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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Worldwide, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides everyone with protected rights. Where safeguarding adults is concerned, Article 3 states that “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person” and Article 5 states that “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” (1948). The Human Rights Act 1998 places a duty on UK Public Authorities to protect adults at risk. Article 14 prohibits discrimination on any grounds. Further statutes in Law protect the rights of older people and the rights of the disabled person (United Nations Principles for Older People, 1991 & Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, 1975).

In Wales, The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A14) makes safeguarding everyone’s responsibility, and the act upholds five principles to providing services such as care and support, and safeguarding. These principles promote person centred approaches through; voice and control; preventing escalation of risk posed through early intervention; promoting wellbeing; working co-productively; and multi-agency working. The person-centred commitment extends to enabling the individual at risk to communicate in Welsh (Welsh Language Measure, 2011).

Part 7 Section 126 of the SSWB(W)A14 explains that an adult at risk is an individual that needs care and support, who is unable to protect themselves from abuse or neglect. The Care Act 2014, which is relevant to England only, extends the definition of an adult at risk to include self-neglect, thus offering safeguarding principles for example to individuals who are at risk due to hoarding. The SSWB(W)A14 defines categories of abuse as; Physical; Sexual; Psychological; Emotional; and Financial. The Care Act 2014 extends this to also include Self-neglect; Modern Slavery; Domestic Abuse; Discriminatory; Organisational; Financial or Material; Neglect and Acts of Omission; Cyber Bullying; Forced Marriage; Mate Crime; and Radicalisation.

Section 126(2) of the SSWB(W)A14 places a duty on the Local Authority to undertake safeguarding procedures. If a LA suspects that an adult in the area, whether they live there or not, is at risk, they must conduct enquiries. Everybody has a duty to safeguard and if they spot an indicator of abuse, they must contact their local authority to raise a safeguarding concern. An example indictor of neglect would be a carer ignoring health needs. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) enable professionals to navigate their safeguarding duties effectively, providing all the necessary resources in a continuously updated app, ensuring best practice is achieved across all of Wales. Within the procedures are Practice Guides, helping the professional uphold their legislative duties in recognising, reporting, responding and intervening where an adult is at risk, whether this is abuse caused by self-neglect, a carer, family member or stranger, or by someone in a position of trust. 

The Regional Safeguarding Board ensure Local Authorities enable individuals to live free from harm, abuse and neglect, that their human rights, health and well being are protected. The safeguarding board publish Adult Practice Reviews to ensure lessons are learned and that these inform future practice (XXX Wales Safeguarding Board, n.d). 

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 safeguards individuals’ freedom of choice when they are deemed to have capacity to make unwise decisions. This could be deciding to reject medical treatment through informed choice, where a family member or carer may be asserting their own wishes despite the individuals’ choice.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Section 130(4) of the SSWB(W)A14 defines a child at risk as a child who is at risk of harm through experiencing abuse or neglect. A child is defined by the UNCRC in article 1 as being under the age of 18 (1948).

An adult is considered able to exercise choice and control over their decisions. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 stipulates that individuals over 16 have the right to consent to services, treatment or not. It can get confusing when assessing the needs of 16- and 17-year-old children who can also decline a needs assessment under s22 of the SSWB(W)A14 if they are deemed to have capacity. 

However, no child can consent to being abused, harmed or neglected. For example, in cases where a child or young person aged 16 or 17 is at risk of Child Sexual Exploitation, they are at risk of significant harm and must be safeguarded. Just because they have reached the age of being able to lawfully consent to sex does not mean they can consent to being sexually exploited. This can become complex in practice with the Mental Capacity Act 2005 advocating that we should presume those aged 16 have capacity to make unwise decisions. However, the Children Act 1989 and its principles override the Mental Capacity Act 2005, and any issues around child safeguarding must be addressed through the Children Act 1989. A 16/17-year-old child cannot refuse a needs assessment under S22 of the SSWB(W)A14 if the LA suspects they are experiencing, or are at risk of experiencing harm, abuse, or neglect, and this would be the case where child sexual exploitation is a concern. 

Whilst a child can not consent to being harmed, an adult has more freedom of choice as to whether or not to protect themselves in certain situations such as medical decisions. The LA can intervene if it is determined that the adult lacks the capacity to make a certain decision. Professionals can then consider best interests’ decisions, liaising with the individuals next of kin. However, an adult does have more control over their decision making than a child, as under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 an adult can appoint an individual person to be a Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) who can then make health and welfare decisions for them. This means they can assert their wishes in advance by appointing someone they trust to carry out their wishes, even if this is to refuse medical care, or life-saving treatment. The adult can only appoint a LPA when they are considered to have capacity. 
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