Chapter 3 – Methodology

3.0 Introduction
This chapter will identify the methodology that will be used to achieve the objectives set for this project. Methodology is a ‘systems of ways of doing, teaching, or studying something’ (Cambridge Dictionary, n.d). 
The objectives being: 
· The research of serious high-profile sexual offences involving serving police officers, and the impacts these events have had on public trust in British Policing. Additionally, the analysis of key existing literature regarding the number of sexual assault and rape cases reported to police and the potential barriers to victims reporting these crimes to police forces. 

· Why conviction rates for sexual assaults and rapes are staggeringly low and how these statistics impact victims reporting similar crimes to police,

· How British policing can rebuild the trust of female victims and the steps that could be taken to provide greater support to these victims. 

The previous chapter of this project successfully analysed key existing literature surrounding high-profile, despicable crimes committed by serving police officers against females. The chapter also highlighted the impact that these crimes have had on females reporting crimes to police. However, there appears to be a gap in the research with regards to the criminal investigation of these crimes and the difficulties that police officers face when investigating these complex crimes. There is a wide range of literature which details the statistics of sexual crimes being reported to police, and although the statistics have increased over recent years, it’s believed that there are still far more victims than are reported. This research will highlight the opinions of police officers working within the Criminal Investigation Department in South Wales Police, thus providing an honest review on the complexity of these investigations. The aim of the research is to uncover the challenges that specialist officers encounter when investigating these crimes and their first-hand experience of court and the poor conviction rate for these crimes. Additionally, to highlight the support provided to victims of sexual violence and how affective these methods are in providing comfort to victims. 

3.1 Research Strategy
Due to the nature of the objectives for this project and the requirement of obtaining information and opinions from individuals, the most appropriate research method will be by conducting primary research. 
‘Primary research is a research method that relies on direct data collection, rather than relying on data that’s already been collected by someone else’ (Scribbr, 2023). 
The research will be conducted by use of qualitative research, specifically in the method of a questionnaire. The utilization of a questionnaire will be the most appropriate and suitable choice for this research as it will assist in obtaining the opinions and beliefs of police officers specifically around this subject matter. 
‘Qualitative research allows you to ask questions that cannot be easily put into numbers to understand human experience’ (PubMed, 2017). 

3.2 Data Collection
As noted above, the data will be collected via use of quantitative research, specifically a questionnaire. 
The questionnaire will specifically target police officers investigating sexual violence within South Wales Police. The objective of this being to obtain their thoughts and experiences from dealing with victims of sexual offences directly, and the potential barriers preventing these victims’ reporting crimes. In addition to this, I will also be asking these officers for their opinion on why conviction rates for these crimes are so low, and the actions needed to support these victims of crime. The officers working within this department are experts in their field and will be able to provide an honest view of the issues they face when investigating sexual violence.

3.3 Data Analysis
‘Data analysis is the process of collecting, modeling, and analyzing data using various statistical and logical methods and techniques’ (Calzon, 2023). 
The results from the questionnaire will be analysed and presented in both written and graphical format. These methods will identify any themes in the answers provided, whilst hopefully being able to highlight the difficulties that police officers face when investigating sexual crimes. The data will also provide an insight into the recommendations suggested by officers in relation to improving the management of these investigations. 

3.4 Limitations & Potential Problems
There are limitations to the research of this topic, namely the time restraint and methods with which to collate accurate and useful information for review.  Questionnaires have been identified as a key method in obtaining the information, however time constraints counters this as it could take a significant period to issue, collate, and review evidence produced. In turn, initial consideration for the use of two questionnaires, one primarily targeted at police officers within the CID department, and one directed toward the public have been curtailed to a single questionnaire. This questionnaire will specifically be focused at the former, Police Officers themselves, as this in theory will highlight and present the most accurate and insightful firsthand information. 
In addition to the above, another consideration for conducting a single questionnaire would be that the topic could be a traumatic trigger for individuals within the public. Furthermore, information gathered may be misleading if individuals have a personal bias, without accurate knowledge of the criminal justice system and investigation of sexual crimes.  
 
3.5 Summary of chapter
This chapter has outlined the research methods that will be utilised to meet the objectives set for this project. Primary research is believed to be the most appropriate method to meet the objectives set, specifically by use of qualitative research, namely questionnaires. Although there was consideration for the use of two questionnaires, following further research into this topic and the restraints surrounding the timescales of this project, it’s understood that one questionnaire will be the most suitable and efficient way of gaining a realistic understanding of the topic.  
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