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Seismic design is essential for ensuring the safety and resilience of buildings in earthquake-prone areas (Roger D. Borcherdt, 2003). This paper explores the structural and architectural considerations critical to seismic design, examines relevant design codes and methodologies, discusses various structural systems for earthquake resistance, and presents case studies illustrating practical applications. 
Earthquakes pose significant risks to the built environment both structural and non structural, requiring comprehensive design strategies that encompass both structural integrity and architectural functionality (Giulia Cerѐ, 2017). Effective seismic design aims to minimise damage, prevent collapse, and ensure occupant safety. This paper examines the key structural and architectural factors influencing seismic performance, reviews design codes, and analyses structural systems using case studies that show best practices in earthquake-resistant design.

[bookmark: _Toc197524721]2. Literature Survey: Structural and Architectural Considerations in Seismic Design

[bookmark: _Toc197524722]2.1 Structural Considerations

	Ductility and Energy Dissipation
	Ductility refers to a structure’s ability to undergo significant deformations without losing its load-carrying capacity. Structures designed with high ductility can absorb and dissipate seismic energy, reducing the likelihood of catastrophic failure. Performance-based seismic design emphasises ductility to enhance building resilience (Kanli, 2025).


	Redundancy and Load Path Continuity
	Redundant structural systems offer multiple load paths, ensuring that if one element fails, others can redistribute the loads. This redundancy enhances overall structural resilience during seismic events (Alessio Pipinato, 2022).

	Base Isolation Systems
	Base isolation systems are widely used as an effective and practical solution to protect the structure and non-structural elements from seismic hazards. (Hediyeh Sheikh, 2022). Base isolation decouples the building from ground motions, reducing seismic forces transmitted to the structure. Techniques include rubber bearings, friction pendulum systems, and laminated rubber bearings, which allow controlled building movements during earthquakes (Hediyeh Sheikh, 2022).

	Foundation Design
	The seismic design of foundations for structures depends on dynamic bearing capacity, dynamic settlements and liquefaction susceptibility of soil (Vijay K. Puri, 2013). Foundations must accommodate seismic-induced ground movements. Deep foundations, such as piles reaching bedrock, provide stability. Understanding soil-structure interaction is crucial for designing foundations that can withstand seismic forces (Vijay K. Puri, 2013).



[bookmark: _Toc197524723]2.2 Architectural Considerations

Architectural planners must give due consideration to seismic events as they present substantial hazards to both critical infrastructure and human well-being (Shareef, 2023)
	Building Configuration
	Regular and symmetric building layouts perform better during earthquakes due to uniform distribution of mass and stiffness. Irregularities can lead to torsional responses and stress concentrations. Architectural design should aim for simplicity and symmetry to enhance seismic performance (Shareef, 2023)

	Material Selection
	Lightweight and flexible materials reduce seismic demands. The use of sustainable and locally sourced materials, such as bamboo, has been effective in earthquake-resistant structures due to their flexibility and strength (Shareef, 2023).

	Openings and Facades
	The placement and size of openings influence structural performance. Large openings can weaken shear walls, necessitating careful design to maintain structural integrity (Shareef, 2023).


	Non-Structural Components
	Architectural elements like ceilings, partitions, and facades must be securely anchored to prevent hazards during seismic events. Proper detailing and anchorage of non-structural components are essential to prevent injuries and property damage (Shareef, 2023).
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There are many different design codes adopted throughout the world for seismic design, the most common are listed below.

BSEN 1998-5:2204 / Eurocode 8 (EN 1998): Applicable in the UK and Europe, Eurocode 8 provides guidelines for designing structures in seismic regions, focusing on ductility, energy dissipation, and structural regularity. It emphasises capacity design principles and performance-based approaches to ensure safety and serviceability (Institution, 2005).

International Building Code (IBC): Widely adopted in the United States, the IBC incorporates seismic provisions based on ASCE 7, addressing seismic load calculations, detailing, and material specifications. It outlines minimum design requirements to safeguard life and property during earthquakes (iccsafe, 2017).

Japanese Building Standards: Japan has developed a world-leading commitment to building safety and resilience in response to its frequent seismic activity (Shapiro, 2024). Japan’s stringent building codes mandate structures to withstand significant seismic forces due to their location along 4 major fault lines. These standards have evolved to include advanced technologies such as base isolation and energy dissipation devices (Shapiro, 2024).

[bookmark: _Toc197524726]3.2 Design Methods

Seismic design methods aim to ensure structures can withstand the large forces and displacement caused by earthquakes, three main design methods are:-
Equivalent Static Analysis:  Suitable for preliminary design for regular, low-rise buildings, this method applies static lateral forces equivalent to expected seismic loads. It simplifies the dynamic effects of earthquakes into static forces for design purposes (Bourahla, 2013).
Response Spectrum Analysis: Response spectrum analysis is a method to estimate the structural response to short, nondeterministic, transient dynamic events (encyclopedia, 2025). This dynamic analysis method evaluates structural responses across various frequencies, providing a more accurate assessment for complex structures. It uses a response spectrum to determine maximum expected responses.
Time-History Analysis: Involves applying actual or simulated earthquake records to the structural model, capturing detailed responses over time. This method is used for critical structures where precise modelling of seismic behaviour is required (Nikos D. Lagaros, 2013).

[bookmark: _Toc197524727]4. Structural Systems for Earthquake Resistance

[bookmark: _Toc197524728]4.1 Moment-Resisting Frames
These frames rely on rigid beam-column connections (See figure 1 below) to resist lateral forces. They offer flexibility and ductility, making them suitable for seismic applications. Moment-resisting frames allow for energy dissipation through inelastic deformations.
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Figure 1 – Moment resisting frames, Shear wall and braced wall frames (Researchgate, 2013)
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Shear walls are usually thin and deep reinforced concrete beams that provide lateral stiffness and strength (See figure 1 above). Shear walls are effective in resisting horizontal seismic forces, especially in high-rise buildings. They are often constructed of reinforced concrete or masonry (A. E. Cardenas, 1973).

[bookmark: _Toc197524730]4.3 Braced Frames
Incorporating diagonal braces to enhance lateral stiffness (See figure 1). Variants include:
· Concentric Braced Frames (CBFs): Braces intersect at a single point, providing stiffness but limited ductility.
· Eccentric Braced Frames (EBFs): Braces connect eccentrically, allowing for energy dissipation through controlled yielding of link beams.
· Buckling-Restrained Braced Frames (BRBFs): Utilise braces that yield in both tension and compression without buckling, offering superior energy absorption (Institution, 2005).
[bookmark: _Toc197524731]4.4 Base Isolation Systems
As previously discussed, base isolation systems (see figure 2 below) decouple the building from ground motions, reducing seismic demands. They are particularly effective for critical facilities like hospitals and emergency centres (Hediyeh Sheikh, 2022).
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Figure 2 – Base isolation system (Seismosoft, 2022)
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A tuned mass damper (TMD) is a mechanism consisting of a heavy object connected to a spring, with a damper that is attached to a building. This system when active will reduce the impact of any seismic event. The frequency of the damper is tuned to a particular structural frequency so that when that frequency is activated, the damper will resonate out of phase with the structural motion (purdue, 2002), similar to a pendulum (See figure 3 below). Taipei 101 which is discussed in the next section uses a 660-ton TMD to mitigate seismic and wind-induced vibrations, enhancing occupant comfort and structural performance.
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Figure 3 – Tuned mass damper (Aly, 2015)
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4.6 Seismic joints
Seismic joints, also known as expansion or separation joints, are gaps provided between sections of a building to allow independent movement during an earthquake. These joints are critical in large or unusual shaped buildings where differential displacements are expected under seismic loading. Their main purpose is to reduce pulsing between adjacent structures or building segments, which can lead to significant structural damage or even collapse (Anagnostopoulos, 1988). An example of one of these joints can be seen in figure 4 below.
[image: ]
Figure 4 – Seismic expansion joint  (Emseal, 2025).

Research has shown that the inclusion of seismic joints can significantly improve seismic performance when properly designed. By allowing separate building segments to move independently, seismic joints help to dissipate energy and avoid stress concentrations at weak points. This is particularly important in buildings with different dynamic properties (mass, stiffness, height), as their natural periods of vibration differ, leading to out-of-phase movements during seismic events (Al-Chaar, 2003).

However, seismic joints can also have negative effects if they are poorly designed or constructed. Too narrow a joint width may result in vibration being passed through the joint, while excessively wide joints can create architectural and functional challenges, such as waterproofing and fire resistance (Jirsa, 1982). Seismic joints can sometimes alter the overall stiffness and mass distribution of a building, potentially affecting its dynamic response and leading to unanticipated torsional behaviour or stress redistribution.
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[bookmark: _Toc197524735]5.1 Taipei 101, Taiwan

Designed to withstand typhoons and earthquakes, Taipei 101 incorporates outriggers, a massive TMD (See figure 5 below), and deep foundations extending into bedrock. These features collectively enhance its seismic performance (explained, 2021). 
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Figure 5 – Taipei 101 (Structures-explained, 2021)

[bookmark: _Toc197524736]5.2 Wilshire Grand Centre, Los Angeles

This skyscraper employs advanced seismic engineering, including BRBs and a reinforced concrete core, to resist earthquakes up to magnitude 7.4. The building’s central core is reinforced by three rings of buckle-resistant braces (Figure 6 below), each brace stretching and squashing to absorb seismic energy (Wired.com, 2016). 
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Figure 6 – Wilshire grand centre buckle resistant braces (Wired, 2016)

[bookmark: _Toc197524737]5.3 Sabiha Gökçen Airport, Istanbul
The airport’s terminal is one of the largest seismically isolated buildings in the world. Over 300 base isolators allow the structure to move independently of the ground during seismic events, significantly reducing the acceleration and forces transferred to the superstructure. This approach not only enhances safety but also allows the building to remain operational immediately after a major earthquake (Arup, 2025).


[bookmark: _Toc197524738]5.4 Gensler Shanghai Tower

The Shanghai Tower, standing at 632 meters, is the tallest building in China and was designed with seismic activity in mind. The building utilizes a “mega-frame” system, integrating a central core with an outer ring of super-columns connected by outrigger trusses. This configuration provides strength and flexibility, critical for high-rise structures in seismic zones. A tuned mass damper is installed near the top of the building to mitigate lateral displacements due to both wind and seismic activity (daily, 2015). 

[bookmark: _Toc197524739]6. Personal Research and Discussion

Through analysing multiple real-world examples and reviewing seismic design theory, it is evident that a successful seismic design must incorporate structural resilience and architectural sensibility. For instance, while structural systems such as moment-resisting frames or shear walls provide robustness, their integration must be balanced with spatial planning, lighting, and ventilation needs which are core concerns in architectural design.

Modern approaches like Performance-Based Seismic Design (PBSD) enable architects and engineers to collaborate more closely. PBSD focuses on achieving specified performance objectives (e.g., life safety or immediate occupancy) under various levels of seismic intensity (IRMI, 2003). This method provides flexibility, allowing designers to make informed trade-offs between cost, aesthetics, and performance.

Additionally, urban planning considerations—such as site selection, zoning, and neighbouring structures—also play a significant role. Soft soils or high water tables may amplify ground motion or cause liquefaction, requiring further structural adaptation.

Sustainable materials and innovative techniques (e.g., bamboo, recycled steel, or prefabricated seismic-resistant modules) are increasingly becoming more significant, especially in low-resource settings or disaster-prone regions.

[bookmark: _Toc197524740]7. Conclusion

Seismic design of buildings is an interdisciplinary effort, requiring close coordination between structural engineering principles and architectural design strategies. While structural systems like shear walls, braced frames, and base isolation significantly enhance resilience, architectural planning must ensure spatial regularity, appropriate material selection, and the secure anchorage of non-structural components.

Case studies from diverse geographical and seismic contexts demonstrate the effectiveness of modern design techniques. As urban populations grow and more buildings are constructed in seismic zones, continued innovation, adherence to codes, and informed design will be vital in reducing risks and protecting lives.
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