[bookmark: _GoBack]A written assignment critically evaluating how Assessment for Learning can be utilised in a series of learning opportunities to aid progression across chosen areas of learning and experience. 
[bookmark: _Int_qO5NtsG4]In this assignment, I will be analysing how Assessment For Learning (AFL) is critically important in a string of lesson to help a child develop their understanding and progression through certain Areas of Learning and Experiences (AOLEs).  AFL is an approach that a teacher will use to give feedback to students and themselves. When using AFL within the setting it usually means that you receive the feedback promptly which allows you to make changes to a lesson as soon as possible (Steele A, 2019). Making sure that the children progress throughout school is extremely important. Pupil progression is where we assess the children’s understanding of their knowledge and academic skills. It is essential that we assess the children often to see how their knowledge is improving and how we can support them when moving forward (Main P, Unkown).
For this assignment I have developed three different lesson plans that link together and improve the children's learning. The lessons planned are linked to an anti-bullying theme. These lesson plans are linked to three AOLE’s which are Health and Well-being, Expressive Arts and Language, Literacy and Communication. The AOLE that is the main focus throughout these lessons is Health and Well-being as it is teaching the children about emotional and mental effects that bullying may have. 
The class that these lesson plans are supporting are year threes who are seven- and eight-year-olds. Children at this age should be working on and achieving progression step 2. In this particular class the children are mixed abilities and split into different groups to support the children's needs. Due to the different levels of ability within the class I have differentiated the work to make sure that all children are developing and progressing at their rate. It is extremely important that you understand where all the children are progressing at to make sure that you are supporting each individual child correctly. 
Within my three lessons I have created I am supporting the children's understanding of anti-bullying. The children are going to be completing activities which will help support the children understanding. Within these lessons I have stated AFLs that I am going to be using. Using these AFLs in my lessons the children will be able to support their own learning journey. 
According to Donaldson G, 2015 AFL, which is also known as formative assessment practice, should be used throughout practices in everyday teaching. According to gov.wales, 2013, research has been produced that suggests AFL support’s the children's and practitioner's classroom experience and improves their learning. When using AFL within a setting it is important to understand that it is not applied identically in every classroom as it helps each individual learner to be involved in their own learning. 
According to Hawthrone H, 2022 AFL can be used on a regular basis which makes it an effective way to assess children's learning. It is extremely important that when applying these strategies within teaching that the teacher understands what the children are aiming towards to aid their progression. 
According to Donaldson G, 2015 understanding the AOLEs, the four purposes of Wales and the ‘what matter’ statements as a practitioner is essential. When a practitioner understands these, they will be able to develop appropriate and effective AFL strategies to help develop the children's learning experience.
According to literature there are both benefits and challenges that occur with AFL strategies. The literature by Hawthrone H, 2022 and Cambridge Assessment, Unknown, suggests that there are lots of benefits from using AFL within a classroom for the learners and the teachers. Some of these can improve relationships between teachers and students, improve attainment and achievement, it can also improve a children’s confidence, resilience and self-esteem. Some learners may get anxiety around tests and not preform to their highest abilities and from them doing AFL it gives the children a specific task feedback rather than whole topic feedback releasing the stress. Also, the learning and teaching environment can adapt due to AFL, this is shown in research where it states AFL builds a more supportive environment and due to this the learners and teachers feel less afraid to make mistakes. Another benefit is that it improves metacognition talk within the classroom. According to Sword R, 2021 this is where the learners can assess themselves to see where they need to improve to make sure they have the best possible outcome in learning. According to Florez M and Sammons P, 2013 using AFL within a classroom allows the practitioner to collaborate with the children to discuss how they can progress through the lesson and not have to be in charge. 
On the other hand, there is also research that suggests challenges that are faced from using AFL within the classroom. One of these challenges that is stated is if the children having a lack of interest for the work, and therefore they may not try their hardest and it will show their abilities to be lower than expected. There is a misconception about the strategies being used, it can take time for AFL strategies to be used effectively within the classroom and the way that a practitioner interacts with the learners may change. This is term may affect some of the learners learning for a while, but along with this, the teacher may find it difficult to give the correct feedback to the children where there is a balance of positive feedback and positive criticism feedback.  (Vallikat A, 2021) (Cambridge Assessment, Unkown). 
To use AFL effectively according to the literature by Florez M and Sammons P, 2013 there are four elements where at least one of them will be related to every AFL. These four aspects are quality of questioning/talk, use and quality of feedback through both peer and self-assessment, peer and self-assessment and sharing criteria with learners. 
According to Assessment reform group, 2002, their research suggests that there are 10 main principles that need to be followed to have effective AFL. These 10 principles that they suggest are: it needs to be involved in planning, it focuses on how students learn, it is the main focus to classroom practice, it is seen as a professional skill, make sure it is constructive, brings motivation, the children understand the criteria they are trying to achieve, supports learners to understand where they need to improve, allows the children to self-assess their own learning and finally, AFL should support all of the achievements for the learners. 
