introduction
Homicide offences are also known as murder. Which is defined as the killing of an individual by another individual or causing serious injury unlawfully (Homicide, 2021a)Murder and manslaughter are offences that also represent homicide. There are two types of manslaughter, which are voluntary and involuntary manslaughter. Before sentencing the defendant with murder the judge must look at the following, if the murder or serious injury unlawfully was with direct intention or indirect intention, manslaughter lastly loss of diminished responsibility (cps.gov.uk, 2021).  The homicide act was introduced on 21st March 1957 by the Royal Commission to prevent capital punishment known as the death penalty. After passing the act Mr. R. A Butler mentions that 66 people have been charged with murder but later they were found guilty of manslaughter under diminished responsibility under Section 2 of the Homicide Act 1957 (parliament. UK, 2021). This suggests that the introduction of the Homicide Act 1957 plays an important role in criminal. There is various literature that discusses the accuracy and reliability of the Homicide Act 1957, this study aims to identify the advantages and disadvantages of the Homicide Act 1957 by evaluating previous literature and discussing whether the homicide act in England and Wales needs reform. 

The current law governing homicide in England and Wales 
Before sentencing someone for murder or manslaughter the judge must look at the following, actus reus and men’s rea for murder. Actus reus is defined as the guilty act which is any physical harm or causing death. Whereas men’s rea is the guilty mind which can be the intention of causing someone serious body injury unlawfully or intention to kill someone unlawfully. Manslaughter falls under two categories, voluntary and involuntary manslaughter. Voluntary manslaughter is when a murder takes place, whereas involuntary manslaughter is when the defendant didn’t intentionally cause the death or voluntarily. If the judge can’t decide if the defendant caused murder or manslaughter, he could do the but-for test.
The current law governing homicide in England and Wales was introduced in 1957 known as the Homicide Act 1957. The main reason the act was introduced is to remove capital punishment to prevent innocent people from getting the death penalty. Meanwhile, after a few centuries, there’s been some complication and difficulties with the act. The fundamental problem regarding the current homicide law in England and Wales has been referred to as 'blunt'(lawcom.gov.uk, 2021c). It also states that some rules remain unaltered from the seventeenth century. As stated by the report in 2004 they have portrayed the current law of Partial Defences to Murder as a ‘mess’ (lawcom.gov.uk, 2021c). Taking the previous statement into account this shows that the law commission hasn’t made any changes to the Homicide Act 1957, mainly defences to murder which can be misleading, misunderstood, and cause difficulties as stated by the House of Lords (lawcom.gov.uk, 2021a).  The House of Lords has examined the fault elements of murder specifically the meaning of 'malice aforethought. After looking at the overview of the law commission there's a lot of disadvantages regarding the law to murder, for example, one of the main problems is a defence to murder according to the house of lords, the requirement for an individual to be guilty of murder include the intention to kill or cause serious harm, however, previous literature suggests there remains uncertainty behind the interpretation of ‘intention’ and ‘serious’ just after passing the Homicide Act 1957 the court of criminal appeal accepted that the parliament's knowledge of law had been wrong (lawcom.gov.uk, 2021b). 
Considering the previous statement, it demonstrates that if the parliament has understood the homicide law wrong, this shows they may have sentenced criminals that have been charged with murder wrong, therefore the Homicide Act 1957 needs reform firstly because, it’s an old act that hasn’t been unaltered and secondly even the parliaments are misunderstanding the meaning of it, therefore it can be argued that they may have convicted defendants wrong and unfairly. 

Some of the key issues of partial defences to murder
In June 2003, the Home Secretary plead with the Law Commission to review the following problems of the Homicide Act 1957, partial defences to murder, diminished responsibility, and provocation (lawcom.gov.uk. p1). The current law is not just compatible with these arguable areas but has also been affirmed at the highest level. The GBH rule was the topic of the House of Lords decision in the case of R v Cunningham in which the rule was stated by the house of lords, as well as Lord Chancellor(Homicide, 2021b).
The phrase 'serious' is a keyword in the current law on murder, The term plays an important role in acting as a deterrent of social harm in the current law(Homicide, 2021b). Intentional serious bodily harm is an act that needs to be deterred, Methods of deterrence are carried out through specific Acts and Laws such as the 'offences against the person act 1821' and the law in homicide, which have permitted severe punishment for intentional serious bodily harm(Homicide, 2021b). This element is crucial for the strength of conviction, due to the grey area surrounding 'intent to kill', There are various scenarios in which a defendant may have had the intent to kill, However, the evidential basis surrounding an individual's 'intent' can prove to be a burden as it is hard to prove their intent, This is one of the most important factors for the inclusion of the mentioned method of deterrence, Intention to cause serious bodily harm is broad and carries less of an evidential burden, which, in turn, allows for severe punishment for defendants who's intention to kill cannot be proven but the act in which they committed is 'serious' enough to gain the justified punishment(commission, 2021).
Homicide law is crucial for the deterrent of violent crimes and to make individuals responsible for their actions, there are many arguments which state the law surrounding homicide should be left unchanged. However, various issues are surrounding the current law including, mandatory sentencing, fair labelling, and especially, the difficulty surrounding interpretation and implementation of law in real-world scenarios(Homicide, 2021a). This is not the only factor as to why law cannot be left unchanged, the homicide law encapsulates other areas of law which ultimately suggests that the issues surrounding homicide law affect the law. Improvements and adjustments to the current legal system could be an important catalyst for the development of reform, this would allow for equality for all under the law and would increase confidence in today's legal system and the matters surrounding homicide law(Homicide, 2021a).






Proposals for law reform
in 2006 the Law Commission had a proposal idea where Law Commission stated, there should be a three-tier system for general homicide offences. First-degree murder is a mandatory life sentence (Reform, 2021). This includes a whole life order if the case is serious, therefore the offender cannot be released from prison and can’t be considered for parole (sentence, 2021). Second-degree murder with a discretionary life sentence, and manslaughter with discretionary life(Reform, 2021). This means they could be given life imprisonment of custody for life, they must complete the length of the minimum term before applying for parole (sentencings, 2021). The Law Commission provisionally proposed that first-degree murder should be limited to intentional killing. There was further extended in a report in 2006 to killing with intent to cause serious injury together with the consciousness of a significant risk of death. The Law Commission has given a proposal to other areas of the law of homicide, including aspects like provocation, diminished responsibility, and complicity(Reform, 2021). The law of provocation was recently looked at in the case of Attorney-General v Holley (2005) UKPC 23, which would be changed by a partial defence to the murder of killing in reaction to gross provocation or a fear of violence to the fear of serious violence. The necessity of a loss of self-control would be withdrawn (commission, 2021). The partial defence of diminished responsibility would be renewed, the essential would include an abnormality of mental functioning arising from a recognised medical condition and in the case of a defendant under the age of eighteen, developmental immaturity(commission, 2021). Importantly, partial defences would reduce first-degree murder to second-degree murder within the Law Commission's layout, reducing murder to manslaughter. They would therefore apply to fewer cases in the first instance than the current partial defences(commission, 2021). 
Section 16 of the 1861 Act includes offence of threatening to kill, this is the intention to cause someone to fear that the threat made would be carried out(commission, 2021). Clause 10 from the draft Bill includes a similar offence, the only area where it differs is that the threat can either be death or serious injury, but the faulty element is to make others believe that it will be carried out. Both cases include a threat to kill made by a person to another(commission, 2021). There was a proposal by the law commission that the clause should be amended to include such a case. There were 21 respondents to this consultation, sixteen agreed with the proposal, two believed there should be such an offence, three believed that the offence under section 16 should not be altered(commission, 2021). 
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