


The purpose of this essay is to determine to what extent judges are servants of the public and if they can be entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. According to (Crownie et al, 2010), judges are people who will be the final determiners of what English legal reasoning says about any particular set of facts before them. In addition, judges are responsible for the supervision of the preparation of cases, they are there to help ensure that the law is upheld, and that justice is made by controlling the way the cases are conducted and to ensure that it is within the relevant laws and proper practice.
 According to (Judges and parliament, 2022), judges only have such power as parliament have given them in the Human Rights Act 1998. Judges are to do no more and no less than to carry out the constitutional function of the Human Rights Act 1998. 
Precedent in relation to Human Rights Act 1998, makes it clear that judges are able to stray away from the principles of precedent, which allows them to create new case laws. This is so that when it relates to matters were opposite to the agreements which are in place in the Convention rights.
There are many different types of judicial precedent some of which are as follows, binding precedent, this ensures that the court abides by its evidence of the case. For example, if a higher court makes a decision that binds a lower court by the decision made even if they disagree with said decision, they have to agree with this which makes it a binding precedent.
Persuasive precedent, this means that the court may be, but is not required to rely on when deciding on a case. An example of persuasive precedent are as follows, decisions that come from courts in ones neighbouring jurisdictions.

According to (Guillaumes LLP) judges play an important key role in the English and Welsh criminal justice system although there are many types of judges throughout the UK the main role of a judge is to ensure that the jury arrive at their decision in the right manner. Before the case goes to court the judge reads the relevant paperwork to ensure that they are familiar with the case.
 The law should be clear and concise but according to (Guillaumes LLP) even the courts recognise that the court system is complex and can be confusing. Judges should ensure that the law is clear and intelligible when in court for many reasons. If they are clearly written, they should be easier to understand this is the help ensure that people are able to comply with them better. According to (Judiciary, 2022) there are twelve different types of judges in the judiciary system.

This starts from recorders; this is the first step for many when climbing the judicial ladder, it is their appointment to the circuit bench. As you work your way up to one of the highest standing judges is a Chancellor of the High Court, they are the presidents of the Chancery Division in the high court. According to (Neuberger, 2018), the powers conferred upon a judge are to uphold the rules of the law while protecting citizens from unfair and unlawful decisions. Judges only have limited power and are only able to use the laws that are set before them by the government.  According to (ride.ri, gov), a judge is selected or appointed official who is in charge of conducting court proceedings. Judges should acknowledge that justice means not only to uphold the law, but it also means that they should show empathy, compassion and understanding for those people who are on both sizes of the case. 

The ‘rule of law’ is universally known to be an important part of the successful constitution. Its main function is to limit government measures. According to (Cambridge.org 2022), the rule of law requires the moral equality of the legal subjects, with such to ensure that when applying the rules that it is done appropriately to all subjects and not just some of them ensuring that it is fair.

According to (choi, 2022), the rule of law suggests that the creation of laws, the way they are enforced, and the relationships between legal rules are legally regulated, so that nobody even one of the most highly placed officials are above these laws. Not only do the rules of the law warrant such simple obligations about how the law should be perceived in today’s society. Laws should be open and clear but are often complex, but there are certain qualities about the attributes and different content of the law in itself. 
The law should be clear and intelligible so that it is easy for the general public are able to understand as for many people the law is common knowledge for example, you act out and break the law that comes with consequences. For some that may not be the case when understanding for example, people brought up in environments were crime is all the know will tend to commit crimes, as it is what they think is right. 

According to (Civil servant. org), judges are one of the many employed by parliament this meaning that they are not civil servants. Meanwhile they do have civic duties while being an independent branch of the government. Judges are public servants. According to (gov.uk), they are extending their position of trust offences within sections 16-19 of The Sexual Offences Act 2003, to ensure that they are including certain activities which take place in religion or sport.
Public servants are people who work not only for the government but for their citizens too, they are people who are responsible to the current elected government, this is not the same as a political party. They help to develop and distribute public programs and or services, more informed policy making, and help to provide more evidence-based advice to leaders.
 Due to judges being in positions of power it leads to them having to be in a position of trust. This is because whatever evidence that might be shown against an offender must be looked at through the eyes of the law with no personal bias towards any ruling that may occur during the trial. 
Judges must also be trusted to not leak any information to outside sources such as media before any ruling has taken place, thus, reinforcing that in fact they must be in a position of trust. Judges must adhere to a judicial conduct guide, in which the standing committee of the Judges’ Council review this guide and make sure that it has not become out of date ensuring that the Judges do not make large scale mistakes on a public front. 

According to (Judiciary.uk, 2016 P;27), judges should be careful about what they share and post in regards to their personal information, this is in order to keep not just them safe but also their friends and family.

In conclusion evidence provided in this essay concludes that judges are servants of the public, they help ensure that things are fair in the courtroom and ensure that they remain unbiased. Judges should be entrusted to ensure that they uphold the law and ensure that they keep it transparent and intelligible. 
Judges should be held to a higher standard due to their role in society. Judges are important for the impartial facts and to keep a balance and not be swayed by media presence, albeit judges should themselves hold a view on the laws and the system, so they do not become bias towards punishments and, thus creating a trust between the public and themselves.

The evidence shows that judges often are impartial and have giving varying sentencing for the same crimes showing that across the board they all have different interpretations of the same law, this is good for the country due to a broad variety of opinions on the laws; So to conclude, judges must remain impartial to the laws and not prosecute someone without all of the facts being labelled out on the table and without the juries input. 

[bookmark: _Int_X3DdjqKM]Judges however must be held responsible for shortcomings of their department, due to the fact the judiciary has been built upon the public’s faith in judges to serve them in the correct manner. Ethical misconduct of some judges does deplete that faith in which the public has in these countries judicial system. Any judge that goes against what is right and ethical when the law is considered should be harshly punished due to them being is such a high regard and position of power, which means that if they do not do their duty properly it can lead to issues with the public’s confidence within the system. 
Judges are not civil servants, and this means that they have to remain independent from the government. This is because anybody who is involved and employed by parliament are not civil servants.
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