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Critically analyse how one hot topic has been covered by the media in the last six months. As well as referencing all the media sources that you use you should also make reference to appropriate research and theory where possible.  

This essay will critically analyse how one hot topic has been covered by the media in the last six months. The hot topic it will analyse is knife and gun crime in the UK. It will look at the mass media and how newspapers are owned by a small number of organisations, namely three, in the UK (Media Reform Coalition, 2015). It will look at television companies’ viewers share and how much revenue they have each year. It will briefly look at the pluralist view on mass media. It will look at how the media has covered knife and gun crime in the first six months of 2018.   
The media in the UK is owned by a small number of large corporations; three companies own 71 per cent of the newspaper market. The market for newspapers is shrinking but is still crucial and important to what and when other media outlets set their agendas. The BBC is still a powerful broadcaster yet, the budget for the organization has been severely cut over the last few years. The BBC is a publicly owned company paid for by TV Licence fees by people who use the service. The BBC has 33.1 per cent of viewers share yet the revenue they bring in is only £5.1 billion.
 Sky is a pay per view media company, which is owned by 21st Century Fox and the owner of this group is Rupert Murdoch, who dominates the landscape in similar tv companies. Sky has 8.2 per cent of viewing shares and a revenue of £7.6 billion, which is far higher than other broadcasters. 
National newspapers are all in decline; the Sun newspaper has the largest circulation with 27.2 per cent, selling 1856,790 copies on an average daily basis. The owners of the Sun newspaper are News Corp UK, whose CEO is Rupert Murdoch. 
The internet is dominated by Google and Facebook who also own Whats App and Snapchat. Google has a 95 per cent share of search engines on devices in the UK and a £42 billion revenue (Media Reform Coalition, 2015). 
Most private owners of media organisations are conservative in their views (ref), and they may impose their own views within the organisation such as a newspaper or to editors where no one will oppose this as they might be at risk of losing their job.
 A pluralist view suggests that with the internet, satellite, digital and the mass media global reach, no single person should have the power or the influence and that the views of any one group cannot be imposed on any one else.  Therefore, what appears in the media should reflect the range of views that is driven by the consumer and if the consumer does not like what is in the mass media they will not buy newspapers or watch television (Browne, 2011).   
The media covered a story about knife and gun crime, with more than 50 youngsters being killed from the beginning of 2018 until April 2018 in London, The Guardian interviewed a former senior police officer who accused the Met police of not having a strong leadership and being silent on the issue of knife and gun crime. He suggested that public spending cuts is part of the problem, as well as new demands on the police officers which takes them off the streets instead of working at ground level and building relationships and having conversations with the public to get information back (Dodd and Gayle, 2018).                           
Yet Daily Express journalist Nick Ferrari says that the gun and knife attacks should not be blamed on austerity, or the reduction police officers as a direct result of cuts in government spending.  The number of police officers has dropped by 2 per cent and knife crime has gone up more than 35 per cent (Ferrari, 2018). The Independent says figures of police officers has fallen by 21,000 in England and Wales over the last 8 years: there are 121,929 police officers in 2018 which is the lowest number since the records began 22 years ago. Police recorded 37,443 offences that involved a knife to the year ending 2017 (Dearden, 2018).   
The Daily Express reports that a study showed 80 per cent of victims of knife and gun crime in London were from a non-white ethnic background, yet the population in London that is non-white is much lower. The disparity is often used to attack the education system and the police. It claims that black boys that are excluded from school have little else to do but to join a gang and are more likely to be targeted by the police in stop and search operations. The Daily Express says that with statistics that show black youths are more likely to carry out gun and knife crime, then there is no point in stopping and searching anybody else who does not fit that criteria (Ferrari, 2018).   
The media can so often misrepresent the activities of some social groups they can also have the power to label such groups as deviant (Browne, 2011). The Guardian reports that The Criminal Justice Society found that three quarter of black and Asian 16-30-year olds had been stopped and searched unfairly (Summerskill, 2018). Stop and search is unjust and heavy handed.  Scotland have a better way to deal with knife and gun crime and figures show knife crime has dropped by 70 per cent in the last ten years. By using a more progressive and holistic approach, the police in Scotland have decided to treat knife crime as a public issue instead of a police matter and there should be an understanding of what the root cause is of the problems (Mirza, 2018).  Ferrari believes activists make excuses, such as not enough black people on tv or a lack of male teachers; he believes that the collapse of a family unit is significant, for example in that mothers having children are overlook the father’s role and deem it as irrelevant.   Ferrari also suggests it is not good enough to expect schools and the police to parent your children (Ferrari, 2018).     
The media hold power and influence over people’s opinions and attitudes. If the media didn’t report on events and issues then the public would not know about it. According to Browne (2011), the mass media is the only source we have to get news, yet people are not just shown the facts so they can make their own opinion on a story, the media make their own interpretation of the facts to represent their own opinions (Browne, 2011). The Independent newspaper suggests the police are labelling black young men and boys as being potential gang members.  London Met police hold data and gang lists with no real evidence. These individuals and their families become stigmatised which can lead to being involved within the criminal justice system or exclusion from school (Dearden, 2018). These practices by the police are not just happening in London but elsewhere in the UK.
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk514753398] Manchester City Council approached Patrick Williams and Becky Clarke to profile those who were in gangs. In regard to implementing Ending Gangs and Youth Violence Policy, they found that the police were targeting black communities exclusively despite three quarters of the convicted of youth violence being white. Furthermore, nine out of ten of the individuals on a list which was created by the police were black or of ethnic minority (Clarke, 2018). 
To conclude this essay, it shows that the mass media in the UK has very powerful organisations which are owned by only a small number of people and companies. Daily newspapers are in decline and internet companies are becoming more influential making lots of revenue (Media Reform Coalition, 2015).  The media cover stories in different ways. The Daily Express covered the knife and gun crime issue by accusing mothers and the decline of the family unit as one of the reasons (Ferrari, 2018). The Guardian’s view was that police cuts due to austerity were one of the main reasons (Dearden, 2018). 
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