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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
How South Wales Police disrupts Serious and Organised Crime on the public roads.
INTRODUCTION:

For the research in which I have chosen, I am going to be discussing how South Wales Police deal with cases of serious and organised crimes on the public roads. As a current serving police officer within South Wales Police, I have a great interest when it comes to roads policing, and one day I hope to join a specialised team such as the Roads Policing Unit. The Roads Policing Unit have four key pillars of activity, with the main objectives of the Roads Policing Unit being to prevent crime, tackle crime, driving technology and innovation, and changing minds such as persons accepting personal responsibility for abiding by the laws and keeping the roads safe (NPCC, 2022).

Serious and Organised Crime can be the name of persons who have worked together for a period, in which they have been able to coordinate, plan and then further conduct the serious crime (CrimeStoppers,2020). There are a wide range of different types of serious and organised crime, such as cybercrime, fraud and economic crime, and many more, with the Crown Prosecution Service stating that as of December 2013, there are an estimated 36,000 organised criminals in 5,300 groups across the United Kingdom, with these figures as of today expected to have risen greatly (CPS, 2019). Offenders may use the roads networks in order to help them facilitate their crimes, such as offenders may use the roads so that they are able to deliver drugs to places all over the country. It is important that the police have several tactics at their disposal in order to assist them when combatting serious and organised crime, such the use of ANPR (automatic number plate recognition), which allows the police detect, disrupt and deter criminal activity being committed on the public roads (Home Office, 2022).



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
 For my research objectives, there are going to be three main aims in which I am going to cover, with these being;

Identifying the great effects that serious and organised crime has on its offenders and their victims.

Assessing the disruption tactics in which South Wales Police use in order to overcome serious and organised crime on the road’s networks.

Analysing whether the tactics that are used by South Wales Police are effective in preventing serious and organised crime on the public roads



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC)- This is a report in which covers the national roads policing strategy. This report talks about the four key pillars in which the strategy wants to achieve, with these being preventing harm and saving lives, tackling crime, driving technology and innovation and changing minds. It details how the NPCC collaborate with a range of partners in making the roads safer, as well as minimising the criminal activity on the road’s networks. 

CrimeStoppers- This is an article in which covers what serious and organised crime is. It details the ways in which serious and organised crime are committed, and the types of serious and organised crime there are. It also states information such as the costs of serious and organised crime, which is a staggering £37 billion annually.

CPS- This is a web page in which states the CPS strategy for when it comes to organised crime. It states how they aim to successfully prosecute and distribute the criminal activities for persons who are involved in organised crime, and how they aim to pursue the assets of those who profit in organised crime. 

Home Office- This is a government document which details the national ANPR standards for policing. It states how ANPR is used in detecting criminal offences which are being committed on the roads, and the legal information when it comes to the use of ANPR being used by police officers.

During my research, I will also be looking to expand on further sources, which will also be assisted with the results of my questionnaire. By using the results that are given to me by my questionnaire, this will allow me to determine whether the distruption tactics being used by South Wales Police are having a positive result on the fight against serious and organised crime being committed using the roads networks.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I intend on doing a questionnaire in order to assist me with my research. I will ensure that I challenge the ethical issues as best as I can and so that I can do this, I will make the questionnaire anonymous so that the person who is taking part, knows that their details will not be able to be traced and therefore may feel more comfortable in participating. I intend focusing the questionnaire to serving Police Constables who are assigned to the Roads Policing Unit and also officers who are currently working on response, to which will be best suited to my research as these persons would have had first-hand experience when it comes to policing on the roads and incidents of serious and organised crime. In my survey, I will ask a variety of open and closed questions, which by doing this will allow me to get a mixture of responses from simple feedback such as “yes’ and “no”, and more detailed feedback in which the person who is taking part in the surgery will have to give me a more in-depth response.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
For my target sample in relation to my research, I will be seeking the opinions and perspectives of Police Constables who work in the Roads Policing unit, and officers who work on response within South Wales Police. I will aim to take the sample from 25 Police Constables who are over the age of 18 years of age, who have had a varied amount of experience in the role in which they are in. This sample will be the most beneficial for my research as it will come from persons working within South Wales Police who are specialised in the role such as when it comes to Roads Policing and organised crime, therefore their perspectives will be the best suited for the research in which I intend to carry out.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Prior to my research, there are several ethical issues which I may see or need to discuss prior to conducting my research. The ethical issues that may arise in my research are;

Anonymity- This means that the persons details who will partake in my research are unknown and that I will not be able to link any individual to the responses in which they have given me. I will only be able to ensure that persons are kept anonymous by not collecting their personal data such as their full names, email addresses, phone numbers and so on.

Confidentiality- All the persons who participate in my questionnaire have the right to privacy, and their personal data should be protected for time in which I intend to store and use it.

The potential for harm- When conducting my research, I will have to consider all the potential sources of harm in which may come to the participants taking part. This could come in forms such as psychological harm, social harm, physical harm and legal harm. This may deter persons from partaking in my research, therefore I need to ensure that the safety and welfare of all those taking part is paramount.

Voluntary participation- The persons who participate in my research are fully enabled to make their own choice in whether they want to take part in my research, and there will not be any pressure put on to these persons by myself. All the persons taking part are allowed to withdraw at any point, and by no means they should feel as though they are obliged to continue.

	TIME SCALE:
For me to effectively complete my research and so that I can finish my dissertation, I have considered each stage of my research and how much time I will put into it. I aim to complete each submission two weeks prior to the date in which they are due to be submitted, so that if any problems or difficulties are to arise, I can look for assistance from my supervisor and guidance.
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