The Rock from the Sky by Jon Klassen
The Rock from the Sky by Jon Klassen can be read as a postmodern picture book for several reasons:
1. Meaning is left open to interpretation
The book does not provide a single clear moral or lesson. Readers must construct their own meaning about fate, fear, friendship, coincidence, and chance. 
2. It relies on the interaction of words and images
Much of the humour and tension comes from what the illustrations reveal that the characters do not know, particularly the approaching rock. The visual narrative often carries more meaning than the text. 
3. Dramatic irony makes the reader an active participant
Readers possess information that the characters lack. This shifts authority away from the narrator and encourages readers to actively construct the story. 
4. It uses absurdity and playful logic
The characters engage in seemingly trivial conversations while an existential threat hangs above them. This mixture of the ordinary and absurd is a common postmodern feature. 
5. It questions certainty and stable truth
The characters disagree about what constitutes a "good spot" and often misinterpret situations, suggesting that truth is subjective rather than fixed. 
6. The narrative is fragmented
The story is told in several separate episodes or vignettes rather than following a conventional beginning-middle-end structure. 
7. It blurs the boundary between children's and adult literature
While presented as a picture book, it deals with sophisticated ideas such as mortality, fate, anxiety, and existential uncertainty, appealing to both children and adults. 
8. The book is self-aware about storytelling conventions
Klassen plays with reader expectations, building suspense through page turns and visual timing while deliberately delaying narrative payoff. 
9. Authority is decentralised
No narrator explains the "correct" interpretation of events. Meaning emerges through dialogue, illustration, and reader inference rather than authorial instruction. This is a hallmark of postmodern texts.
10. It embraces uncertainty
Rather than resolving every question, the book leaves readers with ambiguity about luck, destiny, and the significance of events, encouraging multiple interpretations.

