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In this essay, the importance of policing by consent is discussed, as its impact on the modern-day police service in their daily life. For almost two centuries, "policing by agreement" has been the guiding concept of the British police. This claims that the legitimacy of the police is not founded on the use of force alone but also on the trust of the population (Movement, 2018). Those who are accustomed to being the target of police violence and other forms of police action may have trouble understanding why they need to provide their agreement. Police personnel are constantly disciplined for rejecting public consent and told to restore it whenever police aggressiveness makes headlines, whether via blatant violence against people, the suppression of demonstrations and public disruption, or the revealing of fresh, damaging data.
On the other side of the coin, anarchists and libertarians often argue that the police have the right to employ deadly force and coercive measures whenever they see fit. According to this point of view, consent is only an elaborate smokescreen for something far more sinister. If people stopped backing the government, then only force could keep it in power, and this is an idea that has some merit. Focusing on this fantastical extreme, however, serves only to hide the reality that this is not the current situation (Monkova, 2021). In light of this, some argue that police should be held to a standard of "consent-based policing," while others dismiss this as an impossible ideal. The two arguments against this are baseless. In reality, public consent for police is granted, and maintaining this consent is critical to maintaining state authority. Knowing what this "permission" involves and how to get it are the two most crucial parts of this puzzle (Clark-Darby, 2020).
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People treat everyone as if they are a part of a single, unified group when they talk about what "the public" wants. When everyone is collectively labelled "the public" or "the people," disagreements, distinctions, and competing interests are overlooked. Consent is not necessarily the outcome of positive police attitudes, and this is something people need to keep in mind. People often accept being observed because they do not give it much consideration and because they anticipate being monitored.
More subtle forms of consent may be shown via actions like voting for political parties that promise to strengthen law enforcement or reporting crimes to one another. This degree of general approval might be attained by doing nothing (Farrow, 2020). The Metropolitan Opera released a video in 2020 justifying their use of force in reaction to widespread criticism in the media. Both the opening and closing lines of this video are direct quotations from Reith's Peelian ideas. When people show their support in this way, they are effectively saying, "Please stand aside, give the police room, and do not interfere or hinder the cops if anyone sees them engaged in a street situation." There are a number of methods to withdraw consent, including filming and criticising police behaviour when they use force or harass someone (Olisa, 2021). Support for the police is evident from the number of people walking past.
More importantly, the overwhelming majority of people who complain about police behaviour also want to be policed. First, people must agree that police and police are necessary before they can develop standards for how they should act or how policing should be structured (Pickard, 2019). Most people are against law enforcement, either because they are against authority in general or because they do not understand what cops do. The very foundations of the capitalist system are what give this economic model such widespread support.
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Dependence works both ways. It is an admission of the state's limited power that it claims consent as the basis of its policing. Despite these factors, the police cannot afford to take the public's support for granted and must work tirelessly to maintain it. The Directorate of Media and Communication manages approximately 600 official Twitter accounts for the Metropolitan Police Service at an annual cost of millions of British pounds, in addition to handling press relations (Bailey, 2021). Consent is fostered by a fresh round of promises to "restore trust" in the police and "rebuild the connection between the police and the community" after every tragic incident of police brutality that makes headlines.
The goal of discussing racial bias in the police force is to gain support for reform. Even though the police are not an invading force per se, there are certain communities where their input is not sought. Police are appealing to the general public, yet one kind of political and social marginalisation is being framed as a threat that the public needs protection against (Greener, 2021). However, this kind of exclusion is not always the best approach to strengthen a state's preeminence. Making people subject to government oversight by forcing them to appear in public and cooperate with police demands is another tactic. With its recommendation that police be "friendly to all members of the public, regardless of income or social status," Reith's list defines a core idea of equality without drawing explicit racial linkages (Hendy, 2022). The police invest a great deal of time and resources in winning the trust and cooperation of the exact individuals they torture the most cruelly.
The 2013 recruitment drive by the Metropolitan Police Department is a prime example. Black and Asian police officers were shown smiling on posters that were distributed in traditionally anti-police areas of London. This is a direct paraphrase of the famous Peelian saying, "the public is the police, and the police are the public." The police can only effectively do their jobs if they are not perceived as apart from the community (Palmer, 2020). The Scarman report on the 1981 Brixton riots is only one example of several that call for increased recruitment of Black officers into the Met in reaction to public discontent with law enforcement. The 1999 Macpherson Report included recruitment goals with an emphasis on increasing “trust and confidence in the police among minority ethnic communities” (Stott et al., 2020). However, the report's main goal was not to eliminate bias. Metropolitan Police Service has devised new recruitment targets for Black and minority ethnic officers in reaction to the Black Lives Matter demonstrations of 2020 and the heightened public attention on racial profiling and police brutality, while senior officers warn of a credibility issue (Wong and Christmann, 2020). This happened before there was a large-scale effort to hire African-American police officers. Norwell Roberts, who became the department's first Black officer in 1967, was the subject of much coverage. His colleagues may have been violently biassed behind closed doors, but Black activists needed to see police as part of their own "community," therefore they promptly asked him to make an appearance at anti-apartheid activities.
Concerns are raised when racial bias among police officers causes the public to lose faith in the force. The police have as much of an interest in reducing prejudice as they do in combating it, as public acceptance is the ultimate goal (Torrible, 2022). Not because she can disprove that it is appropriate, Commissioner Cressida Dick has spoken out against the usage of the phrase "institutional racism" to describe the Metropolitan Police because "it inhibits individuals from giving us with information, evidence, joining and working with us."
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Sceptics fail to see that the current low level of violence helps maintain police authority. When a leader has the support of the people, they are far more likely to be successful in office. When public support for the police is high, the police are in a stronger position to make behavioural changes in response to that support. Reform obstacles are often cited by abolitionists as proof that efforts to correct the wrongs committed by the police are really designed to increase the size and scope of the police force. Increases in funding, training, technology and recruitment in response to calls for police reform typically result in an increase in police power. The public's acceptance of a police force is the end purpose of the reforms, regardless of whether or not specific resource problems are addressed. The public's ability to affect police behaviour strengthens the police's hand when the public learns to use that power effectively.
Refusing permission to the police would mean abandoning calls for reform, restoring trust, and a more diverse police force. The immense potential of mutual support as a form of resistance to this forced battle is reinforced by the realisation that consent in this society is not based on ignorance but on the ties between people. If people can figure out how to have children in a cooperative rather than competing manner, they may not need the government to monitor their relationships. People can show that they care about those most affected by police brutality if they do not respond to police wrongdoing by calling for more and better police.
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