Understanding all elements and principles linked to AFL is essential as a practitioner to make sure that we can support the children to develop and aid their progression. As we can see using AFL in our everyday practice is important and needs to be done effectively. AFL is used in settings to help the children to develop their own understanding of their skills, abilities and experiences. It is essential as a practitioner that we show the children this and allow them to be engaged and participate with the work. This means as a practitioner we need to ensure that we have included which AFLs we are using in our lesson plans. This means that we can monitor that the children will be able to engage in their learning and understanding and practitioners will be able to see the learner's progression. 
I have created three different lesson plans that all interconnect with one another to help develop the children's learning and understanding of bullying. These three lessons are linked to three AOLEs which are Health and Well-being, Language, Literacy and Communication and Expressive Arts. According to Hwb, unknown, Health and Well-being is about bringing an understanding of physical health and development, mental health, and emotional and social well-being to the children and how they are all connected. This AOLE have five ‘What Matter Statements’ (W.M.S) connected that all support the children to understand Health and Well-being. The next AOLE that is linked to my lesson plans is Expressive Arts this is made up of five sections, these are art, dance, drama, film and digital media and also music. Each section supports the children to develop creatively. Expressive Arts have three W.M.S connected that explain what the children should learn. The final AOLE that is supported in these lesson plans is Language, Literacy and Communication. This AOLE is about supporting the children’s English and Welsh skills. They do this by developing skills of reading, writing and speaking. This AOLE has four W.M.S connected that help to support the children, and all these AOLEs also connect to the four purposes of Wales.
My lesson plans have been created using the Athrofa Lesson plans. These lesson plans are created to make sure that we can see and include every aspect to allow a child to develop and improve their skills. Within each lesson plan I need to make sure that I include the age of the children the work is for, the main AOLE, the W.M.S, the description of learning, the four purposes, links across the curriculum, the learning objectives, the success criteria, make sure that I plan for misconceptions, how the lesson is going to plan out and finally the evaluation of the lesson. 
Each of the lessons apply to the AOLE of Health and Well-being as it relates to the W.M.S 2.2.2 which is ‘How we process and respond to our experiences affects our mental health and emotional well-being.’ They also link to the W.M.S 2.2.3 which is ‘Our decision-making impacts on the quality of our lives and the lives of others.’ Year three children should all be working towards different areas in progression step two. The skills that they are progressing in the AOLE Health and Well-being the children are learning to pay attention to the feelings of other. This learning is to help them think out why they feel that way and can recognise that my decisions can impact on me and others, both now and in the future. Also, within the three lessons the children will be developing the AOLE of Language Literacy and Communication but depending on the lesson it is supporting the progress of different skill progression step two. Throughout the three lessons the children would have developed in the W.M.S 2.4.2 ‘Expressing ourselves through languages is key to communication’. Within the lessons the learners are developing different skills within this W.M.S these being, I can ask and answer questions and exchange ideas and information, I can write legibly, I can use an increasingly imaginative and varied vocabulary, I can use my knowledge of letter sounds and patterns accurately in my spelling and I can use familiar punctuation.  The final AOLE that the learners will be developing within these lessons is Expressive Arts. These lessons link to the W.M.S 2.1.2 which states ‘Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals’ the skills in progression step two that the children are developing for this W.M.S is I can give and accept feedback as both artist and audience. Also, this AOLE links to another W.M.S throughout the lessons and this is W.M.S 2.1.3 which states ‘Creating combines skills and knowledge, drawing on the senses, inspiration and imagination.’ this W.M.S helps to develop the children's skills in progression step two of I am beginning to apply techniques in my creative work with guidance and direction, I can use creative materials safely and with some control under supervision (Welsh government, 2021) (Welsh government, 2020). 
Within my lessons I have made sure I have included a range of AFLs to support the develop the learner's knowledge, understanding and skills. 
The first AFL that I have implemented in my lessons is sharing the learning objective and success criteria with the learners. This AFL links to the four element of sharing criteria with learners. 
 As a practitioner I think that this is extremely important for the learners as they will be able to understand what is expected of them. I as a practitioner will show the children some good examples of the activity that they will be completing. Then I will ask the children to firstly do think-pair-share on what they think should be in the success criteria and then we will all come together and complete our class criteria for the activity. According to Welsh Assembly government, 2010 they believe that the children need to be aware of the success criteria to make sure they complete their work and assess others accurately and effectively. 
