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Section 1: Introduction 

Background 
Why have you chosen this topic – why is this topic important, is it relevant?
The conversation that needs to be had about the prisons within England and Wales is whether they're still fit for service in today's society is extremely important, especially now. I have chosen this topic due to not just its importance but its relevancy as well, I say it's relevant because as of right now England and Wales have the second highest imprisonment rate within Europe, only second to Scotland (Prison Reform Trust, 2022). Having such high imprisonment rates has also caused the issue that in recent years two-thirds of prisons in England and Wales are officially overcrowded (Pidd, 2023). 
What is your topic?
The topic I have chosen to write about is the prison system within England and Wales and discuss whether it is still fit for service.
What is the context against which the topic has meaning and makes sense?

What is the benefit of your research?
This topic will cover a multitude of topics that are involved within the prison system currently and in the past and hope to open the discussion to what could help change this broken system for the better. 


Research focus 
Narrow your focus and mention your aims and objectives and how and why they’re important to get to your final research aim.
Aim: Discuss whether the prison system in England and Wales is fit for purpose.
Objectives:
1-	Identify some important issues that are happening in the prison system of England and Wales. – Literature review 
Themes:
· Overcrowding 
· Corruption 
· Drugs 
· Living conditions 
2-	Evaluate public perception on whether prisons should still be used in England and Wales. Literature Review and Personal Research 
3-	Propose ideas for change to the current system and alternatives to incarceration – Literature Review and Personal Research

What time period 
I will be looking at the past five years and what changed, as well as how if things continue the way they are now what repercussions it’ll have on the future. Along with this ill be assessing the foundations of the prison system within England and Wales which was introduced an alternative form of punishment by an Act of Parliament in 1718. (UK Parliament, 2019)
•	Are you concentrating on a certain demographic.


Aim and Objectives 
•	Specify what your Aim and Objectives are.


Research methods and timescales 
•	How will I carry out my research - Do not go into too much detail.
•	What is the general research strategy – quantitative or qualitative.
•	Who are your participants? 
•	What is your method to get data?


Value of your research 
•	“This research is important for a number reasons….”
•	“This research adds value to existing research by….”
•	Brief overview 
•	What are the problems associated with your topic? 
•	What potential gaps will my research plug? 
•	Who will benefit? 
•	Why is the research worth doing?




Aim: Discuss whether the prison system in England and Wales is fit for purpose.
Objectives:
1- Identify some important issues that are happening in the prison system of England and Wales. – Literature review 
Themes:
Overcrowding 
Corruption 
Drugs 
Living conditions 

2- Evaluate public perception on whether prisons should still be used in England and Wales. Literature Review and Personal Research 

3- Propose ideas for change to the current system and alternatives to incarceration – Literature Review and Personal Research



https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/oct/15/two-thirds-prisons-officially-overcrowded-england-wales 
https://prisonreformtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Prison-the-facts-2022.pdf 
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/laworder/policeprisons/overview/earlyprisons/ 
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