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For our first assessment, we were given the task to produce and deliver a thirty minutes micro-teaching session in front of seven peers. We had the freedom to choose a subject that we liked and felt comfortable talking about. The requirements for this assessment were that we had to create a lesson plan, use two emerging technologies during the session, list the assessment strategies used, following and listing professional standards, list the cross-cutting enhancement themes and finally, we have to write a reflective document on our experience before, during and after the micro-teaching, which is what you are about to read now.
My first reaction to the idea of having to do a thirty minutes lesson in front of other people was a lot of stress, fear and panic. I am quite shy and very uncomfortable when it comes to talking in public or in front of a crowd. On a previous occasion, I ran out of a lecture theatre when it was my turn to do a presentation in front of my class due of the fear and stress caused by the idea of talking of something I made in front of a group of people.  
Secondly, I struggled to decide what subject or them to teach, because, in photography we are mainly taught through workshops, student-led projects (everyone is given the same brief and you have a limited amount of time to research the subject area and produce a body of work in response to the brief) or lectures. The problem with photography workshops, is that they require specific (and sometimes expensive) materials and equipment, can depend/be tied to a certain location ( if you want to do any form of analogue photography workshop, you need to have access to a darkroom… which we have in the Dynevor campus but not in SA1) and the lectures are quite often theory based or about the lecturers artistic practice and/or subject specific which means that it would be quite complicated for the learners to understand if they did not follow a similar art course or have previous knowledge on the subject. 
In the end, I decided to base the structure of my session on the lectures we have been experiencing in the art department which comprise: an introduction to the subject, history of the word/subject, development on the subject area and conclusion or recapitulation. Contrary to other subject lessons, these lectures in the art department are more an insight to the lecturer’s interest and what they think will be useful for the students to develop their work, not a lesson where they have to remember everything and have a test on the subject. 
I therefore decided to do my micro-teaching on a subject which I am passionate about: photobooks and their versatility in the photography artworld. This lesson was mainly based on my own knowledge and experience of photobooks from learning about them and having to create some myself during my BA Photography. I then decided to do some research on the subject I was going to teach by starting to watch a video showcasing Martin Parr and Gerry Badger talking about their third volume of the series The Photobook: A history (Phaidon, 2014). From this video I found a good definition of what a photobook is, which I then incorporated in my lesson plan. I also listened to a talk/ podcast animated by book publishers and artists discussing the use and history which I found on the Tate website called The Photobook and Photography now (Tate, 2012) as well as an article called Photobook (Tate, 2019). It gave me a more in-depth understanding on the impact of photobooks on photography and its advantages. On the Tate modern websites, there is an online glossary with some quotes and history about the photobook and its creation which I incorporated into my lesson.
My idea for the session was to have a permanent discussion and assessing what the students know about the subject through a few questions and answer during the presentation. The main core of the lesson was a power point presentation (which was the first technology I used) serving as the spine/ structure of the discussion. By using a power point presentation and talking alongside it, I was trying to fulfil a few learning styles: auditory (through dialogue), visual and read(through the text on the slides).








When I started the presentation, I was incredibly nervous. I could hear myself stutter and hesitate, but I managed to start talking but for most of it to be honest I can’t remember most of what I said because of the stress. I know I followed the structure I planned thanks to the power point, but, I did not read some of the quote that I was showing on the power point.
I started the session by asking the learners if they could list some places where the public/ audience could encounter photography and after waiting for them to tell me some of their ideas, I showed them on the slide what I had listed. Fortunately, one of them mentioned photobooks so I moved onto my next slide stating that my main focus for the lesson would be the photobook and its use in the photography art world. I then asked them if they could give me a definition of what a photobook is. The learners weren’t really sure, so I moved onto the next slide which had two definitions one from Martin Parr and one from the Tate website. I believe I forgot to read them to the class due to the stress. I carried on trying to create a permanent interaction between the audience and myself for a few minutes. To make the lesson more interactive and engaging, I wanted to illustrate a bit better what I was saying about the different types of photobooks. Therefore, I decided to bring some of my personal collection to try to reach out to another learning style, which kinaesthetic by bringing various examples of photobooks circulating in the class so everyone could physically experience the books through touching them and by visually inspecting them (some learners probably never looked at a photobook before). The learners seemed to be quite interested to be able to touch and flick through the books and discussed between themselves which ones they liked etc… Whilst the various books were circulating around the classroom, we also discuss the difference and advantages between self-published books and going through a publishing company, which the learners seemed quite interested in.
To finish the presentation, I wanted to encourage the learners to research and take an interest in photobooks after the session; so I listed different ways collectives, bookshops and publishers try to create interaction with the public and attract their interest towards photobooks as well as encouraging and supporting artists to collaborate and create more photobooks. I also showed them different publishers’ website (which was my second emerging technology) to encourage them to have a look by themselves and maybe develop an interest in photobooks.
I was scared that the learners were going to be bored because it is quite a niche and specific subject within photography. It also meant that for some of my interactive questions, none of the learners knew the answer or felt comfortable enough to say it. This lack of answer from the learners made me more nervous and from what I can remember made speak faster and I flicked through the slides quicker to make the session end briefly. Moreover, I do not think I left enough time for the learners to try to answer my questions. I was nervous and impatient to fill up the blanks and silences, so I was barely giving them a couple of seconds before I decided to answer and show them the answer I wrote on the next slides myself in order to be able to move onto another slide. So, I feared that they did not enjoy the lesson and that me being very nervous made them even uncomfortable.