With this AFL strategy there are some strengths but also some weaknesses. Using success criteria’s with the learners as a guide for them to complete the activity allows the children to have better focus on the activity being done, allows them to understand what needs to be done for them to improve. From this the learners can see their achievements and are able to see where they feel like they need to develop (Rachel, 2019) (Lynch M, 2016). According to CLILlessonplanning, 2021, One weakness that can occur from using success criteria's within a lesson is that it can potentially limit the teacher's and children’s freedom in the lesson. This means that when there is a success criteria in place everyone needs to follow this set plan to make sure that they get all the marks and can potentially limit their imagination. Another weakness is that the children have no surprise and uniqueness in their work, as they are all following the same marking.
When writing the success criteria, it is important that we use SMART goals to support the children to reach their fullest potential. According to staff writer, 2020 SMART goals were created by George T. Doran. Using this acronym allows you to make sure the learning objective will allow success to the children. The acronym SMART stands for Specific which is where you will explain what the children will be achieving, Measurable where we will say what should be completed by the children to be successful. Attainable which means is the activity challenging but reachable. Relevant which means is it focusing on the correctly context and finally Time bound which is where the children will be given a time limit that it needs to be completed (Haughey D, 2014). 
A theory related to learning objectives is Blooms taxonomy revised. Blooms taxonomy revised was created in 2001 by David Krathwol and Lorin Anderson. This was developed from altering Blooms original taxonomy 1956. Blooms taxonomy revised was created to support teachers understanding how to create learning objectives that will support their learners to their highest abilities (Rhyl C, 2021). This model has six different levels, at the bottom of the triangle is remembering which is where you use the knowledge that the learners already have. The next level is understanding, which is constructing on it verbally, orally images etc. The third level is applying which is where you implement a procedure. The fifth level in the triangle is evaluating this is where you say your opinions based on what you have discovered. The final level is create which is where you develop everything that you have learned and complete the activity. By using this theory, we will be able to support the learners to achieve and develop their skill (Wilson L, 2016). According to Forehand, M (2005) Blooms taxonomy revised show practitioners a clear understanding of the goals, objectives and activities needed for their learners. 
Another AFL that I used in my lesson plans was think-pair-share (TPS). This AFL is where the practitioner will ask a question allow the children time to think of their answer, the children then tell their answer in pairs/groups and finally they will tell the class (Teachervisionstaff, 2019). This AFL links to the element of quality of questions / talk.
With using TPS there are benefits of the children learning. Some of these benefits are allowing the children to have thinking time which will improve the discussion and participation due to the time they had to active their knowledge. It also develops the children self-esteem as they have time in the pair section to say what they think and have respect from their partner. It also develops the children communication skills and finally it may generate a deeper discussion from sharing with one another (Vogel M, 2019) (teachervisiostaff, 2019). However, research has suggested that there could be some challenges that come from TPS. According to Jones K and Wiliam D, 2021 the challenges of this AFL are that some practitioners skip over the think section meaning the children do not get enough time to active their knowledge. This means they are not developing. Another challenge is that one child in the pair is relying on the other and are not using their own knowledge when sharing. A final challenge that could occur is the children do not listen when in the sharing section. However, with these challenges there are ways that you can overcome them as a practitioner to make sure the AFL is supporting the children's development. 
This AFL links to cooperative learning. Cooperative learning is where learners of all abilities work and engage with one another in the lesson. In this theory the children share their prior knowledge with each other, so everyone can build on each other's experience. TPS is related to this theory as the children share their knowledge in pairs/groups for other children to gain the knowledge and understanding and are then able to share with the whole class (babymonstergroup, 2019). 
The next AFL strategy that I have implemented within my lesson plans is pit stops. This AFL related to two of the elements of AFL which are use and quality of feedback peer and self-assessment and peer and self-assessment. 
I have implemented this AFL strategy in my lesson plan. One at the beginning before the children complete the activity to make sure they understand what they think they need to be doing. I will do this by asking the children to show me thumbs up or down on whether they understand. As the children are completing the activities, they will have three cups in front of them, green, yellow and red. They can change these based on their understanding throughout the lesson. Green being that they understand, yellow being I have a question red meaning I do not understand at all. Finally, the last pit stop the children will do is at the end of their piece of work they will colour a traffic light in the colour of their overall understanding of the lesson.
 By doing this AFL I can receive instant feedback and the children are self-assessing themselves on how they feel like the lesson has gone. If there are only one or two children with thumbs down, I will ask them what they do not understand and try and get over that misconception and give them extra support throughout the activity. However, if there are lots of children who have the same misconception, I will explain the activity again and use a different strategy of explaining it. By doing the pit stop at the end of the lesson the children are self-assessing their understanding and I can have the feedback on whether we need an extra lesson to develop their skill to the fullest potential. 
