chairman of the Cambrian Combine it may have been in his interest to embroider the truth so should be viewed at such.    [67:  D. Smith, Wales, Pg. 165.] 

It is difficult to forget something that some may not want to forget.  They may not want to forget because it is part of their identity and has become folklore.  The confusion over the facts and such a wide variety of testimony makes Tonypandy stand out from other periods of unrest.
Changes did happen because of the events at Tonypandy, but not always positively.    The protest was initially unsuccessful for the strikers; they returned to work the following year without improvements in pay but in 1912 Britain saw the implementation of the minimum wage act, [footnoteRef:68] abolishing the complicated pay structures that had been the scourge of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.   [68:  House of Commons, House of Commons Debate, 3rd March 1933, Vol. 275. CC. 758-78, http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1933/mar/03/coal-mines-minimum-wage-act-1912 [accessed on 12th March 2018].] 

Finally, it is a legacy kept alive by memory, by now over a century away but a memory that lingers in the memories of the people of the Rhondda.  
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