But on the other hand, the feedbacks from my peers and lecturer seemed to be quite the opposite: they found the subject interesting, saw that I was getting more and more confident as the lesson was going and finally, they appreciated to have physical books to look at because it was different to what they experienced in other sessions. I consider the overall structure of the presentation and lesson plan to be satisfying and following the professional standards apart from the conclusion. I struggled to write a conclusion for the lecture because of its slight difference between how we were shown to write a lesson, lesson plan and how we would write a lecture which is rather a series of note and multiple development. I did not seem to be able to adjust it to the lesson plan we were given, which is why alongside with the lesson plan provided before the micro-teach for us to fill-up, I provided my notes and detailed plan of the lecture I gave. Due to the overwhelming stress and the impatience of knowing that I was at the end of my presentation, I forgot to try to conclude at least verbally accordingly to the standard we should have been following.
I also noticed that my peers either did a written Q&A or had an interactive quiz on android at the end of their lesson. The quiz on mobile phone was a good way to assess what we learned as well as being fun and create a bit of competition and complicity between the learners. Having an interactive quiz at the end of a session, leaves a positive memory to the learners which they will associate with learning and the class, which will make them more receptive to future lessons and happier to come to the classroom and learn. For the next micro-teaching session, I will try to make a Q&A or quiz at the end of the session instead of doing most of it during the lecture. The learners I believe, will feel more comfortable to answer the questions then and I should not become nervous because of the very long silence during the presentation.
The session was mainly teacher-led which was more or less successful, so next time I would like to try something a bit more hands on and student-led. This way I will get to experience two different teaching styles, broaden my experience and see which one I feel more comfortable with as well as seeing which the learners prefer through feedbacks at the end of the next micro-teaching session.
For this first micro-teach session, I did not actually go to the library to deepen my researches. I only conducted my research through my memory or online, which was a bad idea. Indeed, the three volume of the The Photobook: A history by Martin Parr were available at the Dynevor library. I only realised it after I started my placement in the Dynevor campus, I should have used them to conduct deeper research about my subject and it would have maybe helped me to feel more confident about my subject knowledge. Therefore, for the next lesson I will be preparing, I will make sure that I use all the resources available to me, particularly from the university libraries.
On Tuesday the 28th of October, Lauren and myself were asked to give a lecture to the first-year photography students about zines and photobooks. We decided to use the presentation and notes I made for the micro-teaching as well as her own notes and inputs. She added some ideas and subjects within the theme which I did not think about whilst I was preparing my presentation for the assessment, so it showed me where I could have extended the lesson, which other subjects I could have mentioned… it has been a great learning curve to do this lecture with her. Firstly because it is easier and more reassuring to deliver a lecture with someone you know and can bounce off each other if you are unsure about something and being able to complete each other’s knowledge to produce a better learning output for the students. For example, she mentioned:
-	Different techniques of book binding: perfect bound, sewn binding, wire-o, spiral, saddle stitch, stapled… 
-	 Showcase different paper types and materials you can print on: xerox paper, tracing paper, textile, thin paper (50 gsm)/ card (300 gsm)
-	Listing different printing techniques: laser printing, risograph printing, offset …
We emphasised how much creativity they can put into these books: you can paste picture directly onto the paper, cut it, scratch it, create texture etc… We also mentioned that they did not have to limit themselves to their own photographic work: they can use and scan items found in the street, re-appropriate archive images…
Furthermore, we wanted to encourage them to explore different mediums other than photography, so we told them to not hesitate to contact technicians from fine art (screen printing, lino printing…), textile(printing on different materials), graphic design (risography, letterpress …) so can experiment as much as they want.
Doing a similar lecture allowed me to develop and express more idea than I did for the micro-teach: I talked about how the photobook can be an artefact in itself or become the object of an exhibition using my own work and other artists who designed their book to be both a book but also allowed it to change shape to become part of an exhibition as an example. I also emphasised the fact that zines are made to be trials and errors, they allow you to see what works and what doesn’t, they do not have to be perfect. I took more time to show them different website where you can buy and/or have an online access to photobooks and zines to encourage them to do their own research for the future project they will have to make which is to produce a zine. I also gave them a brief introduction to indesign which is an adobe software commonly used to design zines and photobooks (they will have a proper workshop on it in the near future) because most of them will probably use it to design their own project and I wanted them to have an idea of what it looked like and how simple it is to use.
We then got some feedbacks from the students at the end of the lecture, and a mature student suggested that we could have put them into groups and give them a zine or photobook to analyse and talk about (in groups so it would have been less intimidating for the students who are shy or do not have the confidence to speak up); for example: what they like/dislike about it, what do they think about the sequencing of the images, what do they think about the materials and binding technique used… This would have made the lecture last a bit longer and it is a good way to make the lesson student- led for a certain amount of time and encourage them to think and express themselves.

Doing this lecture in collaboration with Lauren allowed me to test my resolution and put in practice what I knew I needed to improve from the micro-teach. I was still nervous at the beginning, but I gained confidence a lot quicker, I was able to take my time to speak and show them useful websites and information. Having to put my skills and micro-teaching lesson plan to use so soon after doing the actual presentation and before writing the reflective assessment has been a great help to highlight what I can improve and what I did well. I now know that my structure and presentation work well together because we got positive feedbacks twice and for being able to integrate someone else’s research with it, without it feeling disruptive. With the practice I am getting more confident and I now have more research to do and new ideas to try out for the next micro-teach.
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