There are benefits and weaknesses to using pit stops within lessons. According, to ACADEM 2017, when a child self-assesses their work and can see where they are struggling, they have more self-awareness and can see where they need improvement and can set their own goals. This also develops the children independence and engagement for their learning. Another benefit of using self-assessment is that it strengthens the children learning and ability to reflect on their own learning and can help them overcome mistakes and show new learning skills. However, according to Twinkl unknown, there can be some weaknesses related to self-assessment. One weakness is that children could either be too harsh or too kind with their assessing. When a child is marking their work harshly it can lead to the child having low self-esteem. When this happens, it is important that as a practitioner you address this and support the child. 
Another AFL strategy that I have used in my lesson plans is using lollipop sticks when asking the children questions. This AFL links to three elements of AFL which are quality of questions / talk and use and quality of feedback peer and self-assessment. 
I used this AFL within my lesson plan when I was asking the children questions to allow them to use their prior knowledge or to show understanding. I would use lollypop sticks that have the children's names written on them and pick one out whenever needed. According to Goodrich K, 2012 by using lollypop sticks within the classroom there are benefits which allows all children to get involved and shows that every child's voice and opinion is accepted. Also, it allows the teacher to discover whether children understand what they are learning. Another benefit is it allows children to think more deeply as they never know when they are going to be called on. A final benefit of lollipop sticks is it improves the learner's attention level as they do not want to get distracted in case they get chosen (Carbah J, Unkown). However, there can be some weaknesses related to this AFL of lollipop sticks, one weakness according to Mason J 2021, is that there is no differentiation for each child, meaning that you cannot decide what questions are going to which children however, a solution that is found for this weakness is the teacher will try and rephrase the question and give an example but if the child still does not understand they can ‘phone a friend’ where they ask a friend for support. 
To conclude, I believe that using AFL as a practitioner is extremely important. By using different AFL, it allows you to support the learners learning and improves the learners and the teacher's classroom experience (Gov.Wales, 2013). 
When I planned my three lessons, I had to consider the research around AFL and made sure that I used the best choice of strategies in the correct places and the most effective ones. I had to make sure that when I was planning the lessons and activities, I was able to use certain AFL successfully to make sure I am developing the learners learning effectively. 
I made sure that I shared the learning objective at the beginning and allowed them to develop a success criteria. This is an effective AFL as it allows the children to understand what needs to be completed for the lesson and allows them to develop their skills beneficially. Also, by having the children create the success criteria it allows them to think what is important when doing the work and allows them to voice their opinions. It is also beneficial as it allows the children to work as a group and develop their communication skills. 
When using TPS within my lesson plans I needed to make sure that I placed it where the children could use the time to discuss with one another and would learn from one another's experiences. I felt like this was a beneficial AFL to put into my lessons due to the fact it allowed all the children speak and give their opinions to their pairs, build on the children's self-esteem and allowed the children to have a deeper understanding. 
I had to make sure that I put pit stops at the start, middle and end of the lessons to allow the children to keep assessing their learning, it allows practitioners to develop a perception of the children's understanding of the task and it allows the children to receive any help needed.
The final AFL strategy that I talked about in this assignment that I implemented in my lesson plans was the use of lollipop sticks. These are a beneficial AFL as it allows the children to voice their opinion without being shy to put their hand up, it gets all the children engaged and gains better attention from the children. It also allows the practitioner to see the understanding and the level of the children on this skill. 
 Although there is research that suggests that some of these AFL strategies are not effective, and they disagree with them there are ways to get around these limitations to allow the children to keep developing and use AFL effectively. 
To bring this assignment to a close, I believe that using AFL in settings is extremely important and they allow children to develop and become better equipped learners. Also, when using AFL in a classroom it can improve the classroom experience for the learners and practitioners. I made sure that I included AFL strategies that were effective for the learners at that particular time in the lesson and that finding the most effective AFL to suit my own teaching is important for my classroom development. 
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1 willlearn what could be done to stop bullying from happening

T willlisten and answer questions
1 will ask any questions | have

1 willlearn what | can do to stop bullying.

1 will create my kindness hand

1 will cut out my kindness hand as neatly as possible.

“The children cannot spell certain words correctly. | will pian for this misconception by writing down specific words that they may use to make
sure that they have the correct spellings.
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I will ask questions.
1 will answer questions.

1wl understand different types of bullying,

1wl understand the effects it may have on people.

1 will be able to create a recipe for a kind friend.

1 will be able to use the correct sentence started to make my sentences correct.

The children will not be able to write a sentence correctly or use the correct grammar. | willplan for this misconception by making a success |
criteria with the children before hand to make sure that they understand what needs to be done for example, capital letter, full stops,
commas, bossy verbs etc.
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