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Semiotics/ semiology

Semiotics is the science that explores relationships between signs and their intended meaning in a social context (Cobley, 2010). Signs are part of everyday life from everyday road signs to symbols buried in texts and art (Hall, 2012). The theory was first conceived by Ferdinand De Saussure, a Swiss linguist in 1916. He studied the meaning of signs within a particular group. Still to this day, the theories have remained central role in fields such as philosophy, anthropology, cultural studies, education and sociology.
An expert in semiotics is called a semiotician, they study how signs can be used to convey meanings and help us shape perceptions in life. A prime example would be hazard control pictograms. Simple images are extensively used, easy to understand at face value and convey meaning quickly, simply and effectively. These signs can influence behaviour wherever you are in the world.
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Land rovers have the reputation for reliability, versatile off-road vehicles. Built to drive through harsh conditions in all weather. I chose this advert because from first glance it’s a simple but powerful image lacking in colour and substantial text, the advert is relying on the interpretation of the signs within the image. The image plus the context helps the viewer find the designed meaning and bring about the intended response. 
For example, the prominent focus of the advert is the side view of the Land Rover. The side profile is iconic and well recognised. The color is simple and not glaring or eye catching which is what the old land rovers were trying to be. The monochrome colour scheme and use of pages within this advert may be enticing a different audience from the traditional farming community. The simplicity allows the viewer to take meaning by connecting with the picture based on their experience of the world, wherever they live in the world (Riera 2020).
The simplicity of text shows a confidence and possibly making the assumptions that the brand is so well known, that it symbolises strength and power that additional descriptions, text and information are not needed.
Below the Land rover picture are two words being “MORE PULL”.  This capitalised statement is strong, simple and could mean: more power, or more capacity to pull. A deeper meaning could be this vehicle can turn a page, start fresh. It could also imply that the vehicle is strong and solid but so is the theoretical, mechanical and development behind the land rover.  I like to think that the page being crumpled and pulled by the land rover is implying that it has the capacity to change your life and turn a new page, rewrite stories, that there is more to the vehicle than the iconic shape. 
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