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Introduction
A research has taken place on a case study where me and my team members have worked on together looking into a vulnerable family with young children and the risk factors that were involved. In this case study we as a team discussed the policies and the health and social care agencies that were involved. We looked at why the family was at a vulnerable position. The factors in this specific case study was looked at that would might not have been in an average family. And how they could have made better changes and what more help would have benefitted them from the care agencies.

FAMILY A
 I looked in this case at the why the child, young person or the family were in a position of vulnerability and that was not seen in an average family? Due to concerns of Domestic Violence, children’s behaviour and the lack of parenting skills. The family is at a vulnerable stage of major consequences. Domestic violence comes in several different abuses, Emotional, Physical, Financial, Sexual and Phycological abuse.
There is a wide variety of concerns regarding family A ranging from rent arrears, domestic violence to aggressive behaviour. However, the concerns that we feel will make the family vulnerable and have major consequences are: Domestic violence, the lack of parenting skills and the children’s behaviour. Especially that of the son who has an Anti- social behaviour order.
Domestic Violence is not just defined as one abuse it is several different types.
 These are:
· Emotional
· Psychological
· Physical
· Sexual
· Financial
When looking into the case of family A, we could see that it covered some of these types of abuses. Which will have an impact on the son’s behaviour. The three main concerns regarding the son were:
1. Emotions of the son is where his fear and worries are concerned with what is happening within his home and family relationship. As his emotions have become increasingly overpowering and unbearable. He then expresses them through his school’s performance along with other daily activities.
2. Psychological effects on a child of ant age can cause long term mental health issues. Many people would see the aggressive behaviour of the son as him being naughty or even a bully. However, this is not true 100% true. It can be various active reasons for aggressive behaviour. We feel that with family relationship breakdown and the issue of domestic violence and the lack of parenting skills. Is the reason the son is showing aggression and he is frustrated, angry and psychologically traumatized regarding all the family issues.
3. Financial Issues the parent’s financial issues are causing them to go through emotions due to the risk of losing their family home. This can make homelife tense and stressful. However, there is no mention of both parents being employed. It just states that the mother is working. Therefore, the financial burden is on the mother. Who is at the same time missing out on spending quality time with her children? This then can lead to neglecting her children’s needs and the family home.

Looking in an average family, parents juggle working and home life. They have control of their finances and pay bills when due. They also spend quality time together enjoying a family meal. Also, assisting their child or children with homework. More importantly they do activities together for example watching movies, Outdoor activities, Taking the dog for a walk etc. 
Family A is not an average family, they certainly have problems that are a major concern, the safeguarding of the children is essential. The risk factors we as a group investigated were:
· Safeguarding
· Education
· [bookmark: _Hlk35541423]Eviction
Safeguarding means protecting children from abuse and looking after children’s health and development. Ensuring children grow up within a safe and effective care. (Safeguarding children and child protection | NSPCC Learning, 2020) The authorities showed signs of neglect as the parents did not get the appropriate care that was needed.
Education most likely would be affected if the boy is having family problems which would affect his behaviour and learning ability at school as well as the attendance dropping low. This is were the school need to identify why this is happening with the boy and to get in touch with the parents to sort out the matter appropriately. 
Eviction, the family were at risk of being evicted as they were facing financial difficulty with the mother not being able to pay the rent, again the boy seeing these problems and the stress the family is going through is most likely to feel emotional and affect him mentally.
The main agencies that were working or involved with the family were CAMHS (child and Adolescent Mental Health Service) ASBO (Anti- Social Behaviour Order) and the Neighbourhood Service. 
The CAMS were involved because of the primary aged boy.  CAMHS are the NHS services that test young children who are emotional, behavioural or have mental health difficulties. (Guide to CAMHS, 2020) We thought the CAMHS could have done more to help this venerable family as the full support was not given or they could have been referred to any other agencies who could have done something that would have been a better outcome. 
The ASBO team were the first to pick up on the fact that the child was showing behaviour problems. ASBO is a team that helps stop antisocial behaviour before it gets out of hand, it supports them by addressing the problem. (Civil injunctions and criminal behaviour orders - London Borough of Croydon, 2020) The team did step in and they made good progress with the boy as his behaviour could have become more worse over time. 
The neighbourhood service was involved due to the family not being able to make rent payments and were at risk of losing their family home.  The neighbourhood service help deal with families many problems as well as families who struggle to pay rent and help them find a way they can manage with the rent, so they don’t get evicted.
Overall, I personally feel there was not enough help the family were receiving that got the mother to consider a second job which would be more hours out of the house which can lead to neglecting the house duties and the children’s needs. Also, the agencies need to continue checking on this family so they don’t go back to the situation they were in and to direct them to other service that can help them financially and socially.
Working with my team was good, we all sat down together and discussed the case as a team and understood it, we then took a task each to research into further and present as a team. Which I believe we presented well in the class and to out lecturers.
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