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From my experience of working as a learning support assistant in placement I was aware of the term safeguarding. However, I felt that I lacked knowledge of what the term meant and the importance of safeguarding children. Lectures at University has allowed me to broaden my knowledge through note taking and my own individual research. 
In our conference, we each followed the Children act 1989 where the child’s welfare is paramount by assessing each other’s findings before making a final decision on a child protection plan. Through the conference I learnt that Child protection is not the same as safeguarding. Child protection is the systems of support offered to protect children from suffering from significant harm (Royal college of paediatrics and child health). Following the failed protection of Victoria Climbie, the children act 2004 was introduced and focused more on the improvement of child protection services. This resulted in the announcement of a director for children’s services who is in charge of the outcome of services (NSCPCC inform). The local safeguarding Children boards demonstrate this service by reviewing the success of areas following the All Wales child protection procedures. Through my role as the key worker, I met the LSCB’s targets of ensuring the safety of the child (Childrenscommisoner.gov). I offered support of free school breakfasts granted by the Welsh Government to the child’s parent so that there was less strain on the family in terms of finances. The Third National Incidence Study of Child Abuse and Neglect claim that children from lower income families are 22 times more likely to suffer maltreatment compared to those from higher income families’ due to poverty causing stress which can lead to the abuse. 
Safeguarding is a bigger concern than I originally thought. My role as the Key worker within the scenario allowed me to recognise what safeguarding means and the procedures all professionals must follow to ensure the safeguarding of children. Safeguarding is protecting children from abuse and mistreatment so that their health and development isn’t affected. Furthermore, it’s also intervening to ensure that each child has the opportunity to achieve the best outcome (The National Society for the prevention of cruelty to children). If a child isn’t safeguarded then they can suffer from many different types of abuse (Lindon, 2012). The child in the scenario suffered with emotional abuse due to the mother ignoring his needs (NSPCC), physical abuse from his poor hygiene which can cause infections (The Department of health 2010) and neglect by not meeting Max’s needs. However, Lindon, 2012 notes that if a parent has suffered abuse from when they were young and dealt with it, then they may believe that the same treatment towards their kids is bearable because they were able to cope with it. This abuse can lead to the child suffering with adverse childhood experiences due to his needs being ignored. Furthermore, in the conference I learnt from the police officer that a child witnessing domestic violence at home can also lead them to suffering with these ACES. This can negatively impact their adulthood since it is found that children who have suffered with ACES are more likely to drink underage since its their way of coping with their emotions (samhsa). Therefore, this shows the importance of complying with the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 of recording incidents to ensure that the child’s needs are met as early as possible to prevent future harm. I have learnt through this process that documenting children’s behaviour is more than reviewing their progress within the setting. It is also about looking at their behaviour and making links to why they are behaving in a particular way. Lindon, 2012 supports this as she argues that the best way to safeguard children is to be aware of a child’s development and their unordinary patterns of behaviour. On Pelka’s last day of school before his death it was found that he tried to eat jelly that other children was playing with and ate an half eaten pear from a bin. The change in his behaviour was also noticeable as he was described from being a ‘happy, cheeky monkey’ to a ‘painfully thin dustbin scavenger’. Peachey, 2013.  Reveals that the school did document the injuries of Daniel’s bruises but allowed him to return home to his parents. Within the document of lost after care, they would argue that this fails article 9 of the UNCRC where children should be separated from their parents if there are signs that they could be at harm. The school also failed to link Daniel’s behaviour to his physical injuries and listened to his mother’s excuse that he had a medical condition. Cooper, 2013 argues that social workers failed to listen to Daniel’s voice as he was never interviewed on his own and they only listened to the mothers voice. This shows a clear failure of Article 12 of The United Nations Convention On The Rights Of The Child. There were also criticisms of the health visitor’s role within the case. The health visitors were criticised for not supporting Daniel and not meeting ‘the needs of this family’. However, it was recorded in the Community Practioner journal that during the time of this tragic case, health visitors were faced with caseloads higher than the recommended amount and therefore found it difficult to support and help the family. 
From participating in the conference, I was surprised at the number of professionals that are involved at a child protection conference and the importance each role plays regarding the child’s welfare. I learnt that the social worker not only supports the children but also the parents so that the children’s needs are met (The college of social work). Within our conference, it was decided that the social worker would provide support systems such as Homestart. Homestart is a charity which supports families by working with them to develop their skills of coping with everyday challenges. This support system can benefit the child in our scenario since ‘Children who are raised in a stable, loving family environment are more likely to have a positive and healthy future’ (Homestart). From the conference, I am now aware that the social worker has the lead role of ensuring the welfare of the child and I’m aware of the pressure this may bring towards the social worker. For example, if a social worker decides to allow a child who has possibly been abused to continue to live with the parents, and then the abuse continues, he or she will be heavily criticised within the media before they are even aware of what went wrong (Lindon, 2012). Adding to the pressure of the decision of allowing the child to stay at home or to place them in care is the Waterhouse Inquiry which revealed the abuse of children at care homes between the 1970’s and 1980’s (Kinder, 2012). This caused the Welsh Government to deliver the National standards for the delivery of advocacy services which supports the voice of the child by taking action on matters that are concerning the child (Lost in care). This shows the importance advocates have on supporting the child’s voice as it is reported by The Children Society 2012 that children within care settings argue that they feel sometimes feel vulnerable to decisions that they were not comfortable with. Similarly, from lectures I have learnt that 
the introduction of the wales children’s commissioner has also not only enabled children to have not only a voice, but also shares that voice on a national and international level (Welsh Government). The role of the media has given young people better access at communicating with commissioner so that their concerns are met and has played a big role in educating the public that a commissioner represents children’s rights (Childrencom.org). However, from my own experiences as a social media user, I am aware that the media does bring disadvantages towards young people, particularly online abuse. Through lectures, I learnt that online abuse has been added to the types of abuse children may suffer from. Online abuse can range from cyber bullying to grooming, which is sexual abuse, another type of abuse found by the NSPCC. Through research on the NSPCC website, I am now more confident on the procedures to follow when a child shares their online abuse with me. The procedure is to report the incident to the school’s designated safeguarding lead if the child has viewed anything disturbing or came into contact with someone who may be dangerous. In addition, it is important to be mindful of taking photographs of children in schools and uploading them onto social media because someone online may use them inappropriately (NSPCC). From researching the Data Protection act 1998 for my conference, I learnt the correct procedure to follow when taking photographs of children. The city of York safeguarding children board guidance state that a professional must gain consent from the parent which can be a signed consent form. The Welsh Government also provide support and knowledge of keeping children safe from the internet from the use local safeguarding boards who train professionals to set up activities for children and parents in order to promote awareness of safety procedures. However, Donaldson 2015 argues that children must be knowledgeable of digital technology since it can be used for communication, entertainment and it is heavily used within many job placements today. 
 From studying the murders of Jessica Chapman and Holly Wells, I am now aware of the importance of a Disclosure and Barriers check. Before the DBS was introduced, Huntley used his mother’s maiden name which allowed him to work as a caretaker because his crimes weren’t shown. If Police had checked his named under Huntley, then it would have been unlikely for him to work with children (Morris, 2003). The Update service prevents this from occurring as it requires an up to date certificate which employers can check before processing the application (Parenta). This case has benefited my professional practice as it has made me become more open minded on other professionals. Although, Morris, 2003 reports that Huntley never had any sexual offences, it shouldn’t be ruled out that he’s never committed any because he was a caretaker. Lindon, 2012 agrees and states that nobody should rule out the possibility of abuse because of their own views. 
From the study of this module, it was satisfying to read that children are now given more of a voice which the media also encourages. This can be seen through the Barry Bennell sexual abuse case where one of the victims spoke publicly about the abuse which encouraged other footballers to do so. The BBC reported that The Liverpool crown court found Bennell often used his power to target vulnerable boys who would ‘do anything for their dream’. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In my placement, I will now be a lot more cautious and aware to signs of child sexual exploitation by observing the signs supported by The children society which suggests to pay attention to mood swings and a sudden change of appearance such as wearing less clothes. They offer the service ‘ChildLine’ to children so that their voices are heard and so they are given support which is critical to good practice according to the document of lost after care.
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