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Royal Tomb of Horemhab (KV 57) 



 Fitzwilliam E.1.2006 

 Dimension: length 0.015 

m, width 0.011 m, height 
0.006 m 

 Base: scarab-beetle with 

exaggerated wings: above 
beetle two winged uraei in 
protecting gesture, guarding 
two Maat-feathers; single line 
encircles the inscription 

 Beetle, uraei and two 
feathers can be interpreted 
as equivalent for the sun disc 
– cryptographic writing for 
the god Amun(-Re) 

 



Narmer Palette (31st century BC) 



Ivory Label King De(we)n 



Ancient Egyptian Writing - 
Hieroglyphs 

 A hieroglyph is a picture of a thing existent in world 
AND imagination 





One consonant sign – the 
alphabet, transliteration 



One consonant sign – 
pronounciation  



Ancient Egyptian Writing - 
Hieroglyphs 

 A hieroglyph is a picture of a thing existent in world 
AND imagination 

 Ground plan of a house 

 Human mouth 

 Walking legs 

 Used for what they depicted or dependent words 

 House, come 

 Called IDEOGRAM (idea words) 

  like    Imy dog 
 Limited to things you can see !!! 

 







Ancient Egyptian Writing - 
Hieroglyphs 

 BUT: languages have words which cannot expressed by a 
picture/image 

 Successful writing system needs to find strategy to cover 
these words 

 Writing is written language  idea to represent not thing, but 
sound of language 

 BAK@U or 4U 

 

 

 

 

 

 PHONOGRAM 

 







Determinatives – meaning signs 



Ancient Egyptian Writing - 
Hieroglyphs 

 IDEOGRAMS – REPRESENT WHAT THEY DEPICT 

 pr – house  

 r3 - mouth 

 PHONOGRAMS – REPRESENT THE SOUND 
SPELLED OUT BY THIS SOUND (only consonant 
corpus!!!!) 

 prj – emerge/ascend 

 DETERMINATIVE – SHOWS WHAT PRECEDING 
SIGNS MENAT (to distinguish the meaning of similar 
sounding signs) 

 prj - emerge/ascend           or pr.t – seed  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Write hieroglyphs 

http://jsesh.qenherkhopeshef.org/

