HPPS4001  Seeing is Believing
Practical Report - Guidelines 
Adopt the following format using the same numbered side-headings.
Title

· Give your report a relevant title

      Introduction

· Briefly explain what is meant by perceptual set and give a definition
· If your study is an adaptation of a previous piece of research then acknowledge the previous work here
· Give the aims of your study (i.e. what you hope to establish)
Method

· It should be possible to replicate your study exactly by following the details of your procedure.  State what you did and why.

· Include a copy of any standardised instructions used
Results

· Provide a contingency table of your results.  Give it a good title and provide clear labelling to indicate the two conditions of your experiment (control and experimental)
Discussion

· First of all, state what was found
· Could your study have been improved?  If so, how?  (Briefly describe any problems you had)

· What are the implications of your findings?

· Has your study given you any ideas for further research?

Conclusion

· Restate your main findings

References

· Adopt the recognised format (Remember to reference any ambiguous figures used)
Background Information

Gregory’s theory of perception takes a “Top-down Approach” whereby perception is heavily influenced by our past experience (this is very much in keeping with Bartlett’s theory of constructive memory which we will consider later in the module,) whereby the processing of information is made both more manageable and in most cases more effective due to the opportunity to draw upon past experience or schematic knowledge (schemas).

(NB. The Top-down Approach contrasts with the Bottom-up Approach suggested by researchers such as Gibson, who suggests that the visual processing system is sophisticated enough to enable us to interpret visual data directly, without recourse to past experiences.)

Presenting your report

Since your practical is an investigation into perceptual set it would be useful to include a definition in your introductory comments.  Allport (1955) defined set as “a perceptual bias or predisposition or readiness to perceive particular features of a stimulus”  

                                                                    (Allport 1955 cited in Gross 2001: 220)
Do make use of side headings in your report.  This helps to provide a suitable framework for your report. By addressing the bullet points in the assignment guidelines you should be able to successfully navigate your way through the task.  Perhaps the most difficult part to complete will be the discussion section.  This section draws upon much information already considered and brings your report to some sort of final conclusion.  It is fitting, therefore, that this should be one of the larger sections of your report in terms of the number of words.  It is also worth noting that suggestions for further research require a little thought.  Try to think about this over a period of time, rather than waiting until you reach this particular bullet point during your ‘writing up’.  Of course, it may be that you really cannot think of some suggestions for taking your work a little further, in which case, try to avoid putting forward a very weak suggestion just for the sake of it.

