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SECTION A
ANSWER 20 QUESTIONS OUT OF TWENTY FIVE GIVEN

Section A (worth 20% of the exam)

Each question is worth 1 mark.
You should look to spend no longer than 20 minutes on this section.
1. What are the main types of evidences used in Bioarchaeology? RC
2. What is biostratigraphy? RC
3. Give a definition of Taphonomy RC
4. Name some of the physical features (speliotherms) that would you expect in a ‘cave system’? RC
5. What are the main functions of bone RC
6. Give two reasons why environments in the past may change over time MB
7. Define i) interglacial and ii) periglacial MB
8. What are solifluction deposits and where are you most likely to find them? MB
9. Describe two features that commonly occur in Britain that tell us climates were significantly colder in the past MB
10. List two factors that influence the rate of sea level rise in the post-glacial MB
11. Give two examples of contexts in an urban environment in which environmental archaeological material is likely to build up MB
12. Identify two factors that affect rates of soil erosion JC
13. What depth of soil would typically develop over a period of 1000 years on: (a) limestone and (b) unconsolidated deposits such as alluvium? JC
14. Give two reasons why the Mediterranean region is particularly vulnerable to soil erosion JC
15. Name two types of analysis that might be undertaken on a buried soil preserved beneath a prehistoric bank or field boundary EGB
16. Identify two factors that are important in soil formation. EGB
17. Name two geoarchaeological methods that can be used to identify man-made soils. EGB
18. Where in the landscape would you find evidence for landscape clearance in southern England, giving one actual example EGB
19. Name two of the three main plant components indicative of crop processing that are likely to be found in a plant macrofossil assemblage. AC
20. In what form are plant macrofossils likely to be preserved on a dryland archaeological site? Give two examples. AC
21. Give two properties of pollen grains which makes pollen analysis a useful technique in palaeoenvironmental reconstruction. AC
22. Excluding radiocarbon dating, name two radiometric dating techniques? (NN)
23. What is meant by the ‘half-life’ of a radioactive isotope? (NN)
24. List two native British trees that are used in dendrochronology (NN)
25. Excluding dendrochronology give two methods of incremental dating (NN)



SECTION B
ANSWER 4 QUESTIONS OUT OF 8 GIVEN

Section B (worth 80% of the exam)
Each question is worth 20 marks.
1. Survivorship of bone in the archaeological record depends on a number of factors. Using relevant archaeological examples outline the factors that ensure good survivorship indicating what level of information can be got from well preserved bone. RC

2. Kill, chill or ill? Discuss one theory of extinction of the Pleistocene megafauna. Illustrate your answer with specific examples. RC
3. Preservation of archaeobotanical evidence is much more restricted on a dryland archaeological site than on a wetland site. Using examples, discuss what information can be obtained from plant remains on a dryland site and how this can aid archaeological interpretation. AC

4. Good preservation of organic material is a key feature of many waterlogged environments.  With reference to archaeological examples outline some of the key archaeological questions that may be addressed in such situations. AC
5.  With reference to the idealised transect through a coastline of Holocene sedimentation, describe the nature and timing of the stages proposed in Bell's general model of Holocene coastal change. MB
6. What five assumptions underlie the radiocarbon dating method? Provide examples of situations where these assumptions might prove incorrect. (NN)

7. Why do some hunter-gatherer groups become sedentary? Discuss, with examples. (EGB)

8. Why is it important for archaeologists to understand past landscapes and environments?  Please illustrate your answer with real examples. MB
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