Reflective Report.
How Warfare has changed the face of Thessaloniki.
“Because of its beauty and location, Thessaloniki has suffered from sieges, raids and pillaging throughout its history.” Quote from Sarafidis,
Before visiting Thessaloniki my expectations of the impact of how warfare had changed Thessaloniki was that the city would have had a great deal of overlapping defences from different time periods or that the City’s defences would have contracted or expanded as the city had undergone so many attacks, sieges[footnoteRef:1] and population changes. This expectation had been based on my research from Hammond’s A History of Macedonia[footnoteRef:2] and in particular the Errington article on Thessaloniki from Brill’s New Pauly[footnoteRef:3] which had both explained how many attacks the city underwent but not in what way the city had geographically changed as a result of the violence. I had researched the geography of the region and with the help of Strabo’s Geographia I had come to the conclusion that was defending a very important strategic location on the inmost of the Thermaic gulf thus supplying inner Macedonia via its protected port and on the via egnatia[footnoteRef:4] thus linking eastern and western trade routes. Upon arrival this expectation was met quite fully as it is very apparent that Thessaloniki was situated where it was, of note to me was the total command of the Thermaic gulf that the city holds, this led me to reinforce the notion of Thessaloniki’s geographical importance. Perhaps the only expectation that was not met in terms of the area’s geography was that I was supposing that the city’s walls may have changed with the ever-moving Harbour due to natural silting[footnoteRef:5] yet this expectation quashed by looking out from the Tower of Trigoniou where one can clearly see the only deviation of the wall from running parallel to the city’s street plan, coursing around the Rotunda[footnoteRef:6] on the eastern side of the city not the western side where the harbour was situated. [image: ] [1:  V. Sarafidis. 2015: “Characteristic examples are (i) the invasion of the Celts in 279 BC, due to which the first city walls were built; (ii) the raids by Goths (253, 262, 269); (iii) the attack of the Avars (499); (iv) the siege of the Slavs (around 677); (v) the raid of the Saracen pirates, who seized and looted the city (904); (vi) the Norman invasion (1185-1186); (vii) the capture and occupation by the Franks (1204), to mention a few.” Is the exact quote that had demonstrated to me just how many times Thessaloniki had been attacked.]  [2:  N.G.L. Hammond. 1972]  [3:  Errington, R.M. 2006]  [4:  Strab. 7.fragments – [22]]  [5:  M. Vickers. 1970. Pg 277.]  [6:  See Fig.1] 
Visible ‘bulge’ in wall around the Rotunda.

Figure 1, shows a view from the Tower of Trigoniou that demonstrates the only deviation of the city’s Byzantine walls from running parallel to the street plan[footnoteRef:7] [7:  M. Vickers. 1972. Specifically fig. 3.] 

As I mentioned in my introduction I had gone to Thessaloniki with the expectation of the walls having changed course over time, not withstanding the destruction of a significant segment of the south-eastern wall by Ottoman city-planners in the late-nineteenth century[footnoteRef:8], but perhaps some sign of contraction or expansion. However, the simple answer I discovered was that the course of the city’s walls didn’t change from the Hellenistic period right the way through the Byzantine and even Ottoman era’s. This is attested to by Vickers who states that during the Salonika campaign of the First World War a French Corporal named Ferran inspected Thessaloniki’s fortification and found them to be “Hellenic or Hellenistic in outline, the lower courses for the most part of squared masonry”[footnoteRef:9] proving this theory. This lead me to discover that the building of new walls on top of pre-existing Hellenistic walls was not a feature unique to Thessaloniki but also exists at other sites across the Byzantine world. [8:  www.inthessaloniki.com. 2018. Byzantine Walls – Trigoniou Tower - Heptapirgion. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.inthessaloniki.com/en/byzantine-walls. [Accessed 23 April 2018].]  [9:  M. Vickers. 1972] 

One aspect that really caught me off guard was the impressiveness of the acropolis. Although the Macedonian practice of placing the acropolis on high ground above the urban area was not unknown to me, the example of Vergina comes to the fore as we had to walk to  whole way up the hill to see the closed off acropolis, the reality was that the Acropolis and the heptapyrgion completely dominates the surrounding area and makes it understandable how such fortifications could hold up to so many invasions and sieges. The Heptapyrgion was very impressive with extremely high walls and towers, far higher than I had ever expected. I had read that it was a prison for over a century under the late Ottoman empire and so I had been expected something not quite so grandiose. However, in reflection I can see now that it is a symbol of how much importance the Ottomans placed on Thessaloniki as the gateway to the Balkans.
[image: ]
Figure 2, view looking down a street from the acropolis, note the command of the terrain looking down onto the urban area.
 Of particular interest to me was the amount of Roman and Greek inscribed tombstones embedded into the walls of the Heptapyrgion, it was something that took me by surprise as in my experience (albeit limited to northern European examples) such a thing is only done in times of dire need. Yet this demonstrated to me that the defence of the city was important enough to the ottomans to loot the city’s gravestones and that I had failed to recognise the change of cultures during the Ottoman conquest.
To summarise, I believe that I went into the Thessaloniki trip with the expectation of seeing the impact of warfare on the city’s boundaries much like an expansion and contraction model much like that which is visible at Constantinople. This was misguided as it was clearly visible in Thessaloniki that the fortifications which had served the city so well over its history had rather been built up on top of itself demonstrating my lack of research into the specifics of the fortifications of the City